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CHAP. XXX. 


Lord Bute reſolves to change the M iniſtry again 
Diſregards the Duke of Bedford I ries to gain 
Lord Temple— Meeting at Lord Eglintoun's— 
Again tries to gain Lord Temple Amuſes Lord 
Temple — Lord Strange's Aſſertion—Lord Rocł- 
ingham's regue . Affair of Dunkirk— Vegoci- 
ation with Mr. Wilke. Propoſition for the Go- 
vernment of Canada—Diſapproved by the Chan- 
cellor, who agoifes the King to fend for Mr. Pitt. 


Bros the meeting of Parliament, the c ur. 


new miniſtry having ſhewn an inclina- — 
| : 5 1 © 
tion to reverſe the ſyſtem purſued by their 


predeceſſors; Lord Bute, who had been the Lord Bute 


reſolv's to 


author of that ſyſtem, took a reſolution to —__ 
remove them. He was no longer terrified . 
by the threats of impeachment. The Duke Piregds 
of Bedford had connived fo long, his Grace Verd. 
could not now bring forward his menaced 
accuſation upon any ground or pretence of 

public principle. He had moreover been 


Vor. 3 B recently 


recently ſtigmatized by violent marks of 


ion for the repeal of the Stamp AR, by the 
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popular odium*®, His Grace was not at 
this time, in the judgment of the Favourite, 
an object of dread or reſpect. 


Lord Bute's attention at this period, was 
directed to another nobleman, Since the 
reconciliation between Lord Temple and his 
brother Mr. Grenville, there had commenced 
a coolneſs between his Lordſhip and Mr. 
Pitt, and between his Lordſhip and Mr. 
James Grenville. They imagined from ſeve- 
ral circumſtances, that their brother had ſup- 
planted them in his Lordſhip's favour and 
confidence. To diſſolve all great connex1ons 
had been Lord Bute's favourite maxim, from 
the moment of his acceſſion to power. 
Nothing, therefore, could be more favour- 
able to his project than this family diviſion. 
He reſolved to ſeize the opportunity which 
this circumſtance ſeemed to offer. Accord- 
ingly, a few days after the meeting of Par- 
liament, when Mr. Pitt had given the deci- 


preceding ſpeech (See * U.) which 


* By the Spitalfield weavers, who had aſſembled in multitudes 
before his houſe, Several partizans of Lord Bute were ſeen 


Mr, 


among them. 
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Mr. Grenville had oppoſed, he ſolicited an 
Interview with Lord Temple and Mr. Gren- 
ville, for the purpoſe of forming a new ad- 
miniſtration. His firſt application was to 
Lord Eglintoun, between whom and Lord 
Temple there ſubſiſted a very warm friend- 
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ſhip. Lord Eglintoun opened his commiſ- 


ſion to Lord Temple at Lord Coventry's, 

where they dined on the firſt Sunday after 
the meeting of parliament. The converſa- 
tion began upon the affairs of America, 
in which the three Lords agreed in opinion, 
that a repeal of the Stamp Act would be a 
ſurrender of the authority of the Britiſh le- 
giſlature over the colonies. Lord Eglintoun 
finding that Lord Temple was of their opi- 
nion, ſaid to his Lordſhip, “ Let us talk no 
more upon that ſubjett here, but let us go 
to your brother.---Has your Lordſhip re- 


ceived no meſſage from him?” Lord Temple 


ſaid, he had not: and in a few minutes after 
they went to Mr. Grenvilles. This matter 
had been* more explicitly opened to Mr. 
Grenville, by Mr. Cadogan, now Lord Cado- 
gan, and Mr. Grenville had requeſted Lord 


Suffolk to acquaint the Duke of Bedford | 


with it, Upon ſeeing his brother, he in- 
ſantly told him, without being aſked a 


B 2 queſtion, * 
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CHAP. queſtion, that an opening ha | been made to 
—_— him of an accommodation with Lord Bute, 
| and that he wanted to conſult his Lordſhip 

| upon making the Duke of Bedford a party 

1 | to the affair.” Lord Temple replied, © that 
N he might do as he pleaſed, but that he, 
himſelf, would have no concern in the 


1 matter.“ 


i! _—_— Another channel to Lord Temple was then 
1 LordTem- purſued, This was by Mr. W. G. Hamilton, 
ä who was in the moſt confidential intimacy 
with his Lordſhip, and who, from the time of 
the ſeparation of Mr. James Grenville, was 
intended to be his Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, if ever he accepted of the Treaſury. 
But Mr. Hamilton, knowing his Lordſhip's 
þ temper and reſolution, with reſpect to Lord 
) Butte, did not warmly recommend the pro- 
poſition. 


| 
| Next day (Monday) Lord Eglintoun went 
to Mr. Grenville's, to delire him to meet Lord 
| h Bute at his houſe; but Mr. Grenville was 
| gone to the Houſe of Commons ; upon 
1 which Lord Eglintoun vent there to him; 
N but meeting with Mr. Stuart Mackenzze, he 
incautiouſly told him of the intended meet- 


ing. 
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ing, and that gentleman immediately 
formed Lord Holland, who ſeeing Lord 
Bute a few moments after, told his Lord- 
ſhip, © That he was going to do a very 
fooliſh thing; but as he had gone ſo far he 
muſt not ſtop; but give them the meeting, 

hear what they had to propoſe, and then 
leave them,” 


Lord Temple called upon his brother juſt 
as he had returned from the Houſe of Com- 
mons. Ina minute or two afterwards, Lord 
Eglintoun came in; and being rejoiced to 
ſee his Lordſhip, begged he would ſtay there 
ten minutes, while he went home. Lord 
Temple ſaid he could not ſt« p ſo long; that 
he was going to the Houſe of Lords upon 
particular buſineſs, and it was growing 
late. Lord Eglintoun then deſired he would 
ſtay only five minutes. This was refuſed: 


laſtly, he requeſted only three minutes; and | 


this was refuſed alſo. But in the expoſtu- 
lation it came out, that it was to meet Lord 
Bute, whom Lord Eghntoun ſuppoſed was, 
by this time, waiting at his own houſe, and 


he wiſhed to fetch him. At length, 'preſ- 


ling the matter very earneſtly, Lord Temple 
anſyered warmly, By G—d [will not;—that 
33 


was 


We 
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oy 


was his expreſſion, and immediately Repped 
into his carriage. 


The Duke of Bedford and Mr. Grenuilla 
met Lord Bute at Lord Eglintoun's. The 


| conference was very ſhort: Lord Bute fol-, 


lowed Lord Holland's advice---he WO 
them—and then left them. He afterwards 


- ſaid to Lord Eglintoun, that he did not meet 
the perſon he wanted to meet {Lord Temple) 
but the perſon he did not want to meet (the 


Duke of Bedford). Some time afterwards, 
Mr. Pitt mentioned this meeting in the 
Houſe of Commons. Mr. Grenwlle did not 


deny it; but ſaid, © That the ſingle propo- 


ſition made, or point ſpoken. of, was rela- 
tive to the beſt means of preventing the in» 
tended repeal of the Stamp Act. No other 
ſubject was mentioned.” | | 


Notwithſtanding the ill ſucceſs of this 
projett, Lord Bute found means, through 


one of the Princels's confidants, to amuſe 


Lord Tu with aſſurances, that a Carte- 
blanche would, in a very little time, be of. 
fered to-him: and this manceuvre was ma- 
naged fo well, he was completely duped by 
it; he believed the aſſurances for ſome time. 

The 
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The deſign was to engage ki warmly in . Pe 
the oppoſition to the repeal of the Stamp $ 
AR; and he fell into the ſnare. Having 
implicitly adopted the American politics of 

his brother, the American politics of the 

Court became an eaſy, and almoſt a natural 
gradation. 


During the progreſs of the bill for the 
repeal of the Stamp Act, it was ſtrongly 
inſinuated in parliament, that the bill was 
very far from being agreeable to the King; 
upon which Lord Rockingham aſſerted, that 
his Majeſty's approbation of the meaſure was 
clear and unequivocal. Next day, Lord 1070 
Strange maintained the contrary—that his anni. 
Majeſty highly diſapproved of the bill. 

Lord Rockingham was greatly ſurpriſed by 1. Rock- 
this explicit declaration from Lord Strange; — , 
and at his next audience of the King, he re. 
queſted the honour of his Majeſty's opinion 

m writing; which the King refuſed to give. 
Thiscircumſtance was an indiſputable proof, 

that notwithſtanding the late negotiation 

had not ſucceeded, yet his Majeſty ſtill with 
held his confidence from his preſent ſer- 
vants. Another change of miniſters was 
doubtleſs in contemplation; although no 
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fre'h applications ſor that purpoſe were yet 
made, : 

However unfortunate theſe miniſters 
might be in the cloſet, yet they rendered 
great and import ant ſervices to the country, 
Their proceedings and conduct are well 
kn:wn; they are to be found in the public 
accounts of the ume; but there is one mea- 
ſure of that adminiſtration which has been 


very imperfectly ſtated, It is concerning 
Dunkirk. 


This point, of frequent and anxious dif. 
cuſſion, ſeems to have been miſtaken by the 
Britiſh miniſters, prior and ſubſequent to. 
Lord Rockinghum. From the peace of 
Utrecht, in the year 1713, to the month of 
September 1705, all our demands concern- 
ing the demolition of Dunkirk have origt- 
nate d in a wrong principle, We have in— 
ſilted upon levelling the ramparts, upon 
filling up the cunette, &c. IJheſe were im- 
material points, to which the F cench Court 
conlente |, after ſome affected. heſitation, 
1 he fori.:cat ons on the land ide are of no 


 con:equence to England, It was the har- 


bour alone that ougit to have engaged 
| * 
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pur attention. Lord Rockingham Taw this 
miſtake; in his adminiſtration only, was 
the demolition of the harbour ſeriouſly at- 
tempted: and had he remained a liitle longer 
in office, it muſt have been accompliſhed, 
His demands were directed to the jettees 
which protect the channel to the harbour, 
and without which the harbour becomes 
totally unſerviceable. Theſe jettees are two 
piers, which project about three quarters of 
a mile from the harbour into the ſea; and 
are about twelve feet high from low. water 
mark: between them is the channel into the 
harbour. His Lordſhip ordered a breach to 
be made in the eaſtern jettee, near the mid- 
dle, ſufficient to admit the ſea. All Dun- 
kirk was inſtantly filled with alarm, . They 
ſaw the ruin of the harbour was inevitable. 
A few tides made the fatt clear. The ſand 
was driven through the breach with ſuch 
aſtoniſhing velocity, it was fully manifeſt 
the channel muſt be entirely choaked in a 
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few days more. Had this breach been made 
larger, which was intended; and another 


made lower down towards the ſea, which 
was alſo intended, the harbour muſt have 
been ſo effectually rendered ufeleſs, that 
pothing larger than a row-boat, or a pilot, 

9 could 
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could have got into it. The French ini- 
mediately ſaw the effect of this ſmall breach, 


and inſtantly put a ſtop to the progreſs of 
the workmen. The reader is to obſerve, 


that in. all the ſtipulations our Court has 
made with France, reſpe&ing Dunkirk, a 
kind of childiſh deluſion has conſtantly been 
admitted —this was—the French were to 
employ their own people to execute our de- 
mands, and we were to ſend our ſurveyors 
to examine and report the ſtate of their 
operation. Our ſurveyors had no controul 
over the workmen; and if the French Go. 
vernor, at any time, chooſe to put a ſtop to 
their labour, we could not oblige them to 
reſume their work. The ſurveyors might 
return to England, and, upon their report, 
the Britiſh Ambaſſador at Paris was uſually 
inſtructed to remonſtrate ; which commonly 
produced an evei{ſive anſwer. The ſur. 
veyors have be-n ſent back, and the ſame 


farce has been played over again. In this 


manner have the negociations concerning 
Dunkirk been conti::ued, dropped, and re- 
vived, from the year 1713. As a proof 
that Lord Rockiwgham was right in this 


matter, we need only obſerve the conduct 


of the French, in this particular, ſince the 
| treaty 
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treaty of 1782, by which vas ſurrendered CHAR 
all claim and concern reſpecting Dunkirk, > 
Inſtead of repairing the fortifications, on the 
demolition of which we formerly ſo ſtre- 
nuouſly inſiſted, or opening the cunette, or 
paying any regard whatever to the land 

fide, their whole attention has been directed 

to widening, deepening, and enlarging the 
harbour, They have made it capacious, ſafe, 

and conventent, Thoſe who think Dunkirk 

a place of no danger to the commerce of 
London, may find their miſtake in a future 

day, 


During this adminiſtration, Mr. Wilkes Negociz- 
returned from France to London; and there MrWilke: 
was ſome communications. between the mi- 
niſters and him. The following is Mr. H. 

Cotes's account of this affair; tranſcribed 
verbatim from his own manuſcript, 


“ Monday the 12th of May 1766, Mr. 
Wilkes arrived in town from France, with 
Mr. Mackleane (formerly in partnerſhip 
with Mr. Stewart, in a druggiſt's ſtore at 
Philadelphia), He was very intimate with 
Mr. Burke, through whoſe intereſt he 'was 
made Governor of the Iſland of St. Martin. 
Mr. 


K 
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Mr. Wilkes had a lodging at Mr. Stewart's, 

in Holles ſtreet, Cavendiſh-ſquare. Mr. Cotes 
did not know of his coming till he ſaw the 
account of his arrival in the Evening-Poſt 
of Tueſday, at his houſe at Byfleet. He 
im mediately came to town, when he found 
a note from Mr. Wilkes, deſiring to ſee him, 
He went immediately; when Mr. Wilkes 
acquainted him, that he was come- to de- 
mand a performance of the repeated pro- 
miſes of the miniſters ; ' which he had in 


Writing, viz. to give him a general pardon, 


five thouſand pounds in caſh, in lieu of 
what he might receive from an attion 
againlt Lord Halifax, and fifteen hundred 
pounds per annum, for forty years, upon 
Ireland, He ſaid, he had ſeen ſeveral peo- 
ple from the miniſters ; they all expreſſed 
great wrath againſt Lord Temple for his 
ſtrong oppoſition to their meaſures ; that 
he had told them, he had very many and 
fingular obligations to Lord Temple ; and if 
that was not the caſe, he had ſo great a re- 
gard for Lord Temple's public and private 
virtues, that nothing under Heaven ſhould 
induce him to do any thing that would give 


that noble Lord a moment's uneaſineſs. 


He deſired me to communicate this to Lord 
Temple, 
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Temple, and to aſſure him of his beſt res CHAN 
ſpects; that he would have waned upon e 
him in perſon, but as he was in an intereſt- 

ing negociation with the pre ſent miniſters, 

he hoped his Lordſhip would excuſe him. 

I went immediately to Lord Temple's bed- 

fide, and related the above to him. He 
ſeemed extremely ſatisfied with Mr. Wilkes's 
conduct, and wiſhed moſt heartily that the 
miniſters might be as good as their pro- 

miſes. He deſired me to convey his kind 
compliments to Mr. Wilkes, and to aſſure 

him of his. friendſhip and approbation of 

his conduct upon the preſent occaſion : at 

the ſame time, he told me, that he was very 
certain that Lord Rockingham had not the 

leaſt intention of ſerving Mr. Wilkes, and 
feared they would deceive him. 


« ] ſaw Mr. Wilkes next morning, and 
found Mr. S. Luttrell* with him. I thought 
that a good omen for Mr. Wilkes, as I knew 
Luttrell to be a friend of Lord Bute; and 
I knew, without that dictator's conſent or 
approbation, nothing would be done for 
my poor friend. However, I found after- 


Wards, that Luttreil only came upon pri- 


— Lord Corkempten, 
vate 
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ANECDOTES AND SPEECHES 
vate buſineſs, Mr. Wilkes was extremely 
well ſatisfied with Lord Temple's anſwer to 
him, but ſeemed to think he ſhould ſucceed 
with the miniſters. He continued in the 
ſame ſentiments all that week; though I 
often told him, from the beſt and moſt au- 
thentic information, that 1 heard they never 
had ſpoke to the King about him, nor dared 
they do it. I went out of town, as uſual, 
on Saturday, and returned on Monday ; 
when-I found my friend much lowered in 
his expectation ; bat ſaid, he ſhould ſee Mr. 
Fitzherbert next day, and hoped things 
would go better. The next day he told 
me, he had got into a damn'd ſcrape, and 
believed he had been deceived, and that my 
information was true, viz. that the miniſters 
did not intend doing any thing for him ; he 
ſaid Mr. Fitzherbert had aſked him, in the 
name of Lord Rockingham, for a carte- 
blanche, to leave it to his Lordſhip to do ag 
he thought proper. To which Mr. Wilkes 
anſwered, that he knew Mr. Fitzherbert to 
be a man of honour, and if the buſineſs was 
to paſs between them, he ſhould have no 
ſort of objection; but wiſhed Mr. Fitzher- 
bert to recolle&, that he himſelf had told 
him the day before, that Lord Rockingham 

had 
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had broke his word with him ten times, and N 


then wiſhed Mr. Fitz herbert to declare whe. XY 
ther he would truſt him ? 


« The next day, (Wedneſday), he IM" 
to have ſome more pleaſing hopes, having 
ſeen Mr. Roſe Fuller*, Mr. G. Onſlow, the 
late Speaker's ſon, and Sir W. Baker. He 
then told me, that they had ſaid the King 
was poſſeſſed with a notion, that the mini- 
ſters had ſent for him, on purpoſe to em- 
barraſs his affairs, and that it would take 
time to diſabuſe the royal ear. I immedi- 
ately made enquiry after the truth of this 
aſſertion, and found it totally void of truth, 
and that the name of Wilkes had never 
reached the royal ear, by any of his mini- 


ſters. Of this I informed him, 


« I found this day (Friday) that they had 
preſſed him much to go back to France, but 
that he had abſolutely refuſed them; and 


* It is an intereſting anecdote of this gentleman, that he was 
violent in oppoſition to ſeveral miniſters; particularly on all queſ- 
tions concerning Britiſh liberty, and American policy; and when 
he died, in the year 1777, it was diſcovered he had received a pen. 
ſion from the Court for many years. His warmth, and apparent 


zeal, induced every oppoſitioa to admit him into their Conte 
fidence, 


deſired, 
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EI defired, I would get him a private lodging 

— Surrey, near the Thames, to facilitate his 
eſcape, in caſe of neceſſity.. I went next 
day to Mr. Jonathan Tyers, who very gen- 
teely offered his houſe at Dorking, but that 
was thought to be too far off. I went to 
Byfleet on Saturday, and left him to go on 
Sunday and ſee a houſe Mr. Tyers had pro- 
vided for him. I offered him Byfleet ; but 
he objeRed, that it would be too public, 
and that it would be declaring againſt the 


preſent miniſters, as they knew my enmity 
to thee. 


On my return on Tueſday, I found he 
had given over all hopes of ſucceſs from the 
miniſters, and deſired I would fee Philips, 

(his Solicitor); and Meſſrs. Glynn and Dun- 
ning, to conſult what was proper to be done, 
previous to his ſurrender on the Friday fol- 
lowing (the firſt day of Term), as he was 

firmly reſolved to ſtand all chances ; and 
ſaid, he had told Meſſrs. Burke and Fitzher- 
bert, that he had taken that reſolution, and 
that if they wanted to ſee a ſteadier man 


than him, they muſt go to Corſica to find 
one, 


66 I ap- 
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* 
1 ] appointed Phalips to meet at Mr. RIS 
Wilkes's next day, in the evening, and we Ae 


1766, 
went to Serjeant Glynn's houſe, in Bloomſ- 
bury-ſquare, who was ſo obliging as to ac- 
company us to Mr. Wilkes, and ſtayed there 
the whole evening. Our diſcourſe ran upon 
the means to be taken, either to appear per- 
ſonally, or by attorney, to reverſe the out- 
lawry; but as the Serjeant had not con- 
fidered of the matter, the conſultation was 

deferred until next morning; when Mr, 
Dunning was to meet. 


J found Sir W. Baker and Mr. Fitzher- 


. bert at Mr. Wilkes's door, next morning, 
- going into Sir William's chariot; who ſaid 
„ to me, © That he was going 7 an em- 
I baſſy for my friend within doors.” I found 
. Meſſrs. Glynn and Dunning in the dining- 
. room with Mr. Wilkes and Philips, and a 
G good deal of diſcourſe upon the proceed- 
a ings upon writs of error, &c. paſſed; but 
2 Mr. Wilkes was deſirous to ſuſpend any re- 
＋ ſolution being taken, until the return of 
* Sir V. Baker and Mr. Fitzherbert, which 
d happened in about two hours; when aſter 


a long converſation with them, and Lord 


| Rockingham's Secretary, Mr. Burke, who 
Vol. II. C came 
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his outlawry, either by error, or appearance, 
chuſe to ſurrender and lie in priſon all that 
time, he had determined to go abroad again. 


He told me, that they had not given him | 


make him any promiſe ; and that he had 
been forced to borrow one hundred pounds | 


had received one hundred and thirty pounds 
before, from the ſubſcription of one m_ 


what he intended to do for Mr. Wilkes ? 


be mentioned of his intentions; that if. his 
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came with them, Mr. Wilkes came up ſtairs 
and told us, that as he could not reverſe 


until November Term, and as he did not | 


any money, nor would Lord Rockingham 
of Mr. Fitzherbert, as a private friend. He 


ſand pounds fer annum promiſed by th 
miniftry, of Mr. Fitzherbert : which Ars 
the whole received of this boaſted affair, 
ſix hundred and thirty pounds for the year 
1765. Mr. Wilkes ſaid, he would certainly 
come in N ovember, and take his chance. 


« Sir W. Baker aſked Lord Rockingham 


Lord Rockingham anſwered, Mr. Wilkes 
muſt truſt to his honour. Sir V. Baker 
ſaid, he would certainly have no objection to 
do that, bur thought that ſomething, ſhould 


Lordſhip would give - his honour to inter- 
cede 
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-cede with the King for his pardon, or do 
any thing elſe in his power for his ſervice, - 
he-would acquaint Mr. Wilkes, who would 
be ſatisfied with reſpect to time, &c. But 


as to truſting to his Lordſhip's honour at 


large, he would conſtrue that as a neglect 
of Mr. Wilkes; and ſhould acquaint him, 
that he had nothing to expett from his 
Lordſhip; and that he ſhould look upon 
this as a ſlight of himſelf, And deſired 


that Mr, Burke might go with him to Mr. 
Wilkes, to whom he delivered the above 


meſſage,” 


In a few days afterwards, Mr. Wilkes re- 
turned to France. When the peace of the 
American colonies had been ſettled, the 


miniſtry took into conſideration the ſtate govern- 
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— to 
France. 


—— 


m nt of 


of Canada; for which great province the c. 


late miniſters had provided no conſtitution. 
This defect they conceived it neceſſary to 
ſupply. And for this purpoſe, they drew 
the outlines of a plan of government, 
preparatory to a bill. This plan, or prin- 
cipal features of one, was ſubmitted to the 


Chancellor (Lord Northington ), who, ſo vinp- a 


far from. approving of it, or offering to cor- 


C2 rect 


E 
cellor. 
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rect it, condemned the whole meaſure in 


—_ the moſt violent terms of indignation and 


Who ad- 
viſes the 
. King to 
ſend for 


Ur, Tut. in parliament as at court, that this advice 
Was 


intemperance. It is to be obſerved, that 
the Chancellor had never been cordially 
their friend; and he feemed eagerly to 
ſeize this opportunity of expreſſing his 


diſlike. His manners were not of the moſt 


gentle kind, nor was his language very 
poliſhed, whenever he indulged in his na- 
tural diſpoſition of reproach ; harſh and 
bitter, vulgar and brutal, were epithets 
frequently applied to his character by many 
of thoſe whole intercourſe with him gave 
them a perfect knowlege of his language 
and manners. And, perhaps, upon noevent 
in his life, they were mote juſtly merited 
than the preſent. He went to the King, 
and complained to his Majeſty of the un- 
fitneſs of his ſervants: he told the King, 
in terms of the utmoſt plainneſs, that 
the preſent miniſters could not go on, 


and that his Majeſty muſt ſend for Mr. 


Pit, 


| It is eaſy to conceive, from the oppoſi- 
tion the miniſters had met with, as well 
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was agreeably received. In conſequence of 
it, his Majeſty commiſſioned the Chancellor 
to confer with Mr. Pitt on the ſubject of a 
new arrangement, 


CHAP. XXXI. 


Lord Northington opens his negociation with Mr. 
Pitt. Duke of Grafton reſigns. Several Per- 


ſons refuſe Places. An Eighteen Days Journal. 


Mr. Pitt ſees the King. Lord Temple ſent 
for, and goes to the King. Conference between 
Mr. Pitt and Lord Temple, at Hampſtead.— 
They differ and ſeparate. Lord Temple has an 
Audience of the King —Returns to Stewe, —Mr. 


Pitt created Earl of Chatham. — His extraordi- 


nary Grants.—-Mr. Townſhend, Manager of the 
Houſe of Commons Several Perſons refuſe 
Places, Lord Rockingham refuſes to ſee Lord 
Chatham. — Mr. Stuart Mackenzie reſtored, — 
Lord Chatham not united with Lord Bute, 


ORD NORTHINGTON opened his 
negociation with Mr. Pitt, through 
the channels of the Duke of Grafton, and 
Mr. Calcraft. Mr. Pitt was at that time at 
his new eſtate in Somerſetſhire; from which 
place he was ſent for. He arrived in Lon- 
don on the eleventh of July; and the 
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CHAP. ſame evening he had a conference with Lord 
* North glon. 


eke erf The Duke of Grafton had lately reſigned 

reigas, his office of Secretary of State, and attached 
himlelf to Mr. Pitt: this attachment he had 
publicly avowed in the Hodſe of Lords“. 
Vi hen it was indiſputably clear, that Lord 
Rockingham's adminiſtration was not ho- 
noured by the countenance and ſupport of 
Mr. Pitt, not only the Duke of Grafton, 
but ſeveral other perſons refuſed to con- 
tribute their aſſiſtance ; from an apprehen- 


* His Grace ſaid in the Houſe of Lords, * That he had no ob- 
jection to the perſons, or to the meaſures of the miniſters he had 
recently left; but that he thought they wanted ſtrength and effi- 
ciency to Carry on proper meaſures with ſucceſs; and that he 
knew but one man v ho could give them that ſtrength and ſolidity 
(meaning Mr. Pitt); that under him, he ſhould be willing to 
ſerve i any capacity, not only as a General Officer, but as a Pio« 
necr, and would take up a Spade and a Mattock,” | 


+ Lord Shelburne refuſed the Board of Trade, and Colonel 
Barre, V ce Tie durer of Ireland. 

His Lord ſh'p refu.ed alſo the Embaſſy to Paris. 

Lord North refuſed the Fxchequer, alſo Vice Treaſurer of 
Ireland. = 

Lord Tuwnſhend refuſed to go to Paris or Madrid. | 

Lord Egment refufed ihe Seals reſigned by the Duke of 
Grafton, 

Lord Hardwicke refuſed them likewife. 
- Loid Lyrnleton reluſed a cabinet ſituation, 


hon, 


r of 


conſulted, nor gave any advice upon this 
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fion, that a new ; edueleliacien would i in a 
ſhort time -be appointed, of which, each 
man flattered himſelf with becoming a part, 
under the idea of forming a more compre- 
henſive ſyſtem. Nobody doubted the ho- 
nour and integrity of Lord Rockingham : 
it was even admitted, that his adminiſlra- 


tion had been regulated, and conducted 


on the pureſt principles of patriotiſm; yet 
there was not virtue enough in the * 
to ſupport him. 


Thoſe who aſſert that Lord Bute was not 
occaſion, mult forget all the preceding fas 


lince the death of George the Second; and 
mult deny his nocturnal viſits, at this time, 


to the King's mother at Carlton Houſe *, 


C4 | Lord 


An eighteen days faithful Journal, ending a few days pre- 
wious to the minifter's ſhaking bands in the year 1766, 
Tueſday, June 24, 1766. From Audley-ſtreet, the Favourite 
ft out about one o'clock, in a poſt coach and four, for Lord 
Litchfield's at Hampton Court, and came home again at ten at 
night; went out directly after in a chair to Miſs Fanfitrart's, 
maid of honour to P. D. of W. in Sackville ſtreet ; ſtaid there 


but a very little white, and then went to Carlton-howe, and re · 


turned hon e abo t twelve o'clock. 
Wedneſday 25. From Audley-ſtreet, the Favourite ſet out in a 
chair at half paſt ſix in the evening, went into Sackville-ſtreet, as 
| | before, 
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ant Northington did not indeed begin his 
negociation with Mr. Pitt, under the imme. 
diate 


before, ſtaid there till paſt ten, then went to Carlton-houſe, and 
returned home about twelve. | 

Thurſday 26. From ditto, the Favourite ſet opt at half paſt 
ſix in the evening in a chair, went into Sackville-ſtreet as before, 
ſaid there til. ten, then went to Carlton-houſe, and came home at 
tue ve. 

Friday 27. At ſeven this morning the Favourite ſet out from 
Audley ſtreet, for his ſeat in Bedfordſhire. 

Sunday 29. The Earl returned from Bedfordſhirg this day to 
dinner; ſet out as before at a quarter paſt ſix for Sackville. ſtreet, 
ſta'd there till about t.n, then went to Carlton houſe, and came 
home at twelve. 

Monday 30. From Audley - ſtreet, the Favourite ſet out in 3 
chair a qua ter paſt ſix, went into Sackville .ſtreet, ſtaid there till 
about ten, then went to * and came home as uſual at 
twelve. 

Tueſday, July 1. From ditto, at half paſt ſix, in a chair to 
Sackville ſtreet, ſtad there till ten, then to Carlton houſe, and 
thence home at twelve. 

Wedneſday 2. From ditto, ditto, ditto, and ditto. 

Thurſday 3. At fix this morning, the Favourite ſet out from 
Audley-ſtrc et for his ſeat in Bedfera ſhire. ; 

Saturday 5. The Favourite returned to Audley ſtreet from 
ditto this day to dinner ; at half paſt ſix went to Sackville. ſtreet, 
ſtaid there as uſual till about ien, then to Carlton-houſe, and af. 
terwards came home about twelve. 

Sunday 6. At half paſt ſix to Sackville-ftreet as uſual, about 
ten to Curlton-houſe, and home at twelve as before, 

Monday 7. At three quarters pail ſix to Sackville ſtreet a9 
uſual, about ten to Carlton-houſe, and home at twelve. 

Tueſaay 8 At halt palt ſix to Sackville-ſtreet, about ten to 
Cariton houle, and home at twelve. | 

Wedneſday 9. At hali pait lix to eackville-ſtreet, about ten to 
Cariton - houſe, and home at twelve, 


Fhurſday 


were conltantly drawn, and the chair taken into the houſe, 
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diate and perſonal directions of Lord Bute, © 
but Lord Bute's influence pervaded through 7 
a higher channel, 


Lord Northington offered Mr. Pitt a Carte. 
blanche. Although Mr. Pitt did not diſpute 
his Lordſhip's authority or veracity, in 
making this offer, yet he wiſhed to have it 

confirmed by the King. Mr. Pitt was in- 


troduced to the King at Richmond. The 


conference was very ſhort. His Majeſty 
confirmed the offer made by his Chancellor; 
and added, that he had no terms to propoſe. 
He put himſelf into his (Mr. Pitts) hands“. 

Ein 


Thurſday 10. This morning at ſeven the Favourite and his 
lady ſet out from Audley-ſtreet for Bedfordſh re. 


Saturday 12. Returned this day from Bedfordſhire to Sw, 
and, being Lord Mount Steuart's birth-day, he went out at eight 
this evening to Sackville- ſtreet, ſtaid there till paſt ten, then went 
to Carlton-hou.e, and returned home about twelve, 

Sunday 13. At half paſt ſix to Sackville-ſtreet, ſaid there till 
paſt ten, then to Carlton-houle, and home at twelve. 

Monday 14. At half paſt 6x to Sackville-ſtreet, ſtaid there till 
ten, tlien to Carlton-houſe, ſtaid there till paſt twelve, and then 
returned homes 


N. B. The curtains of the chair from Audley to Sackville-ſt 


The King had ſo often entreated Mr. Pitt to enter into his 
ſervice, Mr. Pitt frankly acknowled. ed to Mr. Calcraft he could 
reſiſt the entrecties no longer; and befides, he ſaid, they were 
made in a manner ſo preſſing and affecting, no perſon ſuſceptible 

| Os of. 
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This was on Saturday the 12th of. July“. 
In the evening Mr. Pitt had another con- 
© ference with the Chancellor, and afterwards 


with General Conw+y, with whom he ſettled 


the principal arrangements. Next day ( Sun- 
day) the Chancellor, by his Majeſty's com- 
mand, ſent for Lord Temple, who was at 
Stowe, in Buckinghamſhire. His Lordſhip 
came to town on the fourteenth. Next 
morning he waited upon the King at Rich- 
mond, before h ſaw Mr. Pitt. The King 
acquainted is Lordihip with the offer that 
had been made to Mr. Pitt, and added, 
that he expected his Lordſhip would aſſiſt 
Mr. Pitt in forming the arrangements. Next 
day, which was the 16th, © + his Lordſhip 


of feeling for the diſtreſs of the country, could remain obdurate, 
To this art Mr. Yorke alſo fell a faciitice, in the month of Janu- 
See Chajter XxxV. 


* Vide the dates, of the lat three days, of the preceding 
eighteen days journal. 1 


+ This account of the conference between Mr. Pit and Lord 
Temple at Bampſtead, and the ſubſequent audience of the King, 
are taken from a pamphlet called n Enquiry, &c. Lord Chefter- 
field, in lus letters to his ſon, ſays, this pamphlet was written by 
But his Lordſhip was mittaken. The pamphlet 
was written by Mr. Humphry Cotes, aſſiſted by another perſon, 
It is, however true, that the particular fact, tated in this account 
of the conference and of the audience, were communicated-by 
Lord Temple, in conver ation, to Mr. Cotes; who, wi:hout 


Lord Temple's participation, cauied them to be publiſhed, = 
received 
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received a very affectionate letter from Mr, CHA FP 
Pitt, then at North End, Hampſtead, de- = 
firing to ſee his Lordſhip. there, as his health 
would not permit him to come to town. 

His Lordſhip went; and Mr. Pit acquainted 

him, that his Majeſty had been graciouſly 
pleaſed to tend for him, to form an admini- 
ſtration ; and as he thought his Lordſhip 
indiſhenſable, he deſired his Majeſty to gate 


tween Mr. 


ſend for him, and put him at the head of Pd 
the Treaſury ; and that he himſelf would peu 
take the polt of Privy Seal. Mr. Pitt then teas” 
produced a liſt of ſeveral perſons, which he 

ſaid, he had fixed upon to go in with his 
Lordſhip ; and which, he added, was not to 

be altered. Lord Temple ſaid, that he had 

had the honour of a conference with his Ma- 

jeſty at Richmond the evening before, and 
that he did not underſtand, from what paſſed 
between them, that Mr. Pitt was to be ab- 

ſolute maſter, and to form every part of the 

adminiſtration; if he had, he ſhould not 

have given himſelf the trouble of coming to 

Mr. Pitt upon that ſubjett, being determined 

to come in upon an equality with Mr. Pitt, 

in caſe he was to occupy the moſt reſponſi- 

ble place under government. And as Mr. 

Pit had choſen only a de- glace, without 


any 
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l. any reſponſibility annexed to it, he ſhould 

76g. inſiſt upon ſome of his friends being in the 
cabinet offices with him, and in whom he 
could confide: which he thought Mr. Pitt 
could have no objection to, as he muſt be 
ſenſible he could not come in with honour, 
unleſs he had ſuch nomination; nor did he 
defire, but that Mr. Pitt ſhould have his 

| ſhare of the nomination of his friends. And 

| his Lordſhip added, that he made a ſacriſice 

if of his brother Mr. G. Grenville, who, not- 

| withſtanding his being entirely out of place, 

1 and excluded from all connection with the 

4 intended ſyſtem, would nevertheleſs give him 

(Lord Temple) all the aſſiſtance and ſupport 

* in his power: that it was an idea to concili- 

ate all parties, which was the ground that 

had made Mr. Pitt's former adminiſtration 

ſo reſpectable and glorious, and to form 

upon the ſolid baſis of union, an able and 

reſponſible adminiſtration; to brace the re- 

| | laxed ſinews of government, retrieve the 

| honour of the crown, and purſue the per- 

manent intereſt of the public: but that if 

Mr. Pitt inſiſted upon a ſuperior dictation, 

| and did not chuſe to join in a plan deſigned 

| for the reſtoration of that unzon, which at 

li | no time was ever ſo neceſſary, he deſired 


the 
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the conference might be broke off, and that CHA P. 


Mr. Pitt would give himſelf no further trou- 
ble about him, for that he would not ſubmit 
to the propoled conditions, 


« Mr. Pitt, however, inſiſted upon con- 
tinuing the conference; and aſked, who thoſe 
perſons were whom his Lordſhip intended 
for ſome of the cabinet employments? His 
Lordſhip anſwered, that one in particular 
was a noble Lord of approved character, and 
known abilities, who had laſt year refuſed 
the very office now offered to him (Lord 
Temple) though preſſed to it in the ſtrongeſt 
manner, by the Duke of Cumberland and 
the Duke of Newcaſtle ; and who being their 
common friend, he did not doubt Mr. Pitt 
himſelf had in contemplation. This worthy 
and reſpettable perſon was Lord Lyttleton. 
At the concluſion of this ſentence, Mr. Pitt 
ſaid, Good God! how can you compare 
him to the Duke of Grafton, Lord Shelburne, 
and Mr, Conway? Beſides, continued he, 7 
have taken the Privy Seal, and he cannot 
have that. Lord Temple then mentioned 
the poſt of Lord Preſident: upon which 
Mr. Pitt ſaid, that could not be, for he had 
engaged the Preſidency: but, fays he, Lord 
Hhyttle- 
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Hitleton may have a penfion. To which 
Lord Temple immediately anſwered, that 
would never do; nor would he ftain the 
bud of his adminiſtration with an accumu- 
lation of penſions. It is true, Mr. Pitt 


vouchſafed to permit Lord Temple to nomi- 


nate his own Board; but at the ſame time 
inſiſted, that if two perſons of that board 
(TI. Townſhend and G. Onflow, Eſqrs.) were 
turned out, they ſhould have a compenſa- 
tion, i. e. penſions. | 


“ Mr. Pitt next aſked, what perſon his 


Lordſhip had in his thoughts for Secretary 


of State? His Lordſhip anſwered, Lord 
Gower ; a noble lord of great alliance; and 


in whom he hoped to conciliate and unite a 


powerful party, in order to widen and 
ſtrengthen the bottom of his adminiſtration, 
and to vacate even the idea of oppoſition; 
thereby to reſtore unanimity in Parliament, 
and in the public. To this his Lordſhip 
added, that he had imparted his deſign to 
Lord Gower, nor did he know whether that 
noble Lord would accept of the 3 


Lord Temple . wrote to Lord Gower, to excuſe 


che mention he had made of his name. 


but 
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but he mentioned it now, only as a com- g;“ 


prehenſive meaſure, to attain the great end 
he wiſhed, of reſtoring unanimity by a re- 
cConciliation of parties; that the buſineſs of 
the nation might go on without interrup- 
tion, and become the only buſineſs of par- 
liament. But Mr. Pitt rejected this pro- Tt 
poſal, evidently healing as it appeared, by 
ſaying, that he had determined Mr. Conway 
ſhould ſtay in his preſent office, and that he 
had Lord Shelburne to propoſe for the other 
office, then held by the Duke of Richmond; 


ſo that there remained no room for Lord 


Gower. This Lord Temple ſaid, was com- 
ing to his firſt propoſition of being ſole and 
abſolute dictator, to which no conſideration 
ſhould ever induce him to ſubmit. And 
therefore he infiſted upon ending the con- 
ference; which he did with ſaying, That 


— 


17 Uus 


They 6d 


if he had been firſt called upon by the King . 


he ſhould have conſulted Mr. Pitt's honour, 
with regard to the arrangement of miniſters, 
and have given him an equal ſhare in the 
nomination; and that he thought himſelf 


ill. treated by Mr. Pit, in his not obſerving 
the like conduct.“ 


Here the cnference ended. 
Next 


Tate. 


And 
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Next day Lord Temple had an audienceof 
the King in the cloſet ; when his Lordſhip 


told his Majeſty, in ſubllance, « That Mr. 


Pitt's terms were of ſuch a nature, he could 
not poſſibly accept of them conſiſtently with 
his honour : that he had made a ſacrifice of 


his brother to Mr. Pitt's reſentment, in or- 


der to accommodate with him; but that 
gentleman inſiſted upon bringing in a ſet of 
men, ſome of whom were perſonal enemies 


to his Lordſhip, and with whom he had 


differed upon the moſt eſſential points of 


government; and would not permit him to 


name one friend for the cabinet, in whom 


he had an entire confidence: and had aſ- 
ſumed a power to himſelf, to which his 
Lordſhip never could ſubmit; for if he did, 
the world would ſay, with great juſtice, 
that he went in like a child, to go out like 
a fool. That his wiſh was to retrieve the 
honour of the nation by an adminiſtration 
formed upon a broad bottom, and compoſed 
of men of the beſt abilities, without reſpe& 
to party, which his principal view was to 
extinguiſh; in order that the whole atten- 
tion of parliament might be confined to the 


great objects of national concern. That 


be had never been a ſuitor to his Majeſty 
either 
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either for himſelf or his friends, for any 
place of honour or emolument; he did not 
even ſeek the preſent offer; yet he was ex- 
tremely willing to ſacrifice his own peace 
and leiſure, to the ſervice of his Majeſty and 
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the country, provided he could do it with 


honour; but that, he added, was in his own 
diſpoſal, and he would not make a compli- 
ment of it to any man. 


« In the evening (of the ſame day) the 
noble Lord told Lord Northington, that the 
farce was at an end, and the malque was 


off; his Lordſhip need not have ſent for 


him from the country, for there was no 


real wiſh or intention to have him in the 


adminiſtration.” 


Lord Temple returned to Stowe. The 
natural diſpoſition of this noble Lord, was 
the moſt amiable that can be conceived, to 
his friends; but when offended, his diſap- 


probation was warm and conſpicuous—his 


And re- 
turns to 
Stowe. 


language flowed ſpontaneonſly from his 


feelings; his heart and his voice always 
correſponded. With ſuch a temper, it was 
not probable that the cauſe of his ſeparation 

Vol. II. D ä from 
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P. from Mr. Pitt would either be concealed, 
or indifferently expreſſed. 


Mr. Pitt having made choice of the office 
of Privy Seal for himſelf, was neceſſarily 
created a peer This was announced to the 
public, in the London Gazette in the fol- 
lowing words St. James's, July go. 
The King has been pleaſed to grant unto 
the Right Honourable Wilkam Fitt, and 
his heirs male, the dignity of a Viſcount 
and Earl of Great Britain, by the name, 
ſtyle and title of Viſcount Pitt, of Burton- 
Pynſent, in the county of Somerſet, and 
Earl of Chatham, in Kent.'—A liſt of the 
perſons, to whom his Lordſhip diſtributed 
the offices of State, may be ſeen at the 
end of the work*, Although he continued 

„ 


* But the following extraordinary grants are proper to be men- 
tioned here.—Having made Lord Northington Preſident of the 
Council, it was ſtipulated, that whenever his Lordſhip ſhould 
rehgn that poſt, he ſhould receive during his life a penſion of 
4000l. 

Alſo the reverſion of the Hanaper was ſecured to him for two 
lives, after the demiſe of the Duke of Chandos; ſalary ſuppoſed 
to be per annum 13gol. 

The reverſicn of a Teller of tlie Exchequer for Lord Camden“ 
ſon, Salary about per annum. 3 Sool. 

A pen- 
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Mr. Conway, in his poſt of Secretary of „Af 
State, yet he gave the management of the g. 
Houſe of Commons to Mr. Townſhend; and „ ro 
Lord Granby was put at the head of the Regt. 


army. Before Lord Chatham had finally ass. 

ſettled his arrangements, he made ſeveral 

offers to different perſons of great weight 

and conſideration, with a view of ſtrength- 

ening his miniſtry, and of detaching them 
from their friends, But that ſupenority of 

mind, which had denied him the uſual 

habits of intercourſe with the world, gave 


an air of auſterity to his manners, and 


] precluded the policy of a convenient conde- 
. ſcenſion to the minutiz of politeneſs, and 
] faſcinating powers of addreſs. He made an 
j offer of Secretary of State to Lord Gower, 
4 whom he had refuſed, when propoſed for 
J that office by his brother. He made offers 

| A penſion to Lord Camden on the Iriſh Eſtabliſhment, in ca'e 
T he ſhould loſe his poſt of Lord Chancellor before there is a va- 


cancy in the Exchequer for his ſon; per annum r 5o0l. 

A penſion to Col. Ligonier for ies on England; per annum 
1% %%. | 
A ſurrender of the borough of Orford to Lord Hertford —— 
Mr. Stanley appointed Ambaſlador to Ruſſia, but never went— 
Lord Briſtol appointed Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, but never 

went 
An additional penſion to Prince Ferdinand, on the Iriſh Eſtab. 
liſhment, per annum aoool, 
D 2 


to 


Several 

er ſons re- 
* 
Ld. Rock- 
ingham re- 
ſuſes to ſee 
Ld. Chat- 
ham. 
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to Lord Scarborough, Mr. Dowdeſwell and 
ſeveral others. But in ſuch terms of hau- 
teur, as ſeemed to provoke, though unin- 
tentionally; the neceſſity of refuſal *. They 
were all rejected. He then waited upon 
Lord Rockingham, at his houſe in Groſvenor- 
ſquare; but Lord Rockingham, who was at 
home, refuſed to ſee him.—Thele circum- 
ſtances chagrined him conſiderably. He 
now found, for the firſt time in his life, that 
ſplendid talents alone were not ſufficient to 
fupport the higheſt ſituations ; that the go- 
vernment of a party and the government of 
a nation, were as diſtinct in their features as 
in their principles. He now felt the loſs of 
his brother, Lord Temple, whole gracious 
affability procured him the eſteem of all 
ranks of people, while the ſplendor of his 
own talents commanded their admiration. 
Theſe two great men united, made a hoſt 
againſt the world; but when ſeparated, they 
became the inſtruments of two factions; 
both of them without intending it, and for 
ſome time without perceiving it: Lord 


* To the firſt, an abrupt meſſage was ſent, * That he might 
have an office if he would.“ To the ſecond, That ſuch an office 
was ſtill vacant,” To a third, That he muſt take ſuch an office 


* or none.“ 


5 . Chatham 
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Chatham of the court, and Lord T. of CHAP. 


XXXI. 


the oppoſition. 1766. 


One of the firſt acts of Lord CHatham's dee, 
adminiſtration, was the reſtoration of Mr. e.“ 
Stuart Macſenzie. He did this in the hand- 
ſomeſt manner poſſible.— When Mr. Mac- 
kenzie was firſt appointed to the ſinecure 
of Privy Seal for Scotland, he was ho- 
noured with the royal aſſurance, that he 
ſhould enjoy the place for his life, But 
the Duke of Bedford had obliged his Ma- 
Jelty to break his promiſe in the year 1765, 
in order to convince the nation, that he 
(the Duke) was not under the influence of 
Lord Bute. Lord. Chatham thought this 
removal ſuch a flagrant violation of the 
royal promiſe that he made this reparation 
of the King's private honour one of the 
firſt acts of his miniſtry without regarding 
the unpopularity of the meaſure, This 
circumſtance indiſputably proves, that Lord 
Chatham was not unfavourably diſpoſed to 
the King's friendſhips, nor even to his par- 
tlalities—And if ve reflect a moment upon 

the great political talents of his Lordſhip, 
and the wonderful effects of his return to 
office in the year 1757, we may fafely ſay, 
D 3 | that 
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CHAP: that every public intereſt, and every pri- 


© vate attachment might have been at this 
period, as harmoniouſly arranged, and 
would probably have been honoured with 

equal ſuccels, and ſupported by ſimilar una- 
nimity, had he found the ſame fidelity in the 
cloſet, | 


The reſtoration of Mr. S. Mackenzze, the 
fact of his own peerage, and his ſudden 
difference with Lord Temple, gave cauſe and 
credit to a ſuſpicion, which all the minions 
of the court aſſiduouſly encouraged and 
circulated, and which in a ſhort time pre- 
vailed throughout the kingdom—That the 
Earl of Chatham had joined the Earl of Bute, 

14; chr However ſtrong the appearances were, it is 

win long Certainly true, that the ſuſpicion was un- 

But founded, What was ſaid of Lord Rocking- 
ham, on a ſimilar cauſe of ſuſpicion might 
with equal veracity be ſaid of Lord Chat- 
ham—* That with the Earl of Bute he had 
no perſonal connection, nor correſpondence 
of council; he neither - courted him, nor 
perſecuted him.“ 


* By Mr, Burke, 
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CH AP. XXXIL 


Embargo on the Exportation of Corn—State of 
Parties Conference between Lord Chatham and 

te Duke of Bedford as Bath—Con/erence between 
Lord Chatham and Lord Edgcumbe—1ts conſe- 
quences—The Admiralty offered to Lord Gower — 
Conduct of the Court—Second Conference with the 
Duke of Bedſord—Breaks off. 


OC never was known in England 


ſo wet a ſummer as that of this year. 
From the month of March to the month of 
Auguſt, there were not ſucceſſively two fair 
days. This uncommon ſeaſon injured the 
corn harveſt prodigiouſly. Towards the end 
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of the ſummer, when the extent of the in- 


Jury was manifeſt, miniſters held ſeveral 
councils upon the ſubjett. At length they 
iſſued a proclamation, commanding an em- 
bargo to be laid on the exportation of corn. 
Lord Chatham did not attend any of theſe 
councils. To the ſecond council he ſegt 
his opinion in writing, which was in favour 
of the embargo. When Parliament met, 
miniſters defended their conduct upon this 

D4 parti- 


Embargo 
On the exe 
portation 
of cor! 
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CHAP. particular point, by the ſame arguments, 
T — — and avowed the ſame doctrines which had 
been uſed in the defence of ſimilar arbitrary 
meaſures by the friends of the Stuarts. 


BS The conſtitution was very ably ſupported 
; by Lord Mansfield, Lord Temple, and Lord 
* Lyitleton. And their arguments were after- 
| 0 wards publiſhed in a pamphlet, entitled, 4 
1 Speech againſt the ſuſpending and diſpen ſing 
| Wo. Prerogative. Many people aſcribed this 
| ſpeech to Lord Mansfield, But they were 
1 miſtaken. The pamphlet was written under 


the eye of Lord Temple, by a gentleman at 
the bar, who was preſent at the debate, and 
who vas alſo aſſiſted in the compoſition by 
Lord Lyttleton. | 


A few days after the proclamations were 
iſſued reſpecting the embargo®, Lord Chat- 
ham retired to Bath for the benefit of his 

health. During his ſlay at Bath, the Duke 

of Bedford came there for the ſame reaſon. 

Lord Chatham ſolicited an interview with 

State of his Grace, His Lordſhip's view was, to 
beiden detach the Duke from Mr. Grenville, Lord 
Chatham was not unacquainted, that a pow- 
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erful and violent oppoſition was forming 
againſt him, It was menaced, that this 
oppoſition would conſiſt of the late miniſtry, 
whom, for diſtinction's ſake, and becauſe the 
Duke of Newcaſtle was yet alive, was ſome- 
times called the Pelham's; of the relations 
of his own family, and their friends, whos 
though a minor party, were yet a growing 
one; and of the Bedford intereſt, which at 
that time was r ſpectable, firm and compatt. 
The two laſt intereſts were united. His de- 
ſign was to ſeparate them; and to ſtrengthen 
his adminiſtration by an acquiſition of the 
Duke of Bedford, He thereiore opened his 
conference with his Grace, by making the 
ſtrongeſt aſſurances, that he ſhould be par- 
ticularly happy to ſee the King's adminiſtra- 
tion countenanced and ſupported by his 
Grace's approbation and intereſt. The 
Duke making no reply to this exordium, 
Lord Chatham proceeded, by ſaying, that he 
would frankly lay before his Grace the prin- 
cipal meaſures he intended to purſue, 


1 irt. He intended to keep the peace 
inviolate, and to keep a watchful eye over 
the Princes on the Continent, that they did 
the ſame, 


Secondly, 


41 


CHAP. 
xXXII. 


— 
1766. 


Confer- 
ence 114 
tween 
Chatham 
and the 
Duke of 
Bedtord. 


Wh " 

Fl 42 ANECDOTES AND SPEECHES 

99 | | | 

1 XXII. Secondly. He would enter into no conti- 
WM | * N 

iF| >, nental connections, nor make any ſubſidiary 
Mig treaty with any European power. 


Thirdly. He would obſerve ſuch a ſtrict 
and rigid economy, as ſhould command 
the approbation of the moſt frugal member 
of Parliament, 


The Duke replied, that theſe were the 
very meaſures for which he had always de- 
clared and contended. They were hrs mea- 
ſures, and he would certainly ſupport them, 
whether his friends were 1n, or out of office, 


Not a word was ſpoken of America, nor 
of any arrangements, 


They parted in ſimilar conceptions, that 
this interview was only a prelude to another, 
And this accounts for a great part of the 
Bedford intereſt being neuter at the meeting 
of Parliament. | 

Lord Chatham's next ſtep was, an attempt 
to divide the Newcaſtle intereſt. He began 
with Mr. Shelly, the Duke's near relation. 
To him, he promiſed the Staff of 9 

5 0 
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of the Houſhold; which at this time was A. 
in the hands of Lord Edgcunibe, In his "RO 
expectations of accompliſhing his delign, 

he was too ſanguine. It is true, he pro- 

cured the diſmiſſion of Lord Edgeu be, and 

the appointment of Mr. Shelly; but the diſ- 
miſſion ef Lord Edgcumbe was attended 

with conſequences which rather weakened 
than ſtrengthened his 4dminiſtration; and ſo 

far from dividing, or diſmaying his oppo- 
nents, rather cemented their union, and 
provoked their reſentment, | 


Ihe particulars of this diſmiſſion were as 
follows; 


* « About the 20th of November, 1756, Confer. 


ence be. 


the Miniſter ſent a note to Lord E. acquaint- ive 14. 


ing his Lordſhip, * That a Great Perſon- ada 
age had determined upon making ſome 
alterations in his ſervants; and that he | the 
Miniſter] ſhould be glad to ſee Lord E. in 
Bond-ſtreet, or he would wait upon his 
Lordſhip in Upper Groſvenor-ſtreet,” 
Lord E. directly waited upon the Miniſter 


in Bond-ſtreet, The Miniſter began with 


$ From the Political Regiſter, Vol. z. p. 278. 
| con 
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commending his Lordſhip's abilities, his 
virtues, his integrity, and recited the con- 
tents of his letter. Then, after ſome pauſe, 
he ſaid, © He was very ſorry for it, was ex- 
tremely concerned it ſhould happen ſo 
but—it was neceſſary—,” Here Lord E. 
ſtopped him ſhort, and bluntly demanded, 
« if his poſt was deſtined for another.” 
The Miniſter, after a little pauſe, acknow- 
ledged that it was, and that it had been ſo 
for ſome time, Lord E, then proceeded to 


remind him of the meaſures of the late op- 


poſition; * that he had, four years, ſteadily 
and umſormly ſupported thoſe meaſures; 
meaſures which he | the Miniſter | had ap- 
proved and adopted, and which were now 
happily effected: that he had never deſerted 
any of the great queſtions upon the ſubjects 
of the liberties and intereſts of his country; 
and expreſſed his aſtom{ſhment that this 
treatment ſhould be the reward of a conduct 
that had manifeſtly the approbation of, and 
was agrecable to, the ſpirit and principles 
of the Miniſter, while in oppoſition.“ The 
force of theſe truths, and this concluſion, 
obviouſly made an impreſſion upon the Mi- 


niſter: and he ſaid, © that however unwilling 


a Great Perſonage was to increaſe the num- 
ber 
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ber of his Lords of the Bedchamber, yet Ki. 
he [the Miniſter] would nevertheleſs ven- 
ture to place his Lordſhip upon that liſt,” 
Lord E. directly made anſwer, * That how- 
ever willing he really was to hold ſome place, 
in order that he might continue in office 
with his friends, and ſupport the meaſures 
of government, yet, after this uſage, he 
would not take any place, nor reſign that 
which he held, to any but the Great Per- 
ſonage himſelf,” And added “ that it was 
extremely impolitic thus to turn out perſons 
of rank; perſons of great parliamentary 
intereſt,” The Miniſter burſt out —* Oh!“ 
ſaid he, “if that be the caſe, let me feel my- 
« ſelf! J deſpiſe your parliamentary in- 
% tereſt! I do not want your aſſiſtance!“ 
And added, that he truſted to the upright- 
neſs of his meaſures for the ſupport and con- 
fidence of the K——; and the favour and 
attachment of the people; and acting upon 
theſe principles,” ſaid he, I dare look in 
the face the proudeſt connections E this coun- 
try!” They parted. 


* Two days after, Lord E. received a 
note ſignifying a Great Perſon's deſire of his 
aff. On Monday the 24th of November, 
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1766, he waited on the Great Perſon, who 
ſaid, © that he was very ſorry to part with 
his Lordſhip, of whoſe ſervices he had a 
very high opinion, as well as of his Lord- 
{ſhip's abilities, and attachment to his perſon, 
and eſpecially becauſe his Lordſhip had no 
mixture of factious principles in his diſpo- 
ſition; But,” ſays he, © My miniſters tell me 
it muſt be ſo; and added, © that the idea of 
the bed-chamber was purely his own.” 
Lord E. returned the Great Perſon “ his 
ſincere and moſt humble thanks for the good 
opinion he was pleaſed to entertain of him; 
and expreſſed the great obligation he was 
under for it, and the more ſo,” added he, 
for not preſſing the bed-chamber upon 
me; all which more than pay me for the ill 
uſage of your miniſters.” The ſtaff was 
given up, and Mr. Shelly appointed Trea- 
ſurer of the Houſhold. 

« Next day the Earl of Be/sborough, who 
was one of the joint Poſt-maſters, offered to 
make room for Lord E. by propoſing to re- 


ſign that poſt in favour of his Lordſhip, and 


taking the bed-chamber, which had been 
offered to that Lord. But this obliging offer 


was rejected. Upon which the Duke of 


Port- 
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portland, the Earls of Bgſsborough and Scar- e HAP 


— — 


Borough und Lord Monſon, reſigned the next "3 
day, which was Wedneſday, November the 


26th, 1766. And theſe reſignations were 
immediately followed by thoſe of Sir Charles 
Saunders, Sir William M rrediti Admiral 
Keppel, &c." 


In conſequence of theſe reſignations, Lord S 
Chatham reſol ved to renew his overtures to Le. 
the Bedford intereſt. The office of firſt 
lord of the Admiralty, which Sir Charles 
Saunders had reſigned, he immediately ten- 
dered to Lord Gower. But that Lord did 


not think proper to accept it (though he 


did not refuſe it) without firſt conſulting 


the Duke of Bedſord, who at this time was 
at Wooburn. And. having given this an- 
{wer to Lord Chatham, he went on the 28th 
to Wooburn to conſult his Grace. Next 
day Lord Chatham had a long conference in 
the cloſet. He laid open the plan of his in- 
tended alliance with the Bedford zmtereſt, to 
fill the vacancies occaſioned by the late re- 
ſignations. But the conduct of the great 
leader of this intereſt, when laſt in office, 

had created ſo violent a prejudice againſt 
him, Lord Chatham found the execution of 


his 
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his plan to be impracticable in the whole 
extent that he deſigned it; for he intended 
to have included the Duke himſelf in his 
new arrangement. But he was intreated to 
abandon all thonghts of that nobleman. 
He was promiſed the warmeſt, the fulleſt, 
moſt ſincere, and moſt effectual ſupport. 
He yielded to th-ſe aſſurances, or, as he 


ſaid afterwards, he could not reſiſt them: 
and ſeveral vacant offices were filled be- 


fore Lord Gower returned from Wooburn. 


The names of the perſons appointed, will 
ſufficiently diſtinguiſh the intereſt which 
prevailed. Lord Le Deſpencer, who had 
been Lord Bute's Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, was made Poſtmaſter; Mr. 7en- 
kinſon, now Lord Liverpool, who had been 


Lord Bute's private fecretary, was made a 


Lord of the Admiralty.. The reſt the rea- 
der will find in the Liſt of Changes- at the 
end of the Work. By this arrangement, 
Lord Chatham ſeemed to be entirely united 
to the court. He certainly. truſted to the 
promiſes which had been made for his ſup- 
port; and he gave them full credit, becaule 


he believed them to be ſincere. 


On 
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On the firſt of December Lord Gower re- 
turned from Wooburn, with the Duke of 
Bedford. A few hours after their arrival 
in London, the Duke waited on Lord Chat- 
ham, in Bond-ſtreet. The conference be- 
tween theſe two noble Peers was very ſhort. 
Lord Chatham's purpoſe was to conceal the 
engagement he had made with the court. 
The Duke's idea was, that the negociation 
begun at Bath, and continued with Lord 
Gower, was ſtill open. His Grace there- 
fore requeſted ſome of the vacant offices for 
his friends, and an Engliſh peerage for the 
Marquis of Lorne, now Duke of Argyll. He 
aſked nothing for himſelf; but added, that 
the meaſures which had been avowed at 
Bath, he expected were {till to be purſued, 
Lord Chatham began with putting a poſitive 
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and unqualified negative on the peerage of 


Lord Lorne, Then, as to the offices, he 
ſaid, there were very few vacant. He had 
beſtowed the Admiralty upon Sir Edward 
Hawke, and given to Mr. 7enkinſon and Sir 
Piercy Brett the two vacant ſeats at that 
Board, and Lord Le Deſpencer was deſtined 
for the Poſt-office. And as to meaſures, he 
obſerved, he had never altered his opinion 
of the peace, it was the ſame that he had 

Vor. II. E declared 


1 
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n. declared in Parliament: And with reſpect 
Vic. to Pruſſia, he was reſolved to ſupport and 
maintain the alliance with that monarch. 
From theſe anſwers, the Duke was con. 
vinced, that all thoughts of negociation were 
at an end, and next morning his Grace re- 


turned to Wooburn, 
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- Further arrangements. Lord Chatham regets the 
Loſs of Lord Temple. Seized with the Gout at N 
Bath, and at Marlborough Comes to Hamp- 
ſtead. — Another Change med:tated. — General 
Conway wiſhes to reſig n. — Lord Northington 
wiſhes to reſugn.— King's Meſſage to Lord Chat- 
ham.—Duke of Newcaſtle 1s very anxious to pre- 
ſerve the Union of the Oppoſuuon.— Appl cation 
to Lord Rockingham. —Declaration of the Duke © 
of Bedford, Lord Temple and Mr. Grenville — 
Declaration of the Duke of Newcaſtle.—Con- 
ference at Newcaſtle Houſe. — Breaks off. —Im- 
fortance of the Miniſter of tle Houſe of Com- 
mons.—America the True Cauſe. Second Con- 
ference at Newcaſtle Houſe — Anecdotes of Mr. 
Lownds's Tickets, and of the Fudge's T chets.— 
Nabob of Arcots M-mbers.— Judge Yates tam- 
pered with. — Lord Rockingham waits on the 
King,-Lord Holland adviſes the King. 


ITH a view to detach ſome of the ex. 
Duke of Bedfora's friends from his XXXIII. 


. . 1766. 
Grace's intereſt, Lord Chatham, in ten days Further 


after the preceding negociation was cloſed, ae. 
gaye the ſame peerage to the Marquis of 


E 2 Lorne, 
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2 8 Lorne, which he had refuſed to the requeſt 
7:5" of the Duke of Bedford. And at the ſame 
time Mr. Nugent, who was placed at the 
head of the Board of Trade, was created 
Lord Clare. But the American buſineſs, 
uſually managed and tranſacted at that 
Board, was transferred to the office of the 
Southern Secretary of State; and the 
Board itſelf was reduced to the ſtate of a 
board of reference only. As ſoon as Lord 
Chatham had made this alteration, and a 

few other leſſer arrangements, he went into 


Somerſetſhire. 


Although the vacant offices were filled, 
yet he was far from being ſatisfied with the 
choice he had been obliged to make of ſeve- 
ral of the individuals, or with the union he 

lan . been obliged to accept. And he regretted, 


ham re- 


"ot more than any other circumſtance, the loſs 
ble. of his brother Lord Temple—becauſe he 
felt that loſs more and more every day.— 

He now felt the loſs of a repoſitory of his 
confidence—the ſolace of his hours of af- 
fliction. Grief, vexation, and diſappoint- 

ment, preyed upon his nerves ; which, 
though in early life, naturally ſtrong, were 

now became weak, by age and infirmity. 

His 
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His peerage had diminiſhed his popularity. 
A conſiderable part of his miniſtry, conſiſt- 
ed of men who had been appointed through 
neceſſity, not through choice ; and this cir- 
cumſtance being notorious to thoſe whom 


he had ſelected in the firſt inſtance, inſpired 


them with a ſpirit of envy and ambition, to 
become the rivals of his ſituation and power. 
He was agitated by contending paſſions—a 
mind ſometimes vigorous, and often de- 


preſſed—his body tortured by pain, and 


impriſoned by infirmity—he fell into a pa- 
roxyſm of the gout at Bath, which ſeemed 
to threaten his extinction. In the month of 
February 1767, he attempted to return to 
London, but was unable to proceed fur- 
ther than Marlborough; where he lay un- 
til March, and then finiſhed his journey, 
He retired to a houſe he had hired at 
Hampſtead ; but was 1n ſo feeble a ſtate he 
could not attend to any public buſineſs. 
He remained at Hampſtead ſome time, 
having ſold his eſtate at Hayes, in Kent. 
The air of Hampſtead was too ſharp for 
his diſorder—that of Hayes he thought 
luited him better; therefore he wiſhed to 
re-poſleſs his former habitation ; which be- 
ing made known to Mr. Walpole, the pur- 
7 chaſer, 
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rough, 
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CHAP. 


. CHAP. chaſer, he very politely gratified his Lord. 
_—_— ſhip, notwithſtanding he had bought the 
place for his own reſidence. 


3 During his abſence, Mr. Townſhend, in 

mewuated. ſome degree, aſſumed the reins of govern- 

ment. He ſuppoſed Lord: Chatham's ſtate 

of health to be ſuch as would totally, and 

for ever, preclude his return to public bu- 

ſineſs. He therefore meditated the accom- 

pliſhment of ſome alliances, with a view of 

forming another adminiſtration for the eſta- 

bliſhment of his own power. In this pro- 

.je& he was joined by General Conway. 

They cultivated a favourable underſtanding 

with Lord Rockingham. Their firſt object 

was the removal of the Duke of Grafton ; 

but Lord Chatham arriving in the vicinity 

of London, the deſign was abandoned, and 

the Duke and Mr. Townſhend became. re- 
conciled “. 


During Lord Chatham's ſtay at Hamp- 
ſtead, the King ſent frequent meſſages to 
him, deſiring him not to be concerned at 
his confinement, or abſence from public 
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They had differed upon the affairs of India. 
buſineſs ; 
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buſineſs ; for that he [the King] was res 1.344 
ſolved to ſupport him. —— 


* « Farly in the month of June, Gen. —— 


Conway declared to ſeveral of his friends, —— 
that he had reſolved to reſign his office of 
Secretary of State ; becauſe his ſituation 
was of late become very diſagreeable to 
him, not only from having been frequently 
over-ruled in his opinions reſpecting mea- 
{ures ; but from his being ſenſible, that he 
was acting in oppoſition to his friends, and 
particularly to thoſe friends with whom he 
anxiouſly wiſhed to be re-united. And he 
made the ſame declaration, or ſomething 
not very unlike it, to the King; but at the 
ſame time ſaid, he would ſtay till a ſuc- 
ceſſor was appointed. In conſequence of 
this declaration, he ceaſed to tranſact any 
buſineſs of his office, and circular letters 
were {ent to the ambaſſadors for four weeks 
together, ſignifying that he was out of 


employment. 


Towards the end of June, Lord Nor- Lord wer 
thington declared to the King his reſolution wite 


— 


From the Political Regiſter, (with ſeveral corrections and 
additions). 2 I. Page 201, &c, 
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to reſign, on account of his ill ſtate of 
health, and real inability to attend the pub- 
lic buſineſs; and adviſed the King to ſend 
for the Duke of Bedford, Lord Temple, and 
Mr. Grenville, whom he had before publicly 
declared were equal to their offices. 


This, though an expected event, bore no 
relation to the preceding declaration of 
Mr. Conway, nor were the two perſons 1n 
the {malleſt degree connected. 


A few days after the riſing of Parliament, 
which was. on the ſecond day of July, the 
King wrote a letter with his own hand to 
Lord Chatham, who lay lick at Hampſtead, 


acquainting him of his reſolution to make 


ſome alterations in his ſervants, and deſiring 
his aſſiſtance or advice. Lord Chatham re- 
turned a verbal anſwer to this effect, That 
ſuch was his ill ſtate of health, that his Ma- 
jelly muſt not expect from him any further 
advice or aſſiſtance, in any arrangement 


It being now certain, that application 
muſt be made to ſome part of the oppoſi- 
tion, the Duke of * who dreaded 


nothing 
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nothing ſo much as a diviſion of them, and & Mn. 
therefore had for ſome time ſtrongly re- * 
commended a firm union among them, 
againſt the ſecret deſigns of the Favourite, 
whom he ſuſpected would form ſome new | 
manœuvre to divide them, His Grace con- | 
verſed with the friends of all the leaders in ; 
the Oppoſition; and preſſed with particular 
aſſiduity and extraordinary ardour, the 
great and indiſpenſible neceſſity of a faith- 
ful and ſteady aflherence to each other. 
He ſhewed the advantages which muſt reſult 
from ſuch an union, and exhibited the 
wretched and ruined ſituation into which 
any part of them muſt inevitably fall, it 
they ſuffer themſelves to be ſeduced from 
their friends. His Grace took infinite pains 
to unite the houſes of Ruſſel and Wentworth ; 
leſt, by the ſecret machinations of the Fa- 
vourite (againſt whole pernicious influence 
no adminiſtration had hitherto been able to 
ſtand, the moment he choſe to become their 
enemy), either of them ſhould be ſeduced 
upon a miſtaken principle of duty ; when, 
in reality, it was a much more eſſential duty, 
and a matter of ſtrict juſtice, to enquire 
after the author of the public grievances, 
than to connive any longer at the protection 
45 afforded 
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afforded him; With a view to the final 


— accompliſhment of this union, ſo extremely 


intereſting to the welfare of the country, 
the Lords Gower, Weymouth and Mr, Rigby; 
dined with his Grace at Claremont: and a 
few days afterwards (July 5; 1767), the 
Marquis of Rockingham, and ſeveral of his 
friends, dined likewiſe with his Grace at the 
ſame place. 


At this period we will leave the Oppoſi- 
tion, and turn to the proceedings of the 


Court. 


In conſequence of the verbal anſwer re- 
ceived from Hampſtead, the Favourite ap- 
plied to his former aſſociate, Lord Holland, 
who had ſo materially aſſiſted him in pro- 
curing an approbation of the late peace, and 
other meaſures. That perſon ſent him his 
advice on Sunday morning, July the fifth ; 
ſoon after the receipt of which, the Favou— 
Tite ſet out for Richmond; and it was re- 
markable, and much taken notice of at the 
time, that the King did not come to town 
that day. Whatever was the plan then 
adopted for a new arrangement of miniſters 


8 not exattly known. Certain it is, that 


that 


\ 
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that part of the Oppoſition ſuppoſed to be 
the leaſt hoſtile to the Favourite, was imme- 
diately applied to. 


his Lordſhip's return to court, to aſſiſt in the 
preſent critical ſituation of affairs.“ This 
naturally brought on an interview between 
the Duke and the Marquis: when, among 
other things, his Grace ſaid, ©* That he was 
tired of his office, and wiſhed his Lordſhip 
might be his ſucceſſor,” Lord Rockingham 
alked, Whether his Grace ſaid this from 
his own, or the authority of an higher 
power.” The Duke ſaid, he could not 
anſwer that queſlion.“ The conference 
broke off; but two days after was renewed ; 
when Lord Rockingham aſked the Duke, 
Whether he was treating with the King's 
Miniſter, or with the Duke of Grafton.” — 
The Duke anſwered, “ with the King's 
Miniſter.“ Lord Rockingham then ſaid, © he 
would not conclude upon any thing with- 


friends.” 


S REVERE on Saturday July 11, he ſet 


Bedford, 


The Duke of Grafton }. 
wrote a letter, by order of the Court, to appiicat- 


on to Lord 


the Marquis of Rockingham, “ requelling Rockings 


out for Wooburn, the ſeat of the Duke of 
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Bedford, where he found Lord Albemarle, 
who had ſtopped there in his way to Bux- 
ton; when the above particulars being laid 
before his Grace, he ſaid, © that as the 
Great Perſonage had made choice of the 
Marquis of Rockingham for his miniſter, he 
ſhould readily acquieſce in that nomination, 
for the ſake of putting an end to parties, 
and of reſtoring unanimity, ſo peculiarly 
wanting at this time in the management of 
the public buſineſs: but though he re- 
nounced all pretenſions to any place or emo- 
lument for himſelf, yet he did not mean that 
his friends ſhould, for that reaſon, be exclud- 
ed: on the contrary, he ſtipulated, that they 
ſhould be conſidered in the new arrange- 
ment; and upon that condition he cheerful- 
ly offered his ſupport to the adminiſtration; 
and added, that if the King had made 
choice of himſelf to treat with, he ſhould 


have expected the ſame kind of renuiiciation 


from his Lordſhip, regarding himſelf perſon- 
ally, and his friends ſhould, in like manner, 
have been taken care of. However, his 
Grace ſaid, that all this was conditionally 
only, for that he and Lord Temple and Mr. 
Grenville were one, and that he would not 
proceed without conſulting them. — The 

infor- 
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information given concerning the plan was, CHA ?. 
that as to meaſures, particularly American O- 
meaſures, Lord Rockingham hoped they 
might be ſettled to the joint ſatisfaction of 
the Duke of Bedford, Lord Temple, and 
Mr. Grenville, and as to men, Lord Rock- 
mgham declared for a wide and comprehen- 
ſive ſyſtem.— The anſwer returned to this Declarai- 


en of Lord 


communication by Lord Temple and Mr. Temple 
Grenville was, that they concurred in the Cee. 
idea of a comprehenſive adminiſtration, as 

the likelieſt to be permanent, and that they 

were ready to ſupport ſuch an adminiſtra- 

tion, though out of office (Mr. Grenville 
having before inſiſted, that his name ſhould 

not be mentioned for any office, having de- 
termined long ago not to be obtruded on 

the King), provided they adopted ſuch 
meaſures as could ſatisfy them, and par- 
ticularly the capital meaſure of aſſerting 

and eſtabliſhing the ſovereignty of Great 
Britain over America; laſtly, that if this 
were the caſe, though they did not mean 

to take places themſelves, they would uſe 
their beſt offices with their friends to accept 

of honourable and becoming ſituations in 
government, 
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It muſt not be forgot, that the Duke of 
Newcaſtle ſaid preciſely the ſame. Thus, 
theſe four great and reſpectable perſons, of 
acknowledged ability and great experience, 
agreed to ſacrifice themſelves in order to re- 
ſtore tranquility to the public, unanimity to 


the King's councils, and to eſtabliſh an able 


and permanent adminiſtration, compoſed of 


men of talents, judiciouſly ſelected from all 


parties. Lord Rockingham impreſſed with 
this idea, a::d following, as he had done, in 


his conferences with the Duke of Bedford, 


the advice and direction of his friend Lord 
Albemarle, returned to London, with full 
power to treat upon the formation of a new 
adminiſtration, upon a broad and comprehen« 


five ſiſtem. The Duke of Grafton was made 


acquainted with this, and deſired to report 
it to the King, which he did on the 15th 
of July, His Majeſty took two days to 
conſider of it. On Friday the 17th, an 
anſwer was returned to the Duke of Grafton 
to this effect, That the King adopted and 


approved of the idea of a comprehenſive fy/- 


tem, and hoped it was not meant to exclude 
his friends, and thoſe abggitk his perſon, for 
the reſt he entirely agreed.“ 
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This anſwer being given to Lord Rocking. CHA 1 
ham, his Lordſhip ſent for the Duke of Bed- omg 
ford, who came to London on Sunday 


evening, the 19th of July. 


On Monday, Tuly the 20th, it was agreed Confer 
that there ſhould be a meeting of the ſeveral n 
perſons in town, at Newcaſtle-houſe that * 
day, and accordingly there came the Dukes 
of Bedford, Newc:file, Richmond, and Port- 
land: the Marquis of Rockingham ; the Earl 
of Sandwich; Viſcount Weymouth ; Mr, 
Dowdefwell, Mr. Rigby, and Admiral 
Keppel, | 


_— 


—_— r 


Mr. Rigby read a letter from Mr. Gren- 
ville, wherein that gentleman promiſed his 
ſup>ort to the new adminiſtration, out of 
office, provided the dependance and obedi- 
ence of the colonies were aſſerted and main- 
tamed, Much altercation inſtantly aroſe 
upon reading this letter. The Marquis of 
Rockingham was warm: the Duke of Bed- 
ford remarkably cool and temperate. At 
length, Lord Sandwich ſaid, © that it was 
needleſs to debate about that letter, for he 
was certain they all meant the ſame thing; 
that their conduct reſpecting the colonies 
muſt 
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muſt be regulated by the future behaviour 
of the colonies, and not by any regard or 
retroſpect to former tranſactions. If the 
colonies, added his Lordſhip, are dutiful 
and loyal, there will be no occaſion to exer- 
ciſe any extraordinary power over them; 


and if they ſhould be otherwiſe, he did not 


doubt but all preſent, as well as their friends, 
would join 1n every proper and neceſſary 
meaſure to enforce obedience. This reaſon- 
ing being approved of, and all uniting in 
the ſame ſentiment, Mr. Dowdeſwell took 
up the letter, and ſtruck out the two words 
aſſerted and maintained, and put in ſupported 
and eſtabliſhed. Here all altercation upon 
this ſubject entirely ended, Mr. Rigby fold- 
ed up the letter, and put 1t into his pocket, 
and there was not another word uttered 


concerning it. 


They then came to the arrangement of 
men to the great offices; the ſubject upon 
which they met. The Marquis of Rockeng- 
ham propoſed himſelf for the firſt Lord of 
the Treaſury ; with the powers uſually an- 


| nexed to that poſt, and Mr. Dowdefwell for 


his Chancellor of the Exchequer; to all 
which the Duke of Bedford agreed. The 
Marquis 
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Marquis next propoſed Mr. Conway for Se- CHA F- 
cretary of State, and Miniſter of the Houſe =. 
of Commons. To which the Duke of Bed- 

ford ſaid, * that he had for two ſeſſions ſeen 
ſufficient proofs of Mr. Conway's 1nability 

in a civil capacity, ever to agree to that pro- 

poſal; that he thought the military was Mr. 
Conway's proper line; that he had always 
entertained a very high opinion of him as a 
military officer; that he had not the leaſt 
objection to Mr. Conway's being amply pro- 

vided for on the military eſtabliſhment ; nay, 

to his being gratified to the utmoſt of his 
wiſhes,” 


The Marquis of Rockingham ſaid, © that Conte- 

it was a propoſal from which he could not breaks off 
recede; and other words to the ſame effect. 

Upon which Mr. Rigby ſaid, © that they 

ſtopt at the threſhold, and that it was need- 

leſs to go any further into the matter.” 


Here the conference ended.—No other 
particulars or conditions were even men- 
tioned, 


In a corrupt ſyſtem of government, the Import- 


x | nce of the 

Miniſter of the Houſe of Commons, or Mana- miniſterof 
Hou 

Vol. II. 5 ger, of Comm, 
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ger, as heis ſometimes called, is the firſt 
efficient * miniſter in the ſtate. His conſe- 
quence cannot be more clearly ſhewn than 
by the abrupt conclufion of the preceding 
conference. After ſo many oppoſite inte- 
reſts had been reconciled, and ſo many great 
facrifices had been made, to-remove indivi- 
dual jealouſies, and, to eſtabliſh public har- 
mony—all theſe were but a phantom—they 
all vaniſhed in a moment—when the ap- 
pointment of this new Minzſter came under 
diſcuſſion. Each party wiſhed to nominate 
him. They differed, and ſeparated upon 
that point only—not in a contention for 
places, but m a contention for power. 
Whoever is the miniſter of the Houſe of 


Commons, has the power of fupporting the 


meaſures of government. Lord Rocking- 
ham wanted Mr. Conway, becauſe he in- 
tended to perſevere in his own ſyſtem, with 
reſpect to America. The Duke of Bedford 
intended to have nominated Mr. Rigby, be. 
cauſe he intended to purſue the Court ſyſ- 
tem, which Mr. Grenville had adopted, of 


* A diiſtinktion firſt made uſe of by Lord Mansfield—between 


_ efficient and official - between confidential and oſtenſible. 


_- 
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taxing America. America was therefore CEA, 


the true cauſe of this conference breaking EO 
off. Subſequent events have proved, whole Ani 
policy was right. Had Lord Rockingham — 
been miniſter, America would ſtill, in all 
probability, have belonged to the crown of 
Great Britain. Or- had this ſyſtem of ap- 
pointing a miniſter of the Houſe of Com- 

mons been abandoned, that, and other im- 
portant benefits, would, no doubt, have 
continued ; becauſe the members would 

have been left to the free exerciſe of their 


own judgment. 


It is impoſſible to diſmiſs this point with- 


out a ſhort apoſtrophe on the alarming ſtate 
of Britiſh depravity. If the adminiſtration 
of annual bribes to the Members of the Le- 
giſlature, independent of the influence of 
places, public and private, is become ſo ne- 
ceſſary, and the practice ſo mechanical as to 
compriſe the moſt eſſential department of go- 
vernment—is it not a matter of indelible 
diſgrace on the nation, and on the conſtitu- 
tion? There is no ſpecies of corruption to 
be found in the ancient governments that 
equals it. It is a perfect parricide. The 
Britiſh empire has been diſmembered by it 
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—ſo fatally true is that maxim of Lord 
Y Burleigh, © that England can never be un- 
done but by her Parliament*.“ 


Notwith- 


* Of the many FACTS which might be ſtated, the following 
may ſerve for a ſpecimen : 

Towards the end of the ſeſſion, the Secretary of the Treaſury, 
Mr. Bradſhaw, one day accoſts Mr. Lowndes (Member for 
Bucks) with, Sir, you bawe voted with us all the winter; ſome 
return is uſually expected upon theſe occaſions; and as we are 
much obliged to you for your conſtant ſupport, if you chuſe to accept 
of two hundred Lottery Tickets, at Ten Pounds each, they are at 
your ſerwice. Mr. Lowndes bowed, expreſſed his great friendſhip 
for the Secretary, and accepted of the offer; adding only, That 


as the ſeſſion was juſt upon the cloſe, he ſhould, as ſoon as it was 


finiſhed, go into the country upon his private affairs; and begged 
the tickets might be ſent to ſuch a one, his banker; which the 
Secretary having promiſed to comply with, they parted. Mr. 
Lowndes went to Winſlow, The tickets were delivered: none, 
however, were ſent to Mr. Lowndes's banker. The reaſon of 
which was, they had been diſtributed among that part of the 
Common Council who voted againſt the Livery having the uſe of 
Guildhall. Mr. Lowndes, hearing nothing of the tickets, wrote 
to his banker, who returned for anſwer, that he had not received 
nor heard of, any tickets. Mr. Lowndes next wrote to Mr. 
Bradſhaw, who in his anſwer, ** begged a thouſand pardons 
that the matter had quite ſlipped his memory; that the tickets 
were all diſpoſed of, except five- and-twenty, which were at his 
ſervice.” Mr. Lowndes meanly accepted of the twenty-five, and 
they were ſent to his banker's.— By theſe tickets he probably 
cleared about one hundred pounds. Such was his deuceur for 
voting one ſeſſion with the Duke of Grafton. 

In a late Parliament; the Nabob of Arcot had nine members in 
his intereſt—Might not any European prince have twice that num- 
ver by the ſame means? Do not theſe facts ſpeak ſtronger than 


a thouſand arguments, the neceſſity of a Parliamentary Reform? 
But 


ut 
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Notwithſtanding the conference ended in CHA? 


the manner that has been already related, > 
r 


But it is further remarkable, and in the breaſt of every honeſt 
man it muſt be matter of ſincere lamentation, that douceurs have 
been given even to the Judges. Sir Richard Afton, in particular, 
was ſeen ſelling his tickets in Change Alley; and when the fact 
was mentioned to him at the Old Bailey at dinner, he confeſſed it, 
and ſaid, he had as good a right to ſell his tickets as Mr. Juſtice 
Willes, or any body elſe.—Is not this circumſtance a full anſwer” 
to all the encomiums on the independence of the Judges? 

But what Mr. Alderman James Townſend ſaid in the Houſe of 
Commons, on the ſixth day of December 1790, is, if poilible, 
of more importance than the preceding. I am afraid, he 
ſaid, “that there is too great a vicinity between Weſtminſter-hall 
and St. James's, I ſuſpect, and the people ſu:pe&, that their 
correſpondence is too cloſe and intimate. Bu: wny do! ſay it is 
ſuſpected ? It is a kaown avowed fact. A late J .dge, equally re- 
markab'e for his knowledge and iategrity, was tampered with by 
adminiſtration. He was ſolicited to favour the Crown in certain 
trials, which were then depending between the Crown and the 
ſubje&. I hear ſom? gentlemen deſiring me to name the Judge: 
but there is no neceſlity for it. (Sir Foſeph Yates was the Judge 
meant.) The fais knowa to ſeveral members of his Houſe ; 
and if I do not ſpeak truth, let hoſe who can, contradict me. 
I call upon them to riſe, that the public may not be abuſeu—but 
all are ſilent, and can as little invalidate what I have ſaid, as what 
I am going to ſay. This great, this honeſt Judge, being thus 
ſolicited in vain, what was now to be done? What was the /aft 
reſource of baffled injuſtice ? zhat was learned from a ſhort con- 
veriation which patled between hm ant ſome friends, a little be- 
fore his death. The laſt and moit powerful engine was applied. 
A letter was ſent him directly from a Great Perſonage: bur as 
he ſuſpected it to contain ſomething diſhonourable, he ſent it back | 
unopened, He could not die in peace till he had diſcloſed this 1 
(cene of iniquity l | 
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the Earl of Sandwick having occaſion to 
make a viſit to the Duke of Newcaſile, his 
Lordſhip went next morning (Tueſday, 


July 21), when the Duke took an oppor- 


tunity of reſuming the ſubje& of the pre- 
ceding conference: © He earneſtly conjured 
his Lordſhip to exert his abilities, and em- 
ploy all his good offices in endeavouring to 
reconcile the parties who had differed; he 


urged again, and again, the neceſſity of their 


agreeing upon this important occaſion: he 
trembled for the miſchiets and dangers which 
muſt ariſe from a diviſion of their ſtrength 
and intereſt; and concluded with repeatedly 
ſupplicating in the ſtrongeſt terms, that they 
might be brought together again at his houſe 
that evening.” Lord Sandwich waited on 
the Duke of Bedford, and the Duke of Neu- 
caſtle went himſelf to the Marquis of Rock- 


ingham. Accordingly the following five 


And in a pamphlet, publiſhed by Robert Morris, Eſq. of Lincoln's 
Inn, entitled, A Letter to Sir Richard Aſton, are theſe words, 
« Whilſt the offence of libelling is treated as the moſt dangerous, 
hateful, and flagitious, the King is conſulted upon the revenge 
which he would chuſe to take upon his admoniſhers; for it was 
manifeſt, from Mr. Juſtice Aſton's Speech, * the caſe of one 
of the publiſhers of Junius's Letters, { Proſecution of Mr. A.] 


that his Majeſty was not quite out of the ſecret of that profecu: 
tion.“ Foge 37. 


met 
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met at Newcaſtle-houſe that evening, viz. FA. 


the Dukes of Bedford and Newcaſtle, the . 
Marquis of Rockingham, Mr. Dowdeſwell, „„ 
and Mr. Rigby. When the Marquis inſiſt- conference 
ing on the propoſal he had before made '-boulr. 
reſpecting Mr. Conway, and declaring that 
he would not agree to any arrangement in 
which Mr. Conway was not included in 
that capacity ; and the Duke of Bedford 
refuſing to agree to it, the conference finally 


broke off. 


Next day, Wedneſday, the Marquis of 14, Recks 
Rockingham waited on the King at St. eher 
James's, and reſpectfully acquainted his Ma- 
jeſty, that he had met his friends, who had 
agreed to his propoſal of his being firſt Lord 
of the Treaſury; but that they had differed 
in providing for Mr. Conway, and that 
in conſequence of that difference, he had 
no plan of adminiſtration to lay before 
him. The King thanked his Lordſhip for 
the pains he had taken, and the regard he 
had ſhewn for his ſervice ; but added, that 
he never knew the Treaſury was intended _ 
tas Lordſhip *. 

74 
* The moment the Marquis of Rockingham came out of the 


King's cloſet, Lord Holland was immediately introduced to his 
Majeſty ; 
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From the concluſion of this anſwer it is 
clear, that either the Marquis of Rocking. 
ham greatly miilook the Duke of Grafton 
in the conferences he had with his Grace 
or that his Grace was not ſufficiently expli- 
it in his converſations with the Marquis. 


The Marquis of Rockingham waited on 
the Duke of Bedford (Thurſday July 23), 
and expreſſed his deſire that no difference 
might ariſe between them on account of 


what had paſſed, but that they might 


Majeſty ; with whom he continued for ſome time. In Lord 
Bath's pamphlet ( Seaſonable Hints, edit. 1761, p. 37), of which 
Mr. Burke ſays, ( Thoughts on Diſcontents, edit. 1770, p. 23), 
« there firſt appeared the idea of ſeparating the Court from the 
adminiſtration,” —is the following paragraph: 

«© Though the wings of prerogative have been clipt, the influ- 
ence of the Crown is greater than ever it was in any period of 
our hiſlory. For, when we conſider in how many boroughs the 
Government has the voters at its command; when we conſider 
the extenfive influence of the money corporations, ſubſcription 
jobbers, and contractors; the endleſs dependence created by the 
obligations conferred on the bulk of the gentlemens“ families 
throughout the kingdoin, who have relations preferred, in our 


navy, and numerous ſtanding army: when, I ſay, we conſider 


how. wide, how binding a dependence on the Crown is created by 
the aboye particulars ; and the great, the enormous weight and 
influence which the Crown derives from this extenſive dependence 
upon its fayours and power; any lord in waiting, any lord of the 
bed-chamber, any man, may be appointed Miniſter.” 

A doctrine to this effect was the advice which Lord Holland 
gave his Majeſty. | 


continue 
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continue in the ſame union and friendſhip 
as before, 


On Friday July 24, Mr. Conway attempt- 
ed to renew the negociation with the Mar- 
quis of Rockingham, ſeparately ; but the 
Marquis refuſed to leave his friends. 


All negociation being now at an end, the 
leading perſons in adminiſtration met to 
conſider on what {ſhould be their future 
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conduct. They all agreed to remain in 


their places. 
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CH AP. XXXIV. 


Mr. Townſhend reſolves to be Miniſter Die Lord 
North appointed Lord Chatham goes into Somer- 

' ſetſhire—The Bedford Intereſt join the Miſtry 
—Dukeof Be ford's Apology to Mr. Grenville, 
and Mr, Grenville's Anſwer Lord Chatham re- 
t. rns to Hayes French purchaſe Corſica—Diffe- 
rence between the Duke of Bedford and Lord 
Shelburne—Lord Rochford reſigns Lord Shel. 
burne veſig ns Fine Diamond Ring preſented to 
is Majeſiy Lord Rockford made Secretary of 
State, with the Rea ſons Lord Chatham reſugns— 
Lord Bute goes abroad Lord Townſhend conti- 
nued in Ireland. 


enAr. Be M TOWNSHEND obſerving, that 
no notice had been taken of him in 
176 — 

the preceding negociations for a change of 

Mr Town- 
tend re- miniſters, reſolved to reſent this contempt, 
Miniſter; with which he had been treated. Admi- 
mitration had been for ſome time without 
a leader, and was ſtill conſidered to be in 
want of one. Lord Chatham was thought 
to be irrecoverable. This ſituation ſeemed 
to afford him an opportunity for the un- 
controuled exerciſe of his talents. He de- 


termined 
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termined to embrace it. Therefore he in- 
ſtantly joined the Court, with the moſt full 
and explicit declaration of ſincerity *. His 


alliance was favourably received; and he 


gave a proof of his power, by creating his 
lady an Engliſh Peereſs, with the remainder 
to his ſon, Had he lived, he would have 
been firſt Lord: of the Treaſury before the 
enſuing ſeſſion of Parliament; and Mr. 


Yorke was to have been his Chancellor. His 


death, which happened early in the month 


of September, threw both the Court and the 
Miniſtry into freſh difficulties. Every effort 


had been made to form a new adminiſtration 
in vam. Every party had been ſolicited, 
individuals ſeparately, and connettions joint- 
ly, without ſucceſs. But there was one part 
of the Royal Family that had not publicly 
appeared in any of theſe negociations; this 
yas the Princeſs of Wales, = 


Mr. Town/hend's place of Chancellor of 
the Exchequer was offered to ſeveral Gen- 
tlemen, who refuſed to accept of it. At 
length jt was thought of giving it to Lord 


He brought in the bill laying a duty upon tea in America, 


(See Appendix W.) 


* 


Barrington 
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Barrington, pro tempore. Lord Mansfield 
attempted to open a negociation with the 
Duke of Bedford. But his Grace refuſed to 
entcrinto any ſeparate treaty. Lord North, 
who, during Mr. Grenvi/le's adminiſtration, 
had been entruſted with all the motions 
againſt Mr. Wilkes, was deſired to ſucceed 
Mr. Townſhend, but he declined it. The 
Princeſs of Wales went to the King. His 


Lordſhip was again entreated—he took time 


to conſider of it —he conſulted his father.— 
After heſitating three weeks, he yielded, 
The Prainceſs's influence prevailed. Mr, 
Thomas Townſhend, now Lord Sydney, ſuc- 
ceeded Lord North at the Pay office, and 
Mr. Jenkinfon, now Lord Liverpool, ſuc- 


cceded Mr, Townſhend at the Treaſury, 


Ld. Chat- 
ham goes 
to Somer- 


ſetſhire. 


In making this arrangement, no commu- 
nication was had with Lord Chatham, by 
either the Court, or the Miniſtry. As ſoon 
as his health permitted, he retired into So- 
merſetſhire. His departure from the vict- 
nity of the metropolis, though he had not 
been conſulted in any buſineſs whatever, 
was conſidered by the Miniſtry as a kind of 
dereliction of public buſineſs. However, 
he continued to hold the Privy Seal, 


The 
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The Duke of Grafton, who ſometime ago 
wiſhed to reſign, on account of Lord Chat- 
kam's infirmity *, now changed his opinion; 
but Lord Northingion and General Conway 
ſtill expreſſing their deſire to reſign, his 
Grace reſolved to try the friends of the Duke 
of Bedford once more. If they had refuſed, 
he muſt have reſigned, and a new adminiſtra- 
tion muſt have been formed. But the per- 
ſons to whom his Grace made his of ers, 
could not withſtand the temptation any 
longer; they ſeparated from their friends 
and allies ; thereby preventing the appoint- 
ment of an able and powerful adminiſtration, 
and bargained to ſupport the preſent, which 
ſeemed to conſiſt of the remnants and re- 
ſuſe of all parties, Lord Gower was made 
Lord Preſident, in the room of Lord North- 
ington; Lord Weymouth, Secretary of State, 
in the room of Mr. Conway; Mr. Rigby, 
Vice-Treaſurer of Ireland, in the room of 
Mr. Ofwald, who had a large penfion and a 
lucrative reverſion, Lord Hillſborough was 


Lord Briſtol gave the ſame reaſon for reſigning the Lieute- 
nancy of Ireland at the end of July, “ That he had no hope of 
having the advice, direction. and aſſiſtance of Lord Chatham.” 
Upon which Lord Town/bend was appointed. 
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IG made Secretary of State for America“. Lord 

oY Sandwich, made Poſt-maſter, &c. While the 
negociat ion for theſe changes was under con- 
{:deration, the Duke of Bedford ſaid to Mr. 
Grenville, That he hoped it would not be 
couſidered as a breach of gootl faith, if his 
friends thought themſelves at liberty to ac- 
cept of any offers which might be made to 
them of public employments.” 


Mr. Gren= Mr. Grenville replied, © That he left to 
ville's an- 5 5 . — b SE . of R 
wer. his Grace's own judgment, whether, ſetting 

every private compact and agreement aſide, 


the acceſſion of his friends to the preſent 


The creation of this new office, and the character of the 
nob e Lord who was appointed to it, were ſuch ſtrong marks of 
the deſigns, the plan, and the reſolution taken, with reſpect to the 
Colonies, that an alarm inſtantly went forth amongſt them. No- 
thing could more clearly ſignify, that the Court were preparing 
to make them the objects of ſome exti aordinary meaſure — ſince 
another Secretary of State, with a compleat eftabliſhinent of 
office, had been appointed ſeparately and diſtinctly, for this de- 
partment—at a time of great inconvenience to his Majeſty—when 

the Civil Li was deeply in artear. His Lordſhip's firſt impor» 
tant act of office; was ſending Lord Botzetourt, Governor of Vir- 
gina; and his apology for it was, That the nomination came ** 
4 higher authority. 


Lord Cheſterfield ſays in his Letters, that Lord Bute was back - 
wards and forwards at this time—from Luton to London, 
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Miniſtry, was not a breach of good faith to 
themſelves, and to the public?“ 


Before theſe negociations were concluded, 
Lord Chatham returned from Somerſetſhire 
to his old ſeat, at Hayes, in Kent; but ſo 
exceedingly ill and infirm, he was quite un- 
able to tranſact any buſineſs. Early in the 
month of February 1768, the Privy Seal 
being officially neceſſary, was put into com- 
miſſion for a few weeks, but in the month 
of March it was re- delivered to him. The 
Duke of Grafton, who had been to him the 
moſt obſequious of men, and was now pro- 
ceeding at the helm without that pilots 
whom he lately deemed indiſpenſable, did 
not venture to turn him out, though Lord 


Briſtol, and Lord Egmont were candidates 
tor his place, 


Parliament met on the 24th of November 
1767, and was diſſolved on the 12th of 


during the ſeſſion. 


A few weeks before the diſſolution of 


England, and at the general eleftion was 


elected 
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March 1768. Lord Chatham did not attend 


Parliament, Mr. Wilkes returned again to 
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elected Member for the county of Middle: 
ſex. All the cireumſtances of which have 
been amply related in ſeveral publications, 


ents During the laſt year, the French Court 


Purchaſe 


Corica, purchaſed of the Genoele, ihe claim of that 
ref ublic to the iſland of Corſica. And this 
year a French army landed on the iſland to 
take poſſeſhon of it. This was an unpre- 
cedented kind of purchaſe. The French 
might, with the ſame propriety, have pur- 
chaſed the Spamſh claim to the Netherlands, 
or Jamaica, This addition to the French 
monarchy, alarmed the courts of London 
and Turin. Mr. George Pitt, (afterwards 
Lord Rivers), the Britiſh Miniſter at Turin. 
having reſigned at the general election, on 
the promiſe of a peerage, the Miniſtry were 
divided on the appointment of a ſucceſſor, 
Lord Lanſdown, then Lord Shelburne, was 


Difference for Lord Tankerville*, and the Duke of 


between 


of Bd. Bedford for Sir W. Lynch, The latter was 


1.3. Sbel. appointed. But this was not the only in- 


bus.  ftance in which the Secretary of State had 


Five Lords * His Lordſhip was one of the five Lords who voted againſt the 
— — American Declaratory Bill in 1766. The other four were the 


rica. Lords Cornwallis *, Torrington, Shelburne, and Camden. 


* For this vote Lord Chatham made Dr. Corawallis Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury. 


been 
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a} PE wanted 4 Hai ä _ CHAP. 
been over-ruled, in the affair of Corſica, N 


He conſidered the acceſſion of Corſica to a. 

France, an object of importance to Great- 

Britain; and being deeply impreſſed with * 

this opinion, he inſtructed Lord Rochford, 

the Britiſh Miniſter at the French Court, to 
remonſtrate ſtrongly againſt this acquiſition 

to France. The French Miniſter treated 

the remonſt rance with contempt. The fact 

is, he knew the ſentiments of the Britiſh 

Court better than the Britiſh Miniſter. In 

a ſhort time, Lord Rockford found that his 

inſtructions were diſavowed by his own 

court. Upon receiving this information, he ,, a... 


reigned his diſplomatic character, and re- . 


turned to London. The Secretary of State 
now diſcovering the dupe he had been 
made, and the deceptions which had been 14. Shet- 


burne re- 


practiſed upon him, reſigned alſo *. When fs. 


* But Sir John Macpherſon, in his memorial [printed in the 
&rſwer to the letter from Mahomet Ali Chan. Appendix, page 
xii.] ſays, „the Karl of Shelburne was diſmiſled at the infligation 
of the Duke of Grafion.” We learn alſo from this memorial, 
That his Majeſly was graciouſly pleaſed to receive from the Na- 
bob of Arcot, whole forts are garriſoned by our troops, and whoſe 
army 1s commanded by our officers, a fine diamond ring, through 

the hands of Governor Palk. The world is not ignorant of many 
other magnificent preſents from the Eaſt. But as the Governor 
Was once in holy orders, the cezemony of inveſting the royal 
finger with this myſtic ſign of alliance, may be conſidered as ſome. 
thing divine. | | 
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ordinary feelings of mankind to repeated 
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the court of Turin faw that the Britiſh cabĩ- 
net were indifferent to the aggrandizement 
of France, the King of Sardinia immediately 
attached himſelf to the houſe of Bourbon. 
Upon the reſignation of Lord Lanſdoꝛun, 
Lord Rochford was made Secretary of 
State, in the month of Ottober 1768. But 
to relieve the French Miniſter from the in- 
delicacy of correſponding with a perſon 
whoſe veracity he had diſputed, Lord Wey- 
mouth, now Lord Bath, was removed from 
the Northern, and placed in the 'Southern 
Department, and Lord Rochford was made 


Lord Rochford was made Secretary of 
State through fear, not through friendſhip. 
The chiefs of the interior Cabinet dreaded 
his laying open the ſcene of negociation at 
Paris. If he.had laid this information be- 
fore Parliament, the whole machinery of 
the miniſtry muſt have fallen to pieces. The 
ſyſtem of a Double-Cabinet muſt have be- 
come ſo apparent to the whole nation, and 
the hypocriſy of the Court fo perfectly un- 
veiled, that it may be preſumed, from the 


inſults and indignities, that no man of the 
ſmalleſt 


n ny Us 
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ſmalleſt ſpark of honour, who was not F Kiv. 
leagu d with the Court, as party in ſome eri- * 
minal tranſaction, or deeply diſtreſſed ſor 

the means of ſubſiſtence, would continue 

one moment to uphold, or connive at, a 
ſyſtem, that had for its objects, the debaſe- 

ment of the Engliſh nobility, the extenſion 

of the power of the Crown, and the humi- 

liation of the pride of the nation. But 

Lord *#***## vanted another place, and 

upon condition of his ſilence, he was grati- 

fied.. Thus the French got Corſica, What 

they gave for it, the prudence of the par- 

ties has hitherto concealed *- 


* On the firſt of Auguſt 1768, (the anniverſary of the Hanove- 14. Bute” 
rian ſucceſſion) Lord Bute, ſet out for the Bareges in the South of 09s 
France. In the ſucceeding winter, a violent diſpute ariſing be- 
tween Lord Townſbend, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, and ſeveral 
of the great Lords of that kingdom, the miniſtry conceived it 
neceſſary to chirige the Lord Lieutenant; but they could not 
agree in the choice cf a ſucceſſor. The Duke of Bedford was for 
Lord Sandwich, and the Duke cf Grafton for Lord Harcourt. 
The diſagreement occaſioned the return of Lord Bute, in the 
autumn of the year 1769: He ſettled the difference between theſe 
Dukes, by not accepting the recommendation of either; but con- Ld.Town- 
tinuing Lord Townſbend, who had been appointed under his own ſhend con- 
influence. Their Graces ſubmitted to his controul : and then he — 
returned to the Continent. This accounts for Lord Townſbend 

ſaying in Ireland four years, being the time of the uſual reſidence 

df two Lord Lieutenants. 


G 2 ; Lord 
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Lord Chatham had for ſome time enter. 
tained thoughts of reſigning. This event 
decided him. The appointment of Lord 
Hillſporough, Secretary of State for the Co- 
lonies, was ſuch an outrage of his American 
ſyſtem (ſee appendix X.) and the atchieve- 
ment of Corlica, by France, was ſuch an 
abandonment of his European policy, that 
they were the principal cauſes of his re- 
ſignation. He did not go to Court when he 
reſigned, but fent the Privy Seal by Lord 
Camden. | | 


This was the laſt place he held under the 


Crown. 


His reſignation was an event that had 
been long expected, and therefore it occa- 
fioned no ſurpriſe to the public, nor diſtrels 

to the miniſtry. The Duke of Grafton 
having completed his alliance with the Bea- 
ford intereſt, eſteemed himſelf fully ade- 
quate to all the difficulties and burthens of 
the ſtate. Lord Camden attached himſelf to 
his Grace, and continued in office. 
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OF THE EARL OF CHATHAM. 


Cc HA 


Reconciliation between Lord Chatham and Lord 
Temple. — Diſtraction of the Country. — Lord 

 Chatham's Speeci on the Addrefs at the beginning 
of the year 1770. | 


Lo CHATHAM had uncealingly la- cn a. 

mented his difference with Lord Tem- 
1768, 

ple, from the time it happened; and being 

now emancipated from the connexions of 

office, and even from the ſuſpicion of a con- 

nexion with the Court, he ſought the friend- 

ſhip of his brother with anxiety and ſin- 

cerity. On this occaſion he made Mr. Cal- 

craft his confidant. He confeſled to him. 

that almoſt every body elſe had hetrayed 

him—his brother, he ſaid, had indeed 

abuſed him ; but it was in the warmth of 

his temper, and in the opennels of his na- 

ture, which was ſuperior to all hypocriſy, 

or concealment of diſapprobation. Mr. 

Calcraft approved himſelf a cordial and al- 

ſiduous mediator. He accompliſhed their I4. Tem- 

reconciliation: they had no more differences ! d. Chat- 

afterwards; and they were, if poſſible, more concited, 


G 3 affectionately 
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affectionately united than ever they had 
been. Mr. Grenville portettly acceded to 
the union. 


Parliament met on the eighth of Novem- 


ber. A great part of the ſeſſion was occu- 


pied by the ſeveral expulſions of Mr. Wilkes, 
and queſtions concerning the Middleſex 
election. Lord Chatham did not attend dur- 
ing the ſeſſion. Reſt and retirement he 
found were the beſt preſervatives againſl the 
return of his diſorder. But to his friends 
he declared, in che lrongeſt terms, his tho- 
rough deteſtation of thoſe meaſures. Peti- 
tions from ſeveral counties, cities, and large 
towns, were preſented to the King, againſt 
them, but without any effect. The deareſt 
rights of the people were ſacrificed-to per- 
ſonal reſentment. The corruption of Par- 


| liament is become a grievance of the firſt 


magnitude. When the Court can com- 
mand the Legiſlature, the Conſtitution is at 
an end, The caſe of the Middleſex elec- 
tion, is an indiſputable evidence of this me- 
lancholy truth. 3 . 


The ſeſſion cloſed on de ninth of May, 


1769. 
= The 


3 
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The reſpite which Lord Chatham gave 
himſelf from all kinds of buſineſs, . and the 
happineſs he enjoyed in the reconciliation 
of his relations, ſo largely contributed to 
the reſtoration of his kealth, that, on the 
approach of the following ſeſſion, he found 
himſelf able to attend the labours of Parlia- 
ment. 


The next ſeſſion was opened on the ninth 
day of January, 1770. The diſcontents 
which pervaded the whole nation, ſtimulated 
him to the moſt vigorous exertion of his 
talents, He conſidered the conduct of the 
Houſe of Commons, on all the queſtions 
concerning the Middleſex election, as wholly 
unconſtitutional. He attended on the firſt 
day. His ſpeeches on that day have for- 
tunately met with a better fate than many 
of his former ſpeeches; for they were ac- 
curately taken by a gentleman of ſtrong 
memory, now a member of the Houſe of 
Commons, and from his notes they are here 
printed, 


The motion for an Addreſs was made by 
the Duke of Ancaſter, and ſeconded by 
Lord Dunmore, 


G 4 Earl 
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e Earl of Chatham, after fone comnli. 
ment to the Duke of Ancaſter, took notice 
how happy it would have made him to 
have been able to concur with the noble 
Duke 1n every part of an Addreſs, which 
was meant as a mark of reſpect and duty 
to the Crown—profeſſed perſonal obliga- 


tions to the King, and veneration for him; 


that, though he might differ from the noble 
Duke in form of expreiling his duty to the 
Crown, he hoped he {hould give his Majeſty 
a more ſubſtantial proof of his attachment 
than if he agreed with the motion. That, 
at his time of life, and loaded as he was 
with infirmities, he might, perhaps, have 
ſtood excuſed if he had continued in his re- 
tirement, and never taken part again in 
public affairs. But that the alarming 
ſtate of the nation called upon him, forced 
him to come forward once more, and to 
execute that duty which he owed to 


God, to his ſovereign, and to his coun- 


try; that he was determined to per- 
form it, even at the hazard of his life. 
That there never was a period which 
called more forcibly than the preſent, ſor 
the ſerious attention and conſideration of 
that houſe ; that as they were the grand 

herediſ ary 
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kereditary Counſellors of the Crown, it 


was particularly their duty, at a criſis of — 


ſuch importance and danger, to lay before 
their Sovereign the true {tate and condition 
of his ſubjects, the diſcontent which uni- 
verially prevailed amongſt them, the diſ- 


treſſes under which they laboured, the in-. 


juries they complained of, and the true 
cauſes of this unhappy ſtate of affairs. 


© That he had heard with great concern 
of the diſtemper among the cattle, and was 
very ready to give his approbation to thoſe 
prudent meaſures which the Counci] had 
taken for putting a ſtop to ſo dreadful a 
calamity. That he was ſatisfied there was 
a power in ſome degree arbitrary, with 
which the Conſtitution truſted the Crown, 
to be made uſe of under correction of the 
Legiſlature, and at the hazard of the Mi- 
niſter, upon any ſudden emergency, or un- 
foreſeen calamity, which might threaten the 
welfare of the people, or the ſafety of the 
ſtate. That on this principle he had him- 
ſelf adviſed a meaſure, which he knew was 
not ſtrictly legal ; but he had recommended 
it as a meaſure of neceſſity, to ſave a ſtarv- 


ing 
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c A. ing people from famine, and had ſubmitted 
—— to the judgment of his country. 


. 
- 


1770. 


© That he was extremely glad to hear 
what he owned he did not believe when he 
came into the Houſe, that the King had rea- 
ſon to expect that his endeavours to ſecure 
the peace of this country would be ſucceſs. 
ful, for that certainly a peace was never fo 
neceſſary as at a time when we were torn to 
pieces by diviſions and diſtractions in every 
part of his Majeſty's dominions, That he 
had always conſidered the late peace, how- 
ever neceſſary in the then exhauſted condi. 
tion of this country, as by no means equal 
in point of advantage to what he had a 
right to expett from the ſucceſſes of the 
war, and from the ſtill more exhauſted con- 
dition of our enemies. That having de- 
ſerted our allies, we were left without alli- 
ances, and during a peace of ſeven years, 
had been every moment on the verge of 
a war: that, on the contrary, France had 
attentively cultivated her allies, particularly 
Spain, by every mark of cordiality and re- 
ſpect. That if a war was unavoidable, we 
muſt enter into it without a ſingle ally, 


while 
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while the whole Houſe of Bourbon was 
united within itſelf, and ſupported by the >= 
cloſeſt connexions with the principal powers 
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we 


in Europe. That the ſituation of our 


foreign affairs was undoubtedly a matter of 
moment, and highly worthy their Lordſhips' 
conſideration ; but that he declared with 
grief, there were other matters til] more 
important, and more urgently demanding 
their attention. He meant the diſtractions 
and diviſions which prevailed in every part 
of the empire. He lamented the unhappy 
meaſure which had divided the colonies 
from the mother country, and which he 
feared had drawn them into exceſſes which 
he could not juſtify. He owned his natural 
partiality to America, and vas inclined to 
make allowance even for thole exceſſes. 
That they ought to be treated with tender- 
neſs; for in his ſenſe they were ebullitions 
of liberty, which broke out upon the ſkin, 
and were a ſign, if not of perfect health, at 
leaſt of vigorous conſtitution, and mult not 


be driven in too ſuddenly, leſt they ſhould 


ſtrike to the heart. He profeſſed himſelf 
entirely ignorant of the preſent ſtate of 
America, therefore ſhould be cautious of 
giving any opinion of the meaſures fit to be 

purſued 
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purſued with reſpett to that country. That 


it was a maxim he had obſerved through 


170. 


life, when he had loſt way, to ſtop ſhort, leſt 
by proceeding without knowledge, and ad. 
vancing (as he feared a noble Duke had 
done) from one falſe ſtep to another, he 
ſhould wind himſelf into an inextricable la- 
byrinth, and never be able to recover the 
right road again. That as the Houſe had 
yet no materials before them, by which they 
might judge of the proceedings of the colo- 
nies, he ſtrongly objected to their paſſing 
that heavy cenſure upon them, which was 
conveyed in the word uv warrantable, con- 
tained in the propoſed addreſs. That it 
was paſling a ſentence without hearing the 
the cauſe, or being acquainted with facts, 


and might expole the proceedings of the 


Houſe to be received abroad with indif- 
ference or diſreſpect. That if 'unwarrant- 
able meant any thing, it muſt mean 1llegal ; 
and how could their Lordſhips decide that 
proceedings, which had not been ſtated to 


them in any ſhape, were contrary to law? 


That what he had heard of the combina- 
tions in America, and of their ſucceſs in 
ſupplying themſelves with goods of their 
own manufacture, had indeed alarmed him 

much 


OF THE EARL OF CHATHAM. 


much for the commercial intereſts of the 
mother country; but he could not conceive 


in what ſenſe they could be called illegal, 


much leſs how a declaration of that Houſe 
could remove the evil. That they were 
dangerous indeed, and he greatly wiſhed to 
have that word ſubſtituted for unwarrant- 


able. That we mull look for other reme- 


dies. That the diſcontent of two millions 
of people deſerved conſideration ; and the 
foundation of it ought to be removed. That 
this was the true way of putting a ſtop to 
combinations and manufactures in that 
country; but that he reſerved himſelf to 
give his opinion more particularly upon 
this ſubject, when authentic information 
of the ſtate of America {nould be laid be- 
fore the Houle; declaring only for the pre- 
tent, that we ſhould be cautious how we 


invade the liberties of any part of our fel- 


low ſubjects, however remote in ſituation, or 
unable to make reſiſtance. That liberty was 
a plant that deſerved to be cheriſhed ; that 
he loved the tree, and wiſhed well to every 
branch of it. That, like the vine in the 
Scripture, it had ſpread from eaſt to 


weſt, had embraced whole nations with its 


branches, and ſheltered them under its leaves. 
| . That 
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That the Americans had purchaſed their 
liberty at a dear rate, ſince they had quitted 
their native country, and gone in ſearch of 
freedom to a deſert. 


© That the parts of the addreſs which he 
had already touched upon, however im- 
portant in themſelves, bore no compariſon 
with that which till remained. That in- 
deed there never was a time, at which the 
unanimity recommended to them by the 
King, was niore neceſſary than at preſent; 
but he differed very much from the noble 
Duke, with reſpe& to the propriety or 
utility of thoſe general aſſurances contain- 
ed in the latter part of the addreſs. That 
the moſt perfect harmony in that Houſe 
would have but little effect towards quiet- 
ing the minds of the people, and remov- 
ing their diſcontent. That it was the duty 
of that Houſe to enquire into the cauſes 
of the notorious diſſatis faction expreſſed by 
the whole Engliſh nation, to ſtate thoſe 
cauſes to the Sovereign, and then to give 
him their beſt advice in what manner he 
ought to act. That the privileges of the 
Houſe of Peers, however tranſtendant, 
however appropriated to them, ſtood in 
G fact 
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fa& upon the broad bottom of the people. 
They were no longer in the condition of 
the barons, their anceſtors, who had ſe- 
parate intereſts and ſeparate ſtrength to 
ſupport them. The rights of the greateſt 


the ſame foundation: the ſecurity of law, 


higheſt intereſt, as well as their duty, to 
watch over, and guard the people; for 
when the people had loſt their rights, thoſe 
of the Peerage would ſoon become inſigni- 
ticant, To argue from experience, he 
begged leave to refer their Lordſhips to a 
moſt important paſſage in hiſtory, deſcribed 
by a man of great abilities, Mr. Robert ſon. 
This writer, in his life of Charles the Fifth 
(a great, ambitious, Wicked man), informs 
us that the Peers of Caſtile were ſo far 
cajoled and ſeduced by him, as to join him 
m overturning that part of the Cortez, 
which repreſented the people. They were 


weak enough to adopt, and baſe enough to 
de flattered with an expeRation, that by 
alliſting their maſter in this iniquitous pur- 
pole, they ſhould encreaſe their own ſtrength 
and importance, What was the conſe- 
quence? They exchanged the conſtituti- 


onal 
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common to all. It was therefore their 
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onal authority of Peers, for the titular vanity 
of Grandees. They were no longer a part 
of a Parliament, for 7/17 they had deſtroyed; 
and when they pretended to have an opi- 
nion as Grandees, he told them he did not 


underſtand it; and naturally enough, when 


they had ſurrendered their authority, treated 
tieir advice with contempt. The conſe. 
quences did not ſtop here. He made ule of 
the people whom he had enſlaved to enſlave 
others, and employed the ſtrength of the 
Caltilians to deſtroy the rights of their free 
ncighbours of Arragon. 


c My Lords, let this example be a leſſon 


to us all. Let us be cautious how we admit 


an idea, that our rights ſtand on a footing 


different from thoſe of the people. Let 
us be cautious how we 1nvade the liberties 
of our fellow ſubjeéts, however mean, how: 


ever remote; ſor be aſſured, my Lords, 


that in whatever part of the empire you 
ſuffer {lavery to be eſtabliſhed, whether it 
be in America or in Ireland, or here at 
home, you will find it a diſeaſe which 
ſpreads by contact, and ſoon reaches from 
the extremities to the heart. The man 
who has loſt his own freedom, becomes 

from 


ch 
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from that moment an inſtrument in the 
hands of an ambitious prince; to deſtroy 
the freedom of others. Theſe reflections, 
my Lords, are but too applicable to our 
preſent ſituation. The liberty of the ſub- 
ject is invaded, not only 1 in provinces, but 
here at home. The Engliſh people are 
loud in their complaints: they proclaim 
with one voice the injuries they have re- 


ceived: they demand redreſs, and depend 


upon it, my Lords, that one way or other, 
they will have redrels. They will never 


return to a ſtate of tranquillity until they 


are redreſſed; nor ought they; for in my 
judgement, my Lords, and I ſpeak it boldly, 
it were better for them to periſh in a glori- 
ous contention tor, their r1..hts, than to pur- 
chaſe a laviſh tranquillity at the expence of 
a ſingle iota of the Conſtitution. Let me en- 
treat your Lordſhips, then, in the name of 
all the duties you owe to your Sovereign, 
to your country, and to yourſelves, to per- 


form that office to which you are called by 


the Conſtitution; by informing his Majeſty 
truly of the condition of his ſubjetts, and 
of the real cauſe of. their diſſatisfaction, 
I have. conſidered the matter with moſt 


ſerious attention; and as I have not in my 
Vol. II; H own 
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XXXV. 
ws ſent univerſal diſcontent bf the nation ariſes 


1 7”. fromthe proceedings of the Houſe of Com- 
mons upon the expulſion of Mr. Wilkes, I 
think that we ought, in our addreſs, to ſtate 
that matter to the King. I have drawn up 
an amendment to the addreſs, which I beg 
leave to ſubmit to the conſideration of the 
Houſe: 


l CHAP. own breaſt the ſmalleſt doubt that the pre. 


« And for theſe great and eſſential pur. 
poſes, we will with all convenient ſpeed take 
into our moſt ſerious conſideration, the 
cauſes of the diſcontents which prevail in 
ſo many parts of your Majeſty's dominions, 
and particularly the late proceedings of the 
Houſe of Commons, touching the incapa- 
city of John Wilkes, Eſq. (expelled by that 
Houſe) to be elected a member to ſerve in 
this preſent Parliament, thereby refuſing (by 
a reſolution of one branch of the Legiftacure 
only) to the ſubje& his common right, and 
depriving the electors of Middleſex of their 
free choice of a repreſentative.” | 


+ The cautious and guarded | terms in 
which this amendment is drawn up, will, 


I hope, reconcile every noble Lord who 
hears 
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hears me to my opinion; and as I think CHA" 
no man can diſpute the truth of the facts, wg 
ſo I am perſuaded no man can diſpute the " 
propriety and necellity of laying thoſe * 


before his Majeſty.” 


Lord Mansfield*, He began with af- 14. Ma 
firming, that he had never delivered any opi- 872. 
nion upon the legality of the proceedings 
of the Houſe of Commons on the Middle- 
ſex election, nor ſhould he now, notwith- 
ſtanding any thing that might be expected 
from him. That he had locked it up in 
his own breaſt, and it ſhould die with 
him: that he wiſhed to avoid ſpeaking on 
the ſubject; but that the motion made by 
the noble Lord, was of a nature too ex- 
traordinary and too alarming, to ſuffer him 
to be ſilent, He acknowledged the un- 
happy diſtracted ſtate of the nation; but 
he was happy enough to affirm, with a 
ſafe conſcience, that he had no ways 
contributed to it. That, in his own opi- 
nion, declarations of the law made by 
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tleman's. notes) it is neceſſary to inſert, on — of _ 
Chatham” 5 reply, which follows it, | 
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ci4?. either Houſe of Parliament were always 
> attended with bad effects: he had con- 
ſtantly oppoſ d them whenever he had an 
opportunity. and in his judicial capacity 
thought himſclf bound never to pay the 

leaſt regard to them. That although 
thoroughly convinced of the illegality of 
general ' warrants, which, indeed, naming 

no perſons, were no warrants at all, he was 

ſorry to ſee the Houſe of Commons by their 

vote declare them to be illegal. That it 
looked like a legiſlative act, which yet had 

no force nor effect as a law: for ſuppoſing 

the Houſe had declared them to be legal, 

the Courts in Weſtminſter would never. 
theleſs have been bound to declare the 
contrary ; and conſequently to throw a dif- 
reſpect upon the vote of the Houſe : but 

-he made a wide diſtinction between the 
general declarations of law, and the par- 
ticular deciſion which might be made by 
„either Houſe, in their judicial capacity, 
upon a caſe coming regularly before them, 

and properly the ſubject of their juriſdic- 

tion. That here they did not act as Le. 
 Eiſlators, pronouncing abſtractly and gene-M 


1 | rally what the law was, and for the dr: 
| rections of others ; but as Judges, drawing 
the 


N 
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the law from the ſeveral ſources from which 
it ought to be drawn, for their own guidance 


of that queſtion. That, for his own part, 
wherever the Statute law was fil-nt, he 


of either Houſe, except in the proceedings 
and deciſions of each Houſe reſpectively, 


id WM judge of queſtions depending upon the judi- 
no WI cial authority of Parliament, but the prac- 
al, ¶ tice of each Houſe, moderated or extended 


accommodated to the caſes before them, 
That a queltion touching the ſeat of a 
Member in the Lower Houſe, could only 
be determined by that Houſe; there was 
no other Court where it could be tned, 


by nor to which there could be an appeal 
ity, from their decifion, That wherever a 
em, Court of Juſtice is ſupreme, and their 
die- I ſentence final (which he apprehended no 
Le- man would diſpute was the caſe in the 


Houle of Commons, in matters touching 


Hg | law 


in'deciding the particular queſtion before 
them, and applying it ſtrictly to the deciſion 


knew not where to look for the law of Par- 
lament, or for a definition of the privileges 


That he knew of no parliamentary code to 


according to the wiſdom of the Houſe, and 


elections), the determination of that Court 
muſt be received and ſubmitted to as the 


| 
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law of the land; for if there be no appeal 


from a judicial ſentence, where ſhall that 


ſentence be queſtioned, or how can it be 
reverſed? He admitted that Judges might 


be corrupt, and their ſentences erroneous; 


but theſe were caſes, for which, in reſpect to 
Supreme Courts, the Conſtitution had pro- 
vided no remedy. That if they wilfully 
determined wrong, it was iniquitous in- 
deed, and in the higheſt degree deteſtable. 
But it was a crime, of which no human tri- 
bunal could take cognizance, and it lay be- 
tween God and their conſciences. That he 
avoided entering into the merits of the late 
deciſion of the Houſe of Commons, becauſe 
it was a ſubject he was convinced the Lords 
had no right to enquire into, or diſcuſs, 
That the amendment propoſed by the noble 
Lord threatened the moſt pernicious conſe- 
quences to the nation, as it manifeſtly 
violated every form and law of Parliament, 
was a groſs attack upon the privileges of the 
Houle of Commons, and, inſtead of pro- 
moting that harmony which the King had 
recommended, muſt inevitably throw the 
whole country into a flame. That there 
never Was an inſtance of the Lords en- 
quiring into the proceedings of the Houle 
7 e of 
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of Commons with reſpe& to their own AKN. 
Members ;-much leſs of their taking upon _ 
them to cenſure ſuch proceedings, or of 2 
their adviſing the Crown to take notice of 

them. If, indeed, it be the noble Lord's 

deſign to quarrel with the Houſe of Com- 

mons, I confeſs it will have that effect, 

and immediately, The Lower Houſe will 
undoubtedly aſſert their privileges, and 

give you vote for vote. I leave it, there- 

fore, to your Lordſhips, to conſider the 

fatal effects which may ariſe in ſuch a 
conjuncture as the preſent, either from an 

open breach between the two Houſes of 
Parliament, or between the King and the 
Houſe of Commons. But, my Lords, if 

0 I could ſuppoſe it were even adviſeable 

to promote a diſagreement between the 


. ͤ ͤ ͤ——— . —— — — 


e 
l two Houſes, I would ſtil! recommend it 
ly to you to take care to be in the right; 
f whenever I am forced into a quarrel, I 
, 


be will always endeavour to have juſtice on 
my fide. Now, my Lords, admitting the 
* Houſe of Commons to have done wrong, 
will it mend the matter for your Lordſhips 


1 to do ten times worſe? and that I am 
” clearly convinced would be the caſe, if 
iſ your Lordſhips were obliged to declare 
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P; any opinion of your own, or offer any ad- 
oY vice to the Crown, on a matter in which, 


by the C-mſtitution of this country, you 

have no right whatever to interfere. I will 
go farther, my Lords; I will affirm, that 
ſuch a ſtep would be as in⸗ffectual as it 
would be irregular. Suppoſe the King, in 
conſequence of our advice, ſhould diſſolve 
the Parliament (for that, I preſume, is the 
true objett of the noble Lord's amendment), 

the next Houſe of Commons that meens, if 
they know any thing of their own privileges, 
or the laws of this country, will undoubt- 
edly, on the very firſt day of the ſeſſion, take 
notice of our proceedings, and declare them 
to be a violation of the' rights of the Com- 
mons. They muſt do ſo, my Lords; or they 
will ſhamefully betray their conſtituents and 
themſelves. A noble Lord (Lord March- 
mont) near me, has propoſed, that we 
ſhould demand a conference with the other 
Houſe, It would be a more moderate ſtep, 
I confels, but equally ineffectual. The Com- 
mons would never ſubmit to diſcuſs their 
Own privileges \ with theLords. They would 
not come to a conference upon ſuch a ſub- 
ject; or if they did come, they would ſoon 
break it up with indignation. If, then, the 


RW + 0% 


OF THE EARL OP CHATHAM. 10g 


Commons have done wrong, I know of no CHAP, 
remedy, but eicher that the ſame power YR 
ſhould undo the miſchief they have done, 

or that the caſe ſhould be provided for by an 
act of the legiſlature. That, indeed, might 
be effectual. But whether ſuch a remedy 


be proper or neceſſary in the preſent caſe, 


or whether, indeed, it be attainable, conſi- 


dering that the other Houſe mult give their 

conſent to it, is not a queſtion now before us. 

If ſuch a bill ſhould be propoſed, it will 

be regular and Parliamentary, and we may 

then, with propriety, enter into the legal 

merits of the decifion of the Houſe of 
Commons. As for the amendment pro- 

poſed by the noble Lord, I object to it as 

irregular and unparliamentary. 1 am per- 
ſuaded, that it will be attended with very 

pernicious conſequences to this country, 

and that it cannot poſſibly produce a ſingle 

good one. 


Earl of Chatham. * My Lords, there 1s a 
one plain maxim, to which I have invari- *. ** 
ably adhered through life: That in every 
queſtion, in which my liberty, or my pro- 
perty were concerned, I ſhould conſult and 
pe determined by the dictates of common 


ſenſe. 
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ſenſe. I confeſs, my Lords, that I am apt 
to diſtruſt the refinements of learning, 
becauſe I have ſeen the ableſt and the moſt 
learned men equally liable to deceive them. 
ſelves, and to miſlead others. The condi- 
tion of human nature would be lamentable 
indeed, if nothing leſs than the greateſt 
learning and talents, which fall to the ſhare 
of ſo ſmall a number of men, were ſufficient 
to direct our judgment and our conduct. 
But Providence has taken better care of our 
happineſs, and given us, in the ſimplicity 
of common ſenſe, a rule for our direction, 
by which we {hall never be miſled. I con- 
feſs, my Lords, I had no other guide in 
drawing up the amendment, which I ſub- 
mitted to your conſideration ; and before 1 
heard the opinion of the noble Lord who 
ſpoke laſt, I did not conceive that it was even 
within the limits of poſſibility for the greateſt 
human genius, the molt ſubtle underſtand- 
ing, or the acuteſt wit, ſo ſtrangely to mil: 
repreſent my meaning, and to give it an in- 
ter retation {o entirely foreign from what 
I intended to expreſs, and from that ſenſe 
which the very terms of the amendment 
plainly and diflinetly carry with them. If 


there be the ſmallelt foundation for the cen- 
ſure 
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ſure thrown upon me by that noble Lord 


” XXET. 


if, either expreſsly, or by the moſt diſtant — 
implication, I have ſaid or inſinuated any 
part of what the noble Lord has charged 
me with, diſcard my opinions for ever, diſ- 
card the motion with contempt. 


2770. 


My Lords, I muſt beg the indulgence 
of the Houſe, Neither will my health per- 
mit me, nor do I pretend to be qualified 
to follow that learned Lord minutely 
through the whole of his argument. No 
man is better acquainted with his abilities 
and learning, nor has a greater reſpect for 
them, than I have, I have had the pleaſure 
of fitting with him in the other Houſe, and 
always liſtened to him with attention. I. 
have not now loſt a word of what he ſaid, 
Nor DID IEVER. Upon the preſent queſ- 
tion I meet him without fear. The evi- 
dence which truth carries with it, is ſuperior 

to all argument; it neither wants the ſup- 

port, nor dreads the oppoſition of the 
greateſt abilities. If there be a ſingle word 
in the amendment to juſtify the interpreta- 
tion which the noble Lord has been pleaſed 
to give it, I am ready to renounce the whole: 
let it be read, my Lords; let it ſpeak for 
itlelf, 
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itſelf. ¶ It was read In what inſtance does 
it interfere with the privileges of the Houſe 
of Commons? In what reſpect does it 
queſtion their juriſdiction, or ſuppoſe an 
authority in this Houſe to arraign the 
Juſtice of their ſentence? I am ſure that 
every Lord who hears me, will bear me 
witneſs, that I ſaid not one word touching 
the merits of the Middleſex election; ſo far 
from conveying any opinion upon that 
matter in the amendment, I did not even 
in diſcourſe deliver my own ſentiments upon 
it. I did not ſay that the Houſe of Com- 
mons had done either right or wrong ; but, 
when his Majeſty was pleaſed to recommend 
it to us to cultivate unanimity amongſt our- 
ſelves, I thought it the duty of this Houſe, 
as the great here«:1tary council of the Crown, 
to ſtate to his Majeſty the diſtracted condi- 
tion of his dominions, together with the 
events which had deſtroyed unanimity 
among his ſubjetts. But, my Lords, I 
ſtated thole events merely as facts, without 
the ſmalleſt addition either of cenſure or of 
opinion. They are facts, my Lords, which 
J am not only convinced are true, but which 
I know are indiſputably true. For example, 
my Lords: will any man * that diſcon- 

tents 
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tents prevail in many parts of his Majeſty's %F4.F: 


dominions? or that thoſe diſcontents ariſe 
from the proceedings of the Houſe of Com- 
mons touching the declared incapacity of 
Mr. Wilkes ? Tis impoſſible: no man can 
deny a truth ſo notorious. Or will any man 
deny that thoſe proceedings refuſed, by a 
reſolution of one branch of the legiſlature 
only, to the ſubject his common right? Is it 


not indiſputably true, my Lords, that Mr. 
Milles had a common right, and that he loſt 


it no other way but by a reſolution of the 
Houle of Commons? My Lords, I have been 
tender of miſrepreſenting the Houſe of 


Commons: I have conſulted their journals, 


and have taken the very words of their own 
reſolution. Do they not tell us in ſo many 
words, that Mr. Wilkes having been expelled, 
was thereby rendered incapable of ſerving 
in that Parliament! and is it not their re- 
ſolution alone, which refules to the ſubject 
his common right? The amendment ſays 
farther, that the electors of Middleſex are 
deprived of their free choice of a repreſen. 
tative. Is this a falſe fact, my Lords? or 
have I given an unfair repreſentation of it? 
Will any man preſume to affirm that Colo- 
nel Luttrell is the free choice of the electors 

of 
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of Middleſex ? We all know the contrary, 
We ail know that Mr. Wilkes (whom I men. 
tion without either praiſe or cenſure) was 
the favourite of the county, and choſen by 
a very great and acknowledged majority, to 
repreſent them in Parliament. I! the noble 
Lord diſlikes the manner in which theſe facts 
are ſtated, I ſhall think myſelf happy in be- 
ing adviſed by him how to alter it. Iam 
very little anxious about terms, provided the 
ſubſtances be preſerved ; and theſe are fads, 
my Lords, which I am ſure will always re- 
tain their weight and importance, in what- 
ever form of language they are deſcribed. 


Now, my Lords, ſince I have been 


forced to enter into the explanation of an 


amendment, in which nothing leſs than the 
genius of penetration could have diſcovered 
an obſcurity, and having, as I hope, re- 
deemed myſelf in the opinion of the Houle, 
having redeemed my motion from the ſevere 
repreſentation given of it by the noble Lord, 
I muſt a little longer intreat your Lordſhips 
indulgence. The conſtitution of this coun- 
try has been openly invaded in fact; and! 
have heard, with horror and aſtoniſhment 


that very invaſion defended upon principle. 
What 


W 
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What is this myſterious power, undefined „KV. 
by law, unknown to the ſubject, which we 72 
muſt not approach without awe, nor ſpeak 

of without reverence, which no man may 
queſtion, and to which all men muſt ſubmit? 

My Lords, I thought the flaviſh doctrine of 

paſhve obedience had long ſince been ex- 

ploded: and, when our kings were obliged 

to confeſs that their title to the crown, and 

the rule of their government, had no other 
foundation than the known laws of the land, 

I never expected to hear a divine right, or 

a divine infallibility, attributed to any other | | 
branch of the legiſlature. My Lords, I , 
beg to be underſtood, no man reſpedts the 
Houſe of Commons more than I do, or 
would contend more {trenuouſly than I 
would, to preſerve them their juſt and legal 
authority. Within the bounds preſcribed 
by the Conſtitution, that authority is neceſ- 
ſary to the well-being of the people: be- 
yond that line every exertion of power is 
arbitrary, is illegal; it threatens tyranny to 
the people; and deſtruction to the ſtate. 
Power without right is the moſt odious and 
deteſtable object that can be offered to the 
human imagination: it is not only pernicious 
to thoſe who are ſubject to it, but tends to 


its 


— 
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its own deſtruQion. 
— friend {Lord Lyttleton) has truly deſcribed 
it, Res deteſtabiits et cadica. 
acknowledge the jult power, and reverence 
the conſtitution of the Houſe of Commons. 
It is for their own fakes that I. would pre. 
vent their aſſiming a power which the con. 
ſtitution has denied them, leſt; by graſping 
at an authority they have no right to, they 
ſhould forfeit chat which they legally pol: 


conſtitution. Under pretence of declaring 


expreſſions, He ſeems fond of the word 
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It 15 what my nobls 


My Lords, I 


ſeſs. My Lords, I affirm that they have 
betrayed their conſtituents, and violated the 


the law, they have made a law, and united 
in the ſame perſons the office of legiſlator 
and of judge. 


| 1 ſhall endeavour to ao brig to 
the noble Lord's doctrine, which is in- 
deed impoſſible to miſtake, fo far as my 
memory will permit me to preſerve hi 


juriſdiction; and I confeſs, with the force 
and effect which he has given it, it is a 
word of copious meaning and wonderful 
extent. If his Lordſhip's doctrine be well 
founded, we muſt renounce all thoſe polit. 


cal maxims by which our underſtanding 
have 
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firſt elements of learning taught us in our 
ſchools when we were ſchool-boys. My 
Lords, we knew that juriſdiction was no- 
thing more than Jus dicere; we knew that 
Legem facere and Legem dicere were powers 
clearly diſtinguiſhed from each other in the 
nature of things, arid wiſely ſeparated by 
che wiſdom of the Engliſh Conſtitution ; 


ſyſtem of thinking. The Houſe of Com- 


he Bil mons, we are told, have a ſupreme juriſ- 
2 Wl diction ; and there is no appeal from their 
ed hee + and that wherever they are com- 


petent judges, their deciſion muſt be re- 
ceived and ſubmitted to, as 1þ/o facto, the 
Jaw of the land. My lords, I am a plain 


to man, and have been brought up in a reli- 

in. gious reverence for the original ſimplicity 

a of the laws of England. By what ſophiſtry 
b 


they have been perverted, by what artifices 
they have been involved in obſcurity, is not 


of the Engliſh laws, are ſtill ſufficiently 


the maſter piece of the human underſtand- 
ing; but it is in the text that I would look 
tor a direction to my judgment, not in the 
Vol. II. 1 _ commen- 
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have hitherto been directed, and even the . 
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but now, 1t ſeems, we muſt adopt a new 


for me to explain; the principles, however, 


clear * they are founded in reaſon; and are 
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commentaries of modern profeſſors. The 
noble Lord affures us, that he knows not in 


what code the law of Parliament is to be 


found ; that the Houſe of Commons, when 


they act as judges, have no law to direct 


them but their own wiſdom ; that their de- 
ciſion is law; and if they determine wrong, 
the ſubject has no appeal but to Heaven. 
What then, my Lords, are all the generous 
efforts of our anceſtors, are all thoſe glori- 
ous contentions, by which they meant to ſe- 
cure to themſelves, and to tranſmit to their 
poſterity a known law, a certain rule of 


living; reduced to this concluſion, that in. 


ſtead of the arbitrary power of a King, ve 
muſt ſubmit to the arbitrary power of an 
Houſe of Commons? If this be true, what 
benefit do we derive from the exchange? 
Tyranny, my Lords, is deteſtable in every 
ſhape; but in none ſo formidable as when 
it is aſſumed and exerciſed by a number of 
tyrants. But, my Lords, this is not the 
fact, this is not the conſtitution ; we have a 
law of Parliament, we have a code in which 
every honeſt man may find it. We have 
Magna Charta, we have the Statute Book, 
and the Bill of Rights, 


« If 
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t Tf a caſe ſhould ariſe unknown to theſe 


Engliſh reaſon left, which is the foundation 
of all our Engliſh juriſprudence. That 
reaſon tells us, that every Judicial Court, 
and every Political Society, muſt be veſted 
with thoſe powers and privileges which are 
neceſſary for performing the office to which 
they are appointed. It tells us alſo, that no 
Court of Juſtice can have a power incon- 
ſiſtent with, or paramount to, the known 
laws of the land: that the people, when 
f Wl they chooſe their repreſentatives, never 
mean to convey to them a power of invad- 
ing the rights; or trampling upon the liber- 
n Wl tics of thoſe whom they repreſent. What 
ut ſecurity would they have for their rights, if 
once they admitted, that a Court of Judica- 
ure might determine every queſtion that 
n came before it, not by any known, poſitive 
of Wl law, but by the vague, indeterminate, arbi- 
he Bl trary rule, of what the noble Lord is pleaſed 
a Wi to call the Wiſdom of the Court? With res 
ch ſpett to the deciſion of the Courts of Juſtice, 
de am far from denying them their due 
2k, Nveight and authority; yet, placing them in 
the moſt reſpectable view, I Mill conſider 
them, not as law, but as an evidence of the 
of 12 law; 


great authorities, we have ſtill that plain Ge 
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law; and before they can arrive even at 
that degree of authority, it muſt appear 
that they are founded in, and confirmed by, 
reaſon ; that they are ſupported by prece. 
dents taken from good and moderate times; 
that they do not contradict any poſitive 
law ; that they are ſubmitted to without re. 
luctance, by the people; that they are un. 
queſtioned by the legiſlature (which is equi. 
valent to a tacit confirmation) ; and, what, 
in my judgment, is by far the moſt impor. 
tant, that they do not violate the ſpirit of 
the Conſtitution. My Lords, this 1s not a 
vague or looſe expreſſion: we all know what 
the Conſtitution 1s, we all know, that the 
firſt principle of it is, that the fubjett ſhall 
not be governed by the arbztrium of any 
one man, or body of men (leſs than the 
whole legiſlature), but by certain laws, to 
which he has virtually given his conſent, 
which are open to him to examine, and not 
beyond his ability to underſtand. — Now, 
my Lords, I affirm, and am ready to main- 
tain, that the late deciſion of the Houle of 
Commons upon the Middleſex election, i 


deſtitute of every one of thoſe properties 


and conditions which I hold to be effential 


to the legality of ſuch a deciſion, It is not 
founded 
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founded in reaſon; for it carries with it a CHA F: 
contradiction, that the repreſentative ſhould —>— 
perform the office of the conſtituent body. 
It is not ſupported by a ſingle precedent ; 
for the caſe of Sir R. Malpole is but a half 
precedent, and even that half is imperfect. 
Incapacity was indeed declared, but his 
crimes are {lated as the ground of the reſo- 
lution, and his opponent was declared to be 
not duly elected, even aſter his incapacity 
was eſtabliſhed. It contradicts Magna Charta 
and the Bill of Rights, by which it 1s pro- 
1 WH vided, that no ſubject ſhall be deprived of 
his freehold, unleſs by the judgment of his 
peers, or the law of the land; and that elee- 
tions of members to ſerve in Parliament 


x ſhall be free; and ſo far is this deciſion 


de from being ſubmitted to by the people, that 
o i they have taken the ſtrongeſt meaſures, and 
Wl adopted the moſt poſitive language to ex- 
0% Wl preſs their diſcontent. Whether 1t will be 
” WW queſtioned by the legiſlature, will depend 
upon your Lordſhip's reſolution ; but that 
of it violates the ſpirit of the Conſtitution, will, 
I think, be diſputed by no man who has | 
heard this day's debate, and who wiſhes | 
ial BY vell to the freedom of his country ; yet, if | 
* ye are to believe the noble Lord, this great | 


13 grievance, 
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- grievance, this manifeſt violation of the firſ 
principles of the Conſtitution, will not ad. 
mit of a remedy ;- is not even capable of 
redreſs, unleſs we appeal at once to Heaven, 
My Lords, I have better hopes of the Con- 
ſtitution, and a firmer confidence in the 
wiſdon and conſtitutional authority of this 
Houſe. It is your anceſtors, my Lords,—it 
is to the Engliſh Barons that we are indebted 
for the Laws and Conſtitution we poſſeſs, 
Their virtues were rude and unculuvated, 
but they were great and ſincere, Their 
underſtandings were as little poliſhed as 
their manners, but they had hearts to dil. 
tinguiſh right from wrong ; they had heads 
to diſtinguiſh truth from fallehood ; they 
underſtood the rights of humanity, and they 
had ſpirit to maintain them, 


My Lords, I think, that hiſtory has not 
done juſtice to their conduct, when they 
obtained from their Sovereign, that great 
acknowledgment of national rights contain- 
ed in Magna Charta: they did not confine 
it to themſelves alone, but delivered it as a 
common bleſſing to the whole people. They 
did not ſay, Theſe are the rights of the 
great —_ or thele are rights of the great 

Prelates ; 
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Prelates :—No, my Lords; they ſaid, in the 


ſimple Latin of the times, nullus liber homo, 
and provided as carefully for the meaneſt 
ſubject as for the greateſt, Theſe are un- 
couth words, and ſound but poorly in the 
ears of ſcholars ; neither are they addreſſed 
to the criticiſm of ſcholars, but to the hearts 
of free men, Theſe three worde, nullus' 
liber homo, have a meaning which intereſts 
us all; they deſerve to be remembered— 
they deſerve to be inculcated in our minds— 
they are worth all the claſſics. Let us not, 
then, degenerate from the glorious example 
of our anceſtors. Thoſe Iron Barons for 
ſo I may call them when compared with the 
Silken Barons of modern days), were the 
Guardians of the People; yet therr virtues, 
my Lords, were never engaged 1n a queſtion 
of ſuch importance as the preſent. A breach 
has been made in the Conſtittution—the 
battlements are diſmantled—the citadel is 
open to the firſt invader—the walls totter— 
the Conſtitution is not tenable. What re- 
mains then, but for us to ſtand foremoſt in 
the breach, to repair it, or periſh in it ? 


Great pains have been taken to alarm 
15 with the conſequences of a difference 
„ between 
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between the two Houſes of Parliament— 


m_ That the Houſe of Commons will reſent 


land. 
deſerve to be ſlaves !—My Lords, this is not 


our preſuming to take notice of their pro. 
ceedings ; that they will reſent our daring 
to adviſe the Crown, and never forgive 
us for attempting to ſave the State.—My 
Lords, I am ſenſible of the importance and 
difficulty of this great criſis ; at a moment, 
ſuch as this, we are called upon to our duty, 
without dreading the reſentment of any 
man. But if apprehenſions of this kind are 
to affect us, let us conſider which we ought 
to reſpect moſt—the repreſentative, or the 
collective body of the people. —My Lords, 
five hundred gentlemen are not ten mil: 
lions ; and if we muſt have a contention, 
let us take care to have the Engliſh nation 
on our ſide. If this queſtion be given up, 
the freeholders of England are reduced tq 
a condition baſer than the peaſantry of Po- 
If they deſert their own cauſe, they 


merely the cold opinion of my underſtand- 
ing, but the glowing expreſſion of what 1 
feel. It is my heart that [peaks : I know I 
ſpeak warmly, my Lords; but this warmth 
ſhall neither betray my argument nor my 
iemper. The kingdom 1 is in a flame. As 


mediators 
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mediators between the King and people, jt 
is our duty to repreſent to him the true 
condition and temper of his ſubjetts, It 15 
a duty which no particular reſpects ſhould 
hinder us from performing; and whenever 
his Majeſty ſhall demand our advice, it 
will then be our duty to enquire more mi- 
nutely into the cauſes of the preſent diſ- 
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contents. Whenever that enquiry ſhall 


come on, I pledge myſelf to the Houſe to 
prove, that ſince the firſt inſlitution of the 
Houſe of Commons, not a ſingle precedent 
can be produced to juſtify their late pro- 
ceedings. My noble and learned friend 
(the Lord Chancellor) has pledged himſelf 
to the Houſe, that he will ſupport that aſ- 
ſertion 


My Lords, the character and circum- 
ſtances of Mr. Wilkes have been very im- 
properly introduced into this queſtion, not 
only here, but in that court of judicature 
where his cauſe was tried; I mean the Houle 


of Commons. With one party he was a 


patriot of the firſt magnitude; with the 
other the vileſt incendiary. For my own 


part, I conſider him merely and indifterently 
aß an Engliſh ſubject, poſletled of certain 
rights 
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rights which the laws have given him, and 
which the laws alone can take from him, I 
am neither moved by his private vices, nor 
by his public merits. In hzs perſon, though 
he were the wor/t of men, I contend for the 
ſafety and ſecurity of the beſt; and, God 
forbid, my Lords, that there ſhould be a 


power in this country of meaſuring the 


civil rights of the ſubject by his moral cha- 
racter, or by any other rule but the fixed 
laws of the land! I believe, my Lords, / 
{ſhall not be ſuſpected of any perſonal par- 
tiality to this unhappy man: I am not very 
converſant in pamphlets or newſpapers; but, 


from what I have heard, and from the little 


I have read, I may venture to affirm, that I 
have had my ſhare in the compliments which 
have come from that quarter; and as for 
motives of ambition (for I muſt take to my- 
ſelf a part of the noble Duke's inſinuation), 
I believe, my Lords, there have been times 
in which I have had the honour of ſtanding 


in ſuch favour in the cloſet, that there muſt 


have been ſomething extravagantly unreas 
ſonable in my wiſhes if they might not 
all have been gratified ; after neglecting 
thoſe opportunities, I am now ſuſpected of 
coming forward in the decline of life, in the 

: anxious 
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anxious purſuit of wealth and power, which 
it is impoſſible for me to enjoy. Be it lo; 
there 1s one ambition at leaſt which I ever 
will acknowledge, which I will not re- 
nounce but with my life. It is the ambi- 
tion of delivering to my poſterity thoſe 
rights of freedom which I have received 
from my anceſtors. I am not now pleading 
the cauſe of an individual, but of every 
freeholder in England. In what manner 
this Houſe may conſtitutionally interpoſe 
in their defence, and what kind of redreſs 
this caſe will require and admit of, is not 
at preſent the ſubject of our conſideration, 
The amendment, if agreed to, will naturally 
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lead us to ſuch an enquiry. That enquiry 


may, perhaps, point out the neceſſity of an 


act of the legiſlature, or it may lead us, per- 
haps, to deſire a conference with the other 


Houſe ; which one noble Lord afhrms is the 


only parliamentary way of proceeding ; and 
which another noble Lord aſſures us the 
Jouſe of Commons would either not come 
o, or would break off with indignation. 
Leaving their Lordſhips to reconcile that 


atter between themſelves, I ſhall only 


ay, that before we have enquired, we can- 
not be provided with materials, conſe- 
quently 
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quently we are not at preſent prepared for a 
conference. 


* It is impollible, my Lords, that the en. 


; quiry I ſpeak of may lead us to adviſe his 


Majeſty to diſſolve the preſent parliament ; 


nor have I any doubt of our right to give 


that advice, if we ſhould think it neceſſary, 
His Majeſty will then determine whether 
he will yield to the united petitions of the 
people of England, or maintain the Houle 
of Commons in the exerciſe of a legiſlative 
power, which heretofore aboliſhed the Houſe 
of Lords, and overturned the monarchy, 
I willingly acquit the preſent Houle of Com- 
mons of having actually formed ſo deteſta- 
ble a deſign; but they cannot themſelves 
foreſee to what exceſſes they may be carried 
hereafter; and for my own part, I ſhould 
be ſorry to truſt to their future moderation. 
Unlimited power 1s apt to corrupt the minds 
of thoſe who poſſeſs it; and this I know my 
Lords, that, where law ends, tyranny 
begins 


The amendment was negatived. But in 
conſequence of this ſtrong and public ar- 
raignment of the Miniſtry, ſeveral of them 


reſi gned, 
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reſigned. Lord Chatham's information of 
the proceedings of the Cabinet Council was 
ſuppoſed to have been derived from Lord 
Camden, who, at that time, was Lord Chan- 
cellor; and he having this day divided with 
Lord Chatham, the Great Seal was immedi- 
ately taken from him. 


Mr. Yorke was prevailed upon by his Ma- 
jeſty to accept the Seal; and in a few hours 
afterwards he put a — to his own 
exiſtence. 


Notwithſtanding the ſeveral reſignations, 
ſome of them of the firſt families of the king- 
dom, which took place at this time, — not- 
withſtanding the general diſſatis faction and 
ferment which prevailed throughout the 
nation notwithſtanding the circumſtances 
of the recent and tragical death of Mr. 
Yorke—-{till the Court perſevered, and re- 
lolved to perſevere in their meaſures *. 


The ſucceſs of the Court in this perſeverance againſt the pe- 
titions of the people of England, encouraged the Court in the 
ſame perſeverance againſt the petitions of the people of America; 
which followed ſoon after. But the Americans being farther re« 
moved from the ſcene of corruption, were not debilitated by its 
poiſon. They retained the vigour and virtue of their anceſtors, 
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CHAP. XXXVI. 
Speeches of the Marquis of Rockingham, the Duke 
of Grafton, and Lord Chatham, on the State of 


the Nation—Union of Lord Chatham with Lord 
Rockingham—Duke of Grafton reſigns. 


N the twenty-ſecond of January, the 

Marquis of Rockingham moved for 

fixing a day to take into conhderation the 
ſtate of the nation. 


The object of his Lordſhip's ſpeechꝰ 
was to ſhew, that the preſent unhappy con- 
dition of. affairs, and the univerſal diſcon- 


tent of the people, did not ariſe from any 


immediate temporary cauſe, but had grown 
upon us by degrees, from the moment of 
his Majeſty's acceſſion to the throne: That 
the perſons in whom his Majeſty then con- 
fided, had introduced a total change in the 


® This ſpeech, the anſwer of the Duke of Grafton, and Lord 
Chatham's reply, are printed from the notes of the ſume Gentle- 
man who communicated the three preceding ſpeeches, made on 
the firſt day of the ſeſſion. They have none of them been printed 
before, It was neceſſary to inſert Lord Rockingham's and the 
Duke of Grafton's ſpeeches, becauſe they are introductory to 
Lord Chatham's, 


old 
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old ſyſtem of Engliſh Government - that 
they had adopted a maxim which muſt 
prove fatal to the liberties of this country, 
viz, © That the Royal Prerogative alone, 
was ſufficient to ſupport Government, to 
whatever hands the adminiſtration ſhould 
be committed;” and he could trace the ope- 


ration of this principle through every act of 


Government ſince the acceſſion; in which 


thoſe perſons could be ſuppoſed to have any 
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influence. Their firſt exertion of the pre- 


rogative was to make a peace contrary to 


the wiſhes of the nation, and on terms 
totally diſproportioned to the ſucceſſes of 
the war; but as they felt themſelves une- 
qual to the conduct of a war, they thought 
a peace, on any conditions, neceſſary for 
their own ſecurity and permanence in Ad- 
miniſtration. He then took notice of thoſe 
odious tyrannical acts of power, by which 


an approbation of the peace had been ob- 
tained. And he mentioned the general 


ſweep through every branch and depart- 
ment of Adminiſtration; the removes not 
merely confined to the higher employments, 
but carried down, with the minuteſt cruelty 
to the loweſt offices of the ſtate; and num- 
berleſs innocent families, which had ſub- 

liſted 
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ſiſted on ſalaries from fifty to two hundred 
pounds a year, turned out to miſery and 
ruin, with as little regard to the rules of 
Juſtice, as to the common feelings of com. 
paſſion. That their ideas of taxation were 
marked by the ſame principle. The argu— 
ment urged for taxing the cyder counties, 
viz. The equity of placing them on the 
ſame ſooting with others, where malt li- 
quors were chiefly uſed,“ was too obvious 
to eſcape the attention of former miniſters; 
but former miniſters paid more regard to 
the liberties of the people, than to the im- 
provement of the revenue. That the ob- 
ject of the cyder act, or the effect of it, 
at leaſt, was not ſo much to increaſe the 
revenue, as to extend the laws of exciſe; 
and open the doors of private men to the 
officers of the Crown. 


Without entering into the right of tax- 
ing America, it was evident, that ſince the 
revenue expected to ariſe from that meaſure 


was allowed to be very inconſiderable, the 


real purpoſe of government muſt have been 
to increaſe the number of their officers in 
that country, and conſequently the ſtrength 
of the prerogative, 


He 
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He then took notice of the indecent 
manner with which the debt upon the 
King's Civil Liſt had been laid before, and 
provided for, by Parliament. No account 
offered—No enquity permitted to be made 
Not even the decent ſatis faction given to 
Parliament of an aſſurance that in future 
ſuch extraordinary expences ſhould be 
avoided, On the contrary, the King's 
ſpeech on that occaſion had been ſo cauti- 
ouſly worded, that, far from engaging to 
avoid ſuch exceedings for the future, it inti- 
mated plainly that the expences of the 
King's civil government could not be con- 
lined within the revenue granted by Parlia- 
ment—That as the nation was heavily bur- 


thened by the expence, they were no leſs 


grolsly inſulted by the manner in which 
that burthen was laid upon them; That, 
in certain grants lately made by the crown; 
the miniſtry had adhered to their principle 
ot carrying the prerogative to its utmoſt 


extent. No right of property—no continu- 


ance of poſſeſſion had been conſidered. 
But; if theſe had been weaker than they 


were, he thought-ſome reſpe& was due to 


the memory of the great Prince by whom 
thele grants had been made; and, in com- 
Vol. II: K mon 
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mon juſtice to the noble Duke *, whoſe 
property had been invaded, the miniſtry 
ſhould, at leaſt, have avoided that hurry and 


precipitation, which had hardly left his 


Grace time to defend his rights; and by 
which the miniſtry themſelves ſeemed to 
confeſs their meaſures would not bear a 


more deliberate mode of proceeding, But 


the purpoſes of an election were to be 
ſerved; and the perſon, benefited by this 
meaſure, was ſuppoſed to be a better friend 
to adminiſtration thanthe noble Duke, whoſe 
property had been arbitrarily transferred to 


another. And when, upon occaſion of this 


extraordinary meaſure, and to quiet the 
minds of the people, a bill had been brought 
into parliament for ſecuring the property 
of the ſubje&, it had been rejected the firſt 
year, and violently reſiſted the ſecond ; but 
the juſtice and neceſſity of it had prevailed 
over the influence, and favourite maxims of 
the adminiſtration. That the affairs of the 
external part of the empire had been ma- 
naged with the ſame want of wiſdom, and 
had been brought into nearly the ſame con- 
dition with thoſe at home. In Ireland, he 


* Duke of Portland. 
| ſaw 
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ſaw the parliament prorogued, (which pro- 
bably led to a diſſolution) and the affairs of 
that kingdom left unprovided for, and in 
the greateſt confuſion. That in America, 
meaſures of violence had been adopted, and 


it had been the uniform language and doc- 


trine of the miniſtry to force that country 


to ſubmit. That, in his own opinion, vio- 


lence would not do there, and he hoped it 
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would not do here. But even if a plan of 


force were adviſeable, why had it not been 
adhered to? Why did they not adopt and 
abide by ſome one ſyſtem of conduct 
That the King's ſpeeches, and the language 
of the miniſtry at home had denounced 
nothing but war and vengeance againſt a 
rebellious people, whilſt his Majeſty's go- 


vernors abroad, were inſtrutted to convey 


to them the gentleſt promiſes of relief and 
ſatisfaction. His Lordſhip here referred to 
Lord Bottetort's ſpeech to the aſſembly of 


Virginia; in May 1769, out of which he 


tecited a paſſage in point. The paſſage was 
this—“ I think my/elf peculiarly fortunate 
to be able to infor m you, that by a letter, dated 
May the 13th, I have been aſſured by the Earl 


of Hillſborough, that his Majeſty's preſent 


adminiſtration have at no time entertained a 
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deſign to propoſe to parliament to lay aiiy 


— further taxes upon America for th? purpaje 


1770» 


of raifing a revenue, and that it 1s their in. 


tention to propoſe, in the next ſeſſion of par- 
lament, to take off the duties upon glaſs, 


paper, and colours, upon conjideration of ſuch 


dulies having been laid contrary to the true 


principles of commerce. See Appendix W. 


* With reſpect to foreign affairs, he 
thought it highly neceſſary to enquire, why 
France had been permitted to make ſo con- 
ſiderable an acquiſition as the ifland of 
Corſica? That no man could deny, that 
this iſland would prove a great addition to 
the ſtrength of France, with reſpect to her 


marine; both from its harbours, and the 


timber 1t produced, He thought this at- 
tempt of France was not only unjuſt in 


itſelf, but directly contrary to certain ſtipu- 


lations in the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, 
confirmed by that of 1763, by which it was 
determined and ſettled, „That the repub- 
lic of Genoa ſhould be entirely re-eſtabliſhed 
and maintained in all its former ſtates and 
poſſeſſions ; and that, for the advantage and 
maintenance of the peace in general, for the 
tranquillity of Italy in particular, all things 

a ſhould 
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ſhould remain there in the condition they 
were in before the war.“ 


His Lordſhip added, That he had not 


dwelt ſo ſtrongly as he might have done, 
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upon that great invaſion of the conſtitution, 


which had now thrown this whole country 
into a flame: the people were ſufficiently 
alarmed for their rights, and he did not 


doubt but that matters would be duly en- 


quired into. But he conſidered it only as 


the point to which all the other meaſures 


of the adminiſtration had tended. That 
when the conſtitution was violated, we 
ſhould not content ourſelves with repairing 
the ſingle breach, but look back into the 
cauſes, and trace the principles which had 
produced it, in order, not merely to reſtore 
the conſtitution to preſent health, but, if 
polſible, make it invulnerable hereafter, 


* Upon the whole, he recommended it 
ſtrongly to their Lordſhips, to fix an early 
day for taking into their conſideration the 
{tate of this country in all its relations and 
dependencies, foreign, provincial, and do- 
meſtic; for we had been injured in them all. 
That conſideration would, he hoped, lead 
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i their Lordſhips to adviſe the crown not only 


>> how to correct paſt errors, but how to 


eſtabliſh a ſyſtem of government more wiſe, 

more permanent, better ſuited to the genius 
of the people, and, at leaſt, conſiſtent with 
the ſpirit of the conſtitution.” 


Nene, The Duke of Grafton, who ſpoke next, 


Grafton's 
Anſwer. 


M.s. did not oppoſe the motion; on the contrary, 
he engaged to ſecond it, and to meet the 
noble Lord upon the great queſtion when, 
ever the Houſe ſhould think proper. For 
the preſent, he meant only to exculpate 
himſelf, from ſome ſevere reflections, which 
he thought were directed particularly and 
perſonally againſt himſelf. That he was 

ready to juſtify the meaſures alluded to by 
the noble Lord, about every other part of 
his conduct; and he did not doubt of being 
able to do ſo to the ſatisfaction of the 
' Houſe. That the reſumption made by the 
Commiſſioners of the Treaſury, of a ſup- 
poſed grant of the crown land, had been 
moſt unfairly repreſented. He wiſhed the 
noble Lord, inſtead of the word property, 
had only uled p ,,. and then he would 
have truly deſcribed the fact, and the ob- 
ject. That upon the application made to 
| ow 2 the 
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the board, by the perſon who had diſcover- 
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ed the defect in the noble Duke's title. 


he could not conſiſtently with his duty, as 
an officer of the crown, have rejected the 
claim made by that perſon. That if the 
noble Duke, inſtead of being an opponent, 
had been the warmeſt friend of an adminiſ- 
tration, the Treaſury Board could not have 
acted otherwiſe than they did, without a 
flagrant violation of juſtice; and as for 
that hurry and precipitation of which they 
were accuſed, he took upon him to contra- 
dict the noble Lord in the moſt poſitive man- 
ner, and offered to prove at the bar of that 
Houſe, that they had proceeded, not only 
with temper and deliberation, but with the 


utmoſt attention to the intereſts of the noble 
Duke, and every pollible mark of reſpett to 


his perſon; and had protracted their deci- 
lion to the very laſt moment, allowed by the 
rules of the Board. With reſpect to the 
debt upon the Civil Liſt, he neither had, 
nor could have, any perſonal motives for 
wiſhing to conceal from Parliament the par- 
ticulars of the extraordinary expences, by 
which that · debt had been incurred. That 
the perſons to whoſe offices it belonged, 
had been conſtantly employed in drawing up 
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a ſtate of that account, and that they had 
received every poſſible light and information 
from the officers of the Crown, in order to 
ſhorten and facilitate the buſineſs: but it 
was a work of infinite labour and extent; 
and, notwithſtanding the utmoſt diligence 
in the ſeveral public offices, could not yet 
be completed. 


That in regard to foreign affairs, he be- 
lieved the conduct of the King's Miniſters 
would bear the ſtricteſt examination, and 


would be found irreproachable. That, for 


his own part, he had never thought, nor 
had he ever affirmed, that the conditions 
of the late peace were ſuch as the people 
had a right to expect. He had maintained 
that opinion in former times, and no change 
of ſituation ſhould ever induce him to re- 
linquiſh it. But that the peace being once 
made, and thole advantages, which we 
might have expected from a continuance of 
the war being now 1rrecoyerable, he would 
never adviſe the King to engage in another 
war, as long as the dignity of the Crown 
and the real intereſts of the nation could 


be preſerved without it, That what we had 
ſuffered already by foreign conreQtions, 


pught to warn us againſt engaging lightly 
| in 
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in quarrels, in which we had no immediate CHA F. 


XXX $51 
concern, and to which we might probably . } 
ſacrifice our own moſt eſſential intereſts.” 1 

1 

Earl of Chatham. * « My Lords, I meant Ld. Chat- li. 
to have riſen immediately to ſecond the Py. is 
motion made by the noble Lord. The 9 
charge which the noble Duke ſeemed to vi 


think affected himſelf particularly, did un- . 
doubtedly demand an early anſwer; it was 
proper he ſhould ſpeak before me, and 1 
am as ready as any man to applaud the 
decency and propriety with which he has 
expreſſed himſelf, | 
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* I entirely agree with the noble Lord, 
both in the neceſſity of your Lordſhips 
concurring with the motion, and in the 
principles and arguments by which he has 
very judiciouſly ſupported it. I ſee clearly, 
that the complexion of our Government has 
been materially altered; and I can trace 
the origin of the alteration up to a period, 
which ought to have been an æra of hap- 
pineſs and proſperity to this country. 
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* My Lords, I ſhall give you my reaſons 
for concurring with the motion, not me- 
thodically, 
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thodically, but as they occur to my mind, 
I may wander, perhaps, from the exact par. 
liamentary debate ; but I hope I ſhall ſay 
nothing but what may deſerve your atten- 
tion, and what, if not ſtrictly proper at pre. 
ſent, would be fit to be ſaid, when the ſtate 
of the nation ſhall come to be conſidered, 
My uncertain ſtate of health muſt plead my 
excuſe, I am now in ſome pain, and very 
probably may not be able to attend my duty 
when I deſire it moſt, in this Houſe. 1 
thank God, my Lords, for having thus long 
preſerved, ſo inconſiderable a being as! 
am, to take a part upon this great occaſion, 
and to contribute my endeavours, ſuch as 
they are, to reſtore, to ſave, to confirm the 
Conſtitution, | | 


5 My Lords, I need not look abroad for 
grievances, The grand capital miſchief is 
fixed at home. It corrupts the very foun- 
dation of our political exiſtence, and preys 


upon the vitals of the State. The Conſti- 


tution has been groſsly violated THE Cox. 
STITUTION AT THIS MOMENT STAND! 
VIOLATED. Until that wound be healed, 
until the grievance be redreſſed, it is in vain 
to recommend union to Parliament; in vai 
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we mean ſeriouſly to unite the nation within 
itſelf, we muſt convince them that their 
complaints are regarded, that their inquiries 
ſhall be redreſſed. On that foundation I 
would take the lead in recommending peace 
and harmony to the people. On any other, 
I would never wiſh to ſee them united again. 
If the breach in the Conſtitution be effectu- 
ally repaired, the people will of themſelves 
return to à {tate of tranquillity—If not 
MAY DISCORD- PREVAIL FOR EVER. I 
know to what point this doctrine and this 
language will appear directed. But I feel 
5e principles of an Engliſhman, and I utter 
10 them without apprehenſion or reſerve. The 
crifis is indeed alarming: ſo much the more 
does it require a prudent relaxation on the 
or part of Government. If the King's ſervants 
vill not permit a conſtitutional queſtion to 
.be decided on, according to the forms, and 
and on the principles of the Conſtitution, it 
th muſt then be decided in ſome other man- 
ner; and rather than it ſhould be given up, 
Di WF rather than the nation ſhould ſurrender 
h their birth- right to a deſpotic Miniſter, I 
an i hope, my Lords, old as I am, I fhatl fee the 
aun Wy quejlion brought to iſſue, and fairly tried 


between 
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cnet: between the people and the government. My 
— Lord, this is not the language of faction; 


1770. 


let it be tried by that criterion, by Which 
alone we can diſtinguiſh what is factious, 
from what is not—by the principles of the 
Engliſh Conſtitution, I have been bred up 
in theſe principles ; and know, that when 
the liberty of the ſubjett is invaded, and all 
redreſs denied him, reſiſtance is juſtified. 
If I had a doubt upon the matter, I ſhould 
follow the example ſet us by the moſt reve- 
rend bench, with whom I believe it is a 
maxim, when any doubt in point of faith 
ariſes, or any queſtion of controverſy is 
ſtarted, to appeal at once to the greateſt 
ſource and evidence of our religion I mean 
the Holy Bible: the Conſtitution has its 
Political Bible, by which, if it be fairly con- 
ſulted, every political queſtion may, and 
ought to be determined. Magna Charta, 
the Petition of Rights and the Bill of Rights, 
form that code which, I call the Buble of 
the Engliſh Conſtitution, Had ſome of his 
Majeſty's unhappy predeceſſors truſted lels 
to the comments of their Mmitſters, had 
they been better read in the text itſelf, the 
glorious Revolution would have remained 


| only poſlible 1 in theory, and would not now 


have 


OF THE EARL OF CHATHAM. 


have exiſted upon record a formidable ex- 
ample to their ſucceſſors, 


My Lords, I cannot agreewith the noble 
Duke, that nothing leſs than an immediate 
attack upon the honour or intereſt of this 
nation, can authoriſe us to interpoſe in de- 
ſence of weaker ſtates, and in ſtopping the 
enterprizes of an ambitious neighbour. 
Whenever that narrow, ſelfiſn policy, has 
prevailed in our councils, we have con- 
ſtantly experienced the fatal effects of it. 
By ſuffering our natural enemies to opprels 
the powers, lels able than we are to make 


a reſiſtance, we have permitted them to en- 


cieale their ſtrength, we have loſt the moſt 
favourable opportunities of oppoling them 
with ſucceſs; and found ourſelves at laſt 
obliged to run every hazard, in making that 
cauſe our own, in which we were not wiſe 
enough to take part, while the expence and 
danger might have been ſupported by 
others. With reſpect to Corſica I ſhall only 
ſay, that France has obtained a more uſe- 
ful and important acquiſition in one Pacific 
Campaign, than in any of her Belligerent 
Campaigns; at leaſt while I had the honour 
of adminiſtering the war againſt her, The 
Bib word 
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Ln. word may, perhaps, be thought ſingular: 

> I mean only while I was the Miniſter, chiefly 

entruſted with the conduct of the war. ] 

remember, my Lords, the time when Lor. 

rain was united to the Crown of France, 

that too was, in ſome meaſure, a pacific con. 

queſt; and there were people who talked of 

it, as the noble Duke now ſpeaks of Corlica, 

France was permitted to take and keep po. 

ſeiſion of a noble province; and, according 

to his Grace's ideas, we did right in not 

oppoling it. The effect of theſe acquiſ- 

tions, is, I confels, not immediate ; but they 

unite with the main body by degrees, and, 

in time, make a part of the national ſtrength, 

I fear, my Lords, it is too much the temper 

of this country to be inſenſible of the ap- 

proach of danger, until it comes with accu- 
mulated terror upon us. 


My Lords, the condition of his Majeſty* 
affairs in Ireland, and the ſtate of that 
kingdom within itfelf, will undoubtedly 
make a very material part of your Lord 
ſhip's enquiry. I am not fufficiently in. 
formed to enter into the ſubject ſo fully a 
I could wiſh; but by what appears to tht 

public, and from my own obſervation, 
confels 
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confefs I cannot give the miniſtry much cre- f. 


dit for the ſpirit or prudence of their con- 
duct. I ſee, that even where their meaſures 
are well choſen, they are incapable of car- 
rying them through without ſome unhappy 
mixture of weakneſs or imprudence.—— 
They are incapable of doing entirely right. 
My Lords, I do, from my conſcience, and 
from the beſt weighed principles of my un- 
derſtanding, applaud the augmentation of 
the army. As a military plan, I believe it 
has been judiciouſly arranged. In a poli- 
tical view, I am convinced it was for the 
welfare, for the ſafety of the whole empire. 
But, my Lords, with all theſe advantages, 
with all theſe recommendations, if I had 
the honour of adviſing his Majeſty, I would 
never have conſented to his accepting the 
augmentation, with that abſurd diſhonour- 
able condition, which the miniſtry have ſub- 
mitted to annex to it. My Lords, I revere 
the juſt prerogative of the crown, and would 
contend for it as warmly as ſor the rights 
of the people. They are linked together, 
and naturally ſupport each other. I would 
not touch a feather of the prerogative. 
The expreſſion, perhaps, is too light; but 
ſince I have made uſe of it, let me add, 
= that 


XXXVI. 
— 
1770 


/ 


— 20 22 
- = 


„ 


— A " as ” K — — —_— * A 
3 * "WE "WE 8 bc. 2 — * 2 . 
- = * 
— 


388 
3 — —— — 


P A 2 
: n 4 i 


© $. -x 8 = ——— 
4a tow 4,404 +> — — - 


* ** 2 CO ow 
Fan. — 7 
_— — 3 


9 ys ge 


4 << " g 
-— = 


144 


CHAP; 
XXXVi. 


ad 


2770s 


ANECDOTES AND SPEECHES 
that the intire command and power of di. 
recting the local diſpohiton of the army is 
the royal prerogative, as the maſter- feather 
in the eagle's wing; and if I were permitted 
to carry the allution a little farther, I would 
ſay, they have diſarmed the imperial bird, 
the Miniſtrum Fulminis Alitem.“ The 
army is the thunder of the crown. — The 


miniſtry have tied up the hand which ſhould 
direct the bolt. 


"9 My Lords, I remember that Minorca 
was loſt for want of four battalions. They 
could not be ſpared from hence; and there 
was a delicacy about taking them from Ire- 
land. I was one of thoſe, who promoted an 
enquiry into that matter in the other houſe: 
and I was convinced we had not regular 
troops ſufficient for the neceſfary ſervice of 
the nation. Since the moment the plan of 
augmentation was firſt talked of, I have con- 
ſtantly and warmly ſupported it among my 


friends; I have recommended it to ſeveral 


members of the Iriſh Houſe of Commons, 
and exhorted them to ſupport it with their 
utmoſt intereſt in parliament. I did not 
foreſee, nor could I conceive it poſſible, the 
miniſtry would accept of it, with a condition 

| that 
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that makes the plan itſelf ineffectual, and, as 
far as it operates, defeats every uſeful pur- 
poſe of maintaining a ſtanding military force. 
His Majeſty is now ſo confined, by his pro- 
miſe, that he muſt leave twelve thouſand men 
locked up in Ireland, let the ſituation of his 
affairs abroad, or the approach of danger to 
this country, be ever ſo alarming, unleſs 
there be an actual rebellion, or invaſion, in 
Great Britain. Even in the two caſes ex- 
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cepted by the king's promiſe, the miſchief 


2 WW muſt have already begun to operate, muſt 
have already taken effect, before his Majes- 
e ty can be authoriſed to ſend for the aſſiſt- 


*- WH ance of his Iriſh army. He has not leſt 
m himſelf the power of taking any preventa- 
ure meaſures, let his intelligence be ever ſo 
ar WT certain, let his apprehenſions of invaſion or 


ol Wl rebellion be ever ſo well-founded : unleſs the 
of WW traitor be actually in arms; unleſs the enemy 
n- WT be in the heart of your country, he cannot 
1y move a ſingle man from Ireland“. | 

The following is an extract of the Lord Lieutenant's meſſage 
to the Houſe of Commons of Ireland upon this occaſion: 


0 Townsurnd. Gentlemen, I am commanded, by his 
Of « Majeſty, to acquaint you, that his Majeſty, upon the moſt ma- 


he ture conſideration of the ſtate and circuniſtances of this kingdom 


& judges it abſolutely neceſſary, that a number of troops, not leſa 
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I feel myſelf compelled, my Lords, to 
return to that ſubject which occupies and in- 
tereſts me moſt; I mean the internal diſorder 
of the conſtitution, and the remedy it de. 
mands. But firſt, I would obſerve, there is 
one point upon which I think the noble 
Duke has not explained himſelf. I do not 
mean to catch at words, but, if poſſible, to 
poſſeſs the ſenſe of what I hear. I would 


treat every man with candour, and ſhould 


expect the ſame candour in return. For the 
noble Duke, in particular, I have every per- 


than twelve thouſand men, commiſſioned and non-commiſſioned 
« officers included, ſhould he kept therein, for the better defence of 
& the ſame; and that his Majeſty, finding that, conſiſtent with the 
ec general public ſervice, the number before-mentioned cannot be 
©« conſtantly continued in Ireland, unleſs his army upon the Iriſh 
« eſtabliſhment be augmented to 15,235 men in the whole, com- 
« miſſioned and non-commiſſioned officers included: His Majeſty 
te earneitly recommends it to his faithful Commons to concur in a 
« meaſure, which his Majeſty has extremely at heart, as nc eſſary 
« not only for the honour and dignity of his crown, but the peace 
« and ſecurity of this kingdom. And I have his Majefty's ſpecial 
cc command to aſſure you expreisly, in his Majeſty's name, that it 
« js his determined reſolution, that upon ſuch augmentation, a num- 
4c her of effective troops, not lefs than 12,000 men, commiſſioned 
& and non-commiſſioned officers included, ſhall, at all times, except 
te in caſes of invaſion or rebellion in Great Britain, be kept within 


4 this kingdom, for the better defence thereof.” Lord Char- 
_ HaMm's reaſoning on the preſent meſſage, is certainly right, for it 


Engliſh miniſtry were to determine upon the neceſſity of ſending 
for troops from Ireland, according to their own apprehenſions or 
intelligence, the condition, with reſpect to Ireland, would be 


nugatory. 
Hd ſonal 
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ſonal reſpect and regard. I never deſire to c 


underſtand him, but as he wiſhes to be un- 
derſtood. His Grace, I think, has laid much 
ſtreſs upon the diligence of the ſeveral pub- 
lic offices, and the aſſiſtance given them by 


the Adminiſtration, in preparing a ſtate of 
the expences of his Majeſty's civil govern- 


ment, for the information of Parliament, and 
for the ſatis faction of the public. He has 


given us a number of plauſible reaſons for 


their not having yet been able to finiſh the 


account; but, as far as I am able to recollect, 


he has not yet given us the ſmalleſt reaſon _ 


to hope, that it ever will be finiſhed ; or that 
it ever will be laid before Parliament. 


My Lords, I am not unpractiſed in buſi- 


neſs, and if, with all that apparent diligence, 
and all that aſſiſtance, which the noble Duke 
{peaks of, the accounts in queſtion have not 


yet been made up, I am convinced there 


muſt be a defect in ſome of the public offices, 
which ought to be ſtrictly enquired into, and 
ſeverely puniſhed; But, my Lords, the waſte 
of the public money is not of itſelf ſo impor- 
tant as the pernicious purpoſe to which we 
have reaſon to ſuſpett that money has been 
applied. For ſome years paſt, there has 

L 2 been 
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been an influx of wealth into this country, 
which has been attended with many fatal con- 
ſequences, becauſe it has not been the regu. 
lar, natural produce of labour and induſtry, 
The riches of Aſia have been poured m up- 
on us, and have brought with them not only 
Aſiatic luxury, but, I fear, Aſiatic principles 
of government. Without connections, with- 
out any natural intereſt in the ſoil, the im- 
porters of forcign gold have forced their 
way into Parliament, by ſuch a torrent of 
private corruption, as no private hereditary 
fortune could reſiſt. My Lords, not ſaying 
but what 1s within the knowledge of us all, 
the corruption of the people is the great ori- 
ginal cauſe of the diſcontents of the people 
themſelves, of the enterpriſe of the Crown, 
and the notorious decay of the internal vi- 
gour of the Conſtitution. For this great 
evil ſome immediate remedy muſt be provi- 
ded; and I confeſs, my Lords, I did hope, 
that his Majeſty's ſervants would not have 
fuffered ſo many years of peace to relapſe, 
without paying {ome attention to an object, 
which ought to engage and intereſt us all. 
I flattered myfelf I ſhould ſee ſome barriers 
thrown up in defence of the Conſtitution, 
ſome impediment formed to flop the rapid 

| -progrels 
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progreſs of corruption. I doubt not we all 
agree that ſomething muſt be done. I ſhall 
offer my thoughts, ſuch as they are, to the 
conſideration of the Houſe; and I wiſh that 
every noble Lord who hears me, would be 
as ready as I am to contribute his opinion to 
this important ſervice. I will not call my 


own ſentiments crude and indigeſted; it 


would be unfit for me tooffer any thing to 
your Lordſhips, which I had not well conſi- 
dered ; and this ſubject, I own, has not long 
occupied my thoughts, I will now give them 
to your Lordſhips without reſerve. 


* Whoever underſtands the theory of the 
Engliſh Conſtitution, and will compare it 
with the fact, muſt ſee at once how widely 
they differ. We mult reconcile them to each 
other, if we wiſh to ſave the liberties of this 
country; we mult reduce our political prac- 
tice, as nearly as poſſible, to our principles, 
The Conſtitution intended that there ſhould 
be a permanent relation between the conſti- 
tuent and repreſentative body of the people. 
Will any man affirm, that, as the Houſe of 
Commons is now formed, that relation 1s 1n 
any degree preſerved? My Lords, it is not 
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preſerved, it is deſtroyed. Let us be cautious 


L 3 however, 
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however, how we have recourſe to violent 
expedients, | | 


© The borou ghs of this country have pro- 
perly enough been called the rotten parts of 


the Conſtitution. I have lived in Cornwall, 


and without entering into any invidious 
particularity, have ſeen enough to juſtify the 
appellation. But in my judgement, my 
Lords, theſe boroughs, corrupt as they are, 
muſt be conſidered as the natural infirmity 
of the Conſtitution. Like the infirmities of 
the body, we muſ} bear them with patience, 
and ſubmit to carry them about with us. The 
limb is mortified, but the amputation might 


be death. 


Let us try, my Lords, whether ſome gen- 


tler remedies may not be diſcovered. Since 


we cannot cure the diſorder, let us endea- 
vour to infuſe ſuch a portion of new health 
into the Conſtitution, as may enable it to 
ſupport its moſt mveterate diſeaſes. 


The repreſentation of the counties is, I 
think, {till preſerved pure and uncorrupted. 
That of the greateſt cities is upon a footing 
equally reſpectable; and there are many of 
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the larger trading towns, which ſtill preſerve XX NI. 
their independence. The infuſion of health . 
which I now allude to, would be t5 permit 
every county to elect one member more, in 
addition to their preſent repreſentation. 'The 
knights of the ſhires approach neareſtto the 
Conſtitutional repreſentation of the country, 
becauſe they repreſent the ſoil. It is not in 
the little dependent boroughs, 1t 1s the great 
cities and counties that the ſtrength and vi- 
gour of the Conſtitution reſides, and by them 
alone, if an unhappy queſtion ſhould ever 
riſe, will the Conſtitution be honeſtly and 
firmly defended. It would increaſe that 
ſtrength, becauſe I think it is the only ſecu- 
rity we have againſt the profligacy of the 
times, the corruption of the people, and the 
ambition of the crown, | 
] think I have weighed every poſſible ob- 
jection that can be raiſed againſt a plan of 
this nature; and I confeſs I ſee but one, 
which, to me, carries any appearances of ſo» 
lidity. It may be ſaid, perhaps, that when 
the act paſſed for uniting the two kingdoms, 
the number of perſons who were to reprelent 
the whole nation in Parliament was propor- 
tioned and fixed on tor ever—That this : 
L 4 limitation 
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%2A?. limitation is a fundamental article, and can. 
Le Not be altered without hazarding a diſſolu- 
tion of the Union. 


My Lords, no man who hears me can 
have a greater reverence for that wiſe and 
important act, than I have. I revere the 
memory of that great Prince who firſt form- 


e 
ed the plan, and of thoſe illuſtrious patriots Hr 
who carried it into execution. As a con- 0 
tract, every article of it ſhould be inviolable; ſi 
as the common baſis of the ſtrength and n 
happineſs of two nations, every article of it v 
ſhould be ſacred. I hope I cannot be ſul. t 
petted of conceiving a thought ſo deteſtable, c 
as to propoſe an advantage to one of the } 

contracting parties at the expence of the a 


other. No, my Lords, I mean that the be- t 
; nefit ſhould be univerſal, and the conſent to 
- receive it unanimous. Nothing leſs than a 
moſt urgent and important occaſion ſhould 

perſuade me to vary even from the letter of 

the act; but there is no occaſion, however 

urgent, however important, that ſhould ever 

induce me to depart from the ſpirit of it, 

Let that ſpirit be religiouſly preſerved. Let 

us follow the principle upon which the re- 

preſentation of the two countries was pra- 

portzoned 
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creaſe the number of repreſentatives for the 
Engliſh counties, let the ſhires of Scotland 
be allowed an equal privilege, On theſe 
terms, and while the proportion limited by 
the Union is preſerved by the two nations, I 
apprehend that no man who 1s a friend to 
either, will object to an alteration, ſo neceſſa. 
ry for the ſecurity of both, I do not ſpeak 
of the authority of the Legiſlature to carry 
ſuch a meaſuie into effect, becauſe I imagine 
no man will diſpute it. But I would not 
wiſh the Legiſlature to interpoſe by an exer- 
tion of its power alone, without the chearful 
concurrence of all parties. My « bjett is the 
happineſs and ſecurity of the two nations, 
and I would not wiſh to obtain it without 
their mutual conſent, 


* My Lords, beſides my warm approba- 
tion of the motion made by the noble Lord, 
I have a natural and perſonal pleaſure in 
niling up to ſecond it. I conſider my ſe- 
conding his Lordſhip's motion, and I 
would wiſh it to be conſidered by others, 
as a public demonſtration of that cordial 
union, which I am happy to affirm, ſubſiſts 
between us—of my attachment to thoſe 

| principles 
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principles which he has ſo well defended, 
and of my reſpect for his perſon. There 
has been a time, my Lords, when thoſe 
who wiſhed well to neither of us, who 
wiſhed to ſee us ſeparated for ever, found 
a ſufficient gratification for their malignity 
againſt us both. But that time is happily 
at an end, The friends of this country 
will, I doubt not, hear with pleaſure, that 
the noble Lord and his friends are now 
united with me and mine, upon a principle 
which, I truſt, will make our union indiſſo- 
juble. It is not to poſſeſs, or divide, the 
emoluments of government; but, if poſſible, 
to ſave the ſtate. Upon this ground we 
met—upon this ground we ſtand, firm and 
inſeparable. No miniſterial artifices, no 
private offers, no ſecret ſeduction, can divide 
us. United as we are, we can ſet the pro- 


foundeſt policy of the preſent miniſtry, 


their grand, their only arcanum of govern- 
ment, their divide et impera, at defiance, 


hope an early day will be agreed to 
tor conſidering the ſtate of the nation, 
My infirmities muſt fall heavily upon me 
indeed, if I do not attend my duty that day. 
When I conſider my age, and unhappy ſtate 


of 
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of health, I feel how little I am perſonally vt. 


XXXVI, 
intereſted in the event of any political e- 4 
queſtion: But! look forward to others, and | mn 
am determined, as far as my poor ability 'q 
extends, to convey to thoſe who come after 1 
me, the bleſſings which I cannot long hope 9 
to enjoy myſelf. 5 
The Houſe agreed to fixing the twenty. Fl 
fourth day of January, for taking into con- 9 
ſideration the ſtate of the nation. But at "A 
chat time there being no Lord Chancellor, 4 
e che motion was adjourned to the ſecond of f 
„ rebruary.—On the twenty- ninth of Janu- 1 
e Nary, four days previous to the next debate, Wt 
d che Duke of Grafton reſigned. The want 4 
o Hof a Lord Chancellor determined his Grace 8 
e Jo quit his ſituation. Even this reſigna- 4 
> {Witon, added to the many.others which had * 
7, preceded it, had no effect upon the Court. "2 
1- {WI he reſolution of the private, or confiden- 70 
tial cabinet, was ſtill to perſevere to rely gl 
upon the power of the Crown—and if that Al 
to {Was not ſufficient, to depend upon the army. bl 
n. {Wine Duke of Grafton's place was given to ih 
ne Lord North: he was now Firſt Lord of the 7 
y. Nreaſury, Chancellor of the Exchequer, and 1 
te {Winiſter of the Houſe of Commons, The 


ol Great 
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Great Seal was put into commiſſion, having 
been. refuſed by Lord Mansfield and Sir 
John Earaly Wilmot. The latter refuſed 
on account of his age. The former, be. 
cauſe his poſt of Chief Juſtice of the Court 
of King's Bench afforded a more permanent 
emolument. X 


CHAP. XXXVIL 


Lord Chatham's Speech on the deciſion of tht 
Houſe..of Commons on the Middleſex Eleft:on— 
His Speech on Secret Influence—On the Cmil 

Liſt, and diſmiſſion of Lord Camden Fatt con. 
cerning Queen Anne's Civil Liſi Mr. Grenville' 
Election Bill. 


O the ſecond day of February, 1770 
the Houſe of Lords being in com- 


mittee on the ſtate of the nation, Lord 


Rockingham moved, That the Houſe of 
Commons, in the exerciſe of its judicature 
in matters of election, is bound to judge 
according to the law of the land, and the 
known and eſtabliſhed law and cuſtom oſ 


_ parliament, which is part thereof. 


The 
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tion; and Lord Chatham replied to Lord 
Sandwich. 


Lord Chatham began with obſerving, that 
the noble Lord had been very adroit in 
referring to the Journals, and in collecting 
every circumſtance that might aſſiſt his ar- 
gument. Though my long and almoſt 
continued infirmities, ſaid he, have denied 
me the hour of eaſe to obtain theſe benefits, 
yet, without the aſſiſtance of the journals, 
or other collaterals, I can reply to both 


the precedents which his Lordſhip has 
produced. 


* I will readily allow the facts to be as 
the noble Earl has ſtated them, viz. That 
Lionel, Earl of Middleſex, as well as Lord 
Bacon, were both, for certain crimesand miſ- 
demeanors, expelled this houſe, and incapa- 
citated from ever ſitting here; without oc- 
caſioning any interference from the other 
branches of the Legiſlature. 


Neither of cheſe caſes bear any analogy 
to the preſent caſe. They affected only 
tnemſelyes, The rights of no conſtituent 


body 
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Sxxv1i, body were affected by them; It is not th4 
> perjon of Mr. Wilkes that is complained of, 
as an individual, he is perionally. out of the 
diſpute, The cauſe of complaint the great 
cauſe, is, that the inherent rights and fran. 
chiles of the people are, in this caſe, invaded 
trampled upon, and annihilated. Lord 
Bacon and Lord Middlejex repreſented ng 
county, or city. The rights of no free. 
holder, the franchiſes of no elector, were 
deſtroyed by their expulſion. The caſe; 
are as widely different as north from ſouth, 
But I will allow the noble Earl a ſucceda, 
neum to his argument, which, probably, he 
has not as yet thought of. I will ſuppoſe 
he urges, © That whatever authority glvesa 
ſeat to a Peer, it is, at leaſt equally as re.. 
ſpectable as to a Commoner, and that, botl i 7 
in expulſion and incapacitation, the injury iſ !! 

is directly the ſame :*—Granted; and I will *: 
further allow, that if. Mr. Wilkes had note 
been re- elected by the people, the firſt e- n 
pulſion, I believe, would be efficient. There ſu 
fore, my Lords, this compariſon ceaſcs; for, M9! 
except theſe noble Lords mentioned, hade 
received a freſh title, either by birth or WW" 
patent, they could not poſſibly have a 
claim after the firſt expulſion, The * pe 

Lor 
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Lord aſks, How came this doctrine to 
be broached ?? And adds, © Who ſhould 
be more tenacious of their liberties and 
privileges than the members themſelves ?” 
In reſpect to the latter part of this queſtion, 
I agree none ſhould be ſo proper as them- 
ſelves to protect their own rights and pri- 
vileges; and I ſincerely lament that they 
have, by their recent conduct, ſo far for- 
got what thole privileges are, that they have 


added -to the long liſt of venality from 


Eſau to the preſent day. In regard to the 
firſt part, How came this doctrine to be 
broached?” I mult tell the noble Lord it is 
as old as the Conſtitution itſelf; the liber- 
ties of the people, in the original diſtribu- 
tion of government, being the firſt thing 
provided for; and in the caſe of Mr. Wilkes, 
though we have not inſtances as numerous 
as in other caſes, yet it is, by no means, the 
lels conſlitutional ; like a comet in the fir- 
mament, which, however it may dazzle and 
lurpriſe the vulgar and untutored, by unfre- 
quency of its appearance, the philoſopher, 
verſed in aſtronomic ſcience, it atfetts no 
more than any other common proceſs of 
nature, being perfectly ſimple, and to him 
perfectly intelligible. Need I remind you 


my 
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my Lords, at this period, of that common 


ſchool-boy poſition, * that the conſtitu- 
tion of this country depends upon King, 


Lords, and Commons, that each by its pow. 
er is a balance to the other.“ If this is not 
the caſe, why were the three eſtates con. 
ſtituted? Why ſhould it be neceſſary before 
an act of parliament takes place, that their 
mutual 'concurrence ſhould be had. My 
Lords, I am aſhamed to trudge in this com- 
mon track of argument; and have no apo- 
logy to make, but that I have been drawn 
into it by the noble Lord's aſſerting, * We 
had no right to interfere with the privileges 
of the other Houle,” 


The noble Earl has been very exact in 
his calculation of the proportion of perſons 
who have petitioned; and did the affair 
reſt, merely, on thzs calculation, his ar- 


gument would be unan{werable; but will 


he conſider what numbers, whoſe private 
ſentiments felt all the rigour of parliament- 
ary proceedings, but for want of a few prin- 
cipals to call them together, and collect 
their opinions, have never reached the ear 
of their ſovereign. If we add to this num- 
der, the — made uſe of on the fide of 

govern 


WI 
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government, to ſuppreſs all petitions, with 


over their dependants, it is very ſur- 
priſing, that out of forty counties, thirteen 
had ſpirit and independence ſufficient to 
ſtem ſuch a tide of venality. But I will 
ſuppoſe that this was not the caſe, that no 
undue influence was made uſe of, and that 
hence but one third of the people think 
themſelves aggrieved. Are aumbers to con- 
flitute right? Are not the laws of the land 
fixed and unalterable ? And is not this pro- 
ceeding complained of, or any other, (ſup- 
ported even but by one), to be tried and 
adjudged by theſe laws? Therefore, how- 
ever the noble Lord may excel in the doc- 
n WM crine of calculation as a ſpeculative matter, 
sit can by no means ſerve him, urged in the 
ir courle of argument. 


il Let us not then, my Lords, be deaf to 
tc Wi the alarms of the people, when theſe alarms 
: are founded on the infringement of their 
n. rights, Let us not ſit neuter and inattentive 
to the proceedings of the other Houſe. 
We are, equally with that Houle, entruſted 
with the people's rights, and we cannot 
conſcientiouſly diſcharge our duties without 
Vol. II. M our 


the authority that placemen have neceſſarily — 
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en our interference, whenever we find thoſe 


— 
1770. 


rights, in any part of the conſtitution, 
trampled on. | 


* I have, my Lords, treſpaſſed on your 
patience at this late hour of the night, 
when the length of this debate muſt have 
fatigued your Lordſhips conſiderably. But 
I cannot apologize in a caſe ſo deeply inte. 


reſting to the nation—no time can be too 


long—no time can be loſt—no hardſhips 
can be complained of. | 


He condemned the conduct of the Houſe 
of Commons in terms of aſperity. He de- 
nominated the vote of that Houſe, which 


had made Colonel Luttrel repreſentative 


for Middleſex, a groſs invalion of the 
Rights of Election—a dangerous violation 
of the Engliſh Conſtitution—a treacherous 
ſurrender of the invaluable privilege ot a 
freehold, and a corrupt ſacrifice of thei 
own honour. They had ſtript the ſtatute 
book of its brighteſt ornaments, to gild the 


wings, not of prerogative, but of unprinei- 


pled faction and lawleſs domination. To 
gratify the reſentments of ſome individuals, 
the laws had been deſpiſed, trampled upon, 


and 
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made by the ſtern virtue of their anceſtors, 
the iron barons of old, to whom we were 
indebted for all the bleſſings of our preſent 
Conſtitution ; to whoſe virtue and whoſe 
blood, to whoſe ſpirit in the hour of con- 
teſt, and to whoſe tenderneſs in the triumph 


owe their honours and their ſeats, and both 
Houſes of Parliament owe their continu- 
ance. Theſe meaſures, he ſaid, made a 
part of that unhappy ſyſtem, which had 
been formed in the preſent reign, with a 
le view to neu- model the Conſtitution, as well 
eas the Government. Theſe meaſures ori- 
ch cinated, he would not fay, with his Ma- 
ve jeſty's knowledge, but in his Majeſty's 
he Councils. The Commons had ſlaviſhly 
on | obeyed the commands of his Majeſty's ſer- 
us Wi vants, and had thereby exhibited, and prov- 
ed to the conviction of every man, what 
might have been only matter of ſuſpicion 
before—that Miniſters held a corrupt influ- 
ence in Parliament—it was demonſtrable 
it was indiſputable. It was therefore parti- 


cularly neceſſary for their Lordſhips, at 


eir 
Ute 
the 


als, 
On, 


f jealouſy and apprehenſion, to ſtep forwards, 
an 


ST - and 


of victory, the ſilken barons of this day, 


this critical and alarming period, fo full of 
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and oppoſe themſelves, on the one hand, tg 


— the juſtly incenſed, and perhaps ſpeedy in. 
" temperate rage of the people; and on the 


other, to the criminal and malignant con. 
duct of his Majeſty's Miniſters: that they 
might prevent licentiouſneſs on the one ſide, 
and depredation on the other. Their Lord. 
{hips were the conſtitutional barrier between 
the extremes of liberty and prerogative. 


The Houſe being in a Committee, the 
queſtion was put, Whether the Speaker 
ſhould reſume the chair? which was decided 
in the affirmative by a great majority, 


The queſtion being now got r1d of, and 
notwithſtanding it was paſt twelve o'clock, 
the Earl of Marchmont made the following 
motion: © That any reſolution of this Houle, 
directly or indirectly impeaching a judg- 
ment of the Houſe of Commons in a matter 
where their juriſdiction is competent, final, 
and concluſive, would be a violation of the 
conſtitutional right of the Commons, tends 
to make a breach between the two Houle 
of Parliament, and leads to a general con- 
fuſion,” | | 


* 4 It 
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* © Tt ſhould ſeem that the Scotch kept 
this motion in their pockets ; and that they 
reſerved themſelves for it; as neither the 
Earl of Marchmont, who made it, nor Lord 
Mansfield, who ſupported 1t, opened their 
mouths till now ; when they both ſpoke with 
great vigour. The Earl of Marchmont 
threw out, by way of menace to the Oppo- 
ſition, that if they went one ſtep further, 
they would juſtify the neceſſity of calling 
in foreign aſſiſtance. The Duke of Rich- 
mond called him 'to order, and aſked for 
an explanation of the words fore:gn af/ift- 
ance, But he ſhuffled it oft. Lord Mans- 


Lordſhips had no right to interfere in any 
; determination of the Commons, The Earl 
of Egmont ſaid, the late petitions were highly 
e,. cenſurable; the people had no right, nor 
g. Nen claim of right, to preſent ſuch peti- 
er uons they were treaſonable, 


ne This harſh denunciation of the petitions, 
|; {Wrought up the Earl of Chatham. His 
ſes Lordſhip declared, © that however indig- 
n- {Wyant he might feel upon ſuch a dreadful 


From the London Muſeum, vol. 1, page 190. It is not 
known that any other account of this debate was taken. 


(It : 'M 3 
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ſentence upon the petitioners, he hoped 


—— they would only ſmile when they heard it, 


1750. 


He thanked Lord Marchmont for his lenity, 
in permitting the petitioners to have their 
heads on one day longer: and {aid the peti. 
tions were laudable and conſtitutional; and 
the right of the people, to preſent them, 


undoubted. He then replied to Lord 


Mansfield, and ſhewed the neceſſity of the 
Houſe of Lords interfering, in caſe of an 
invaſion of the people's liberties, or an un- 
conſtitutional determination of the Houſe 
of Commons; and he affirmed, that the 
caſe of the county of Middleſex fell under 


both thoſe denominations. Then he con- 


Jured them, by the noble blood which had 
run for ſo many ages in their veins, and by 
the noble ſtruggles of their anceſtors in be- 
half of liberty, not to behold with 1ndiffer- 
ence a tranſaction ſo alarming; and modeſtly 
ſaid of himſelf, for his own part, he was 
hardly warm in his ſeat. He quoted Lord 
Somers and Chief Juſtice Holt, in ſupport 
of his law: and drew their characters very 
finely. He called them koneft men, who 
knew and loved the Engliſh Conſtitution. 
Then turning to Lord Mansfield, he ſaid, 
(with a Va / I yowto God I think the 2 

Lor 


- 
a. pn” n 


OF THE EARL OF CHATHAM. 167 


Lord equals them both—in abilities, To- CHAP. 
wards the concluſion he complained ſtrongly =; 
of the motion's being ſudden, and made at 
midnight, and preſſed the neceſſity of an 
adjournment of only two days. He ſaid, 

among other things, if the Conſtitution 

muſt be wounded, let it not receive its mor- 

tal ſtab at this dark and midnight hour, 

when honeſt men are aſleep in their beds, 

and when only felons and allaſſins are 


ſeeking for prey,” 


At half 'paſt one in the morning the 
queſtion was put, and decided in the affir- 
mative, - 


On the ſecond day of March 177c, a mo- 
tion was made 1n the Houſe of Lords by 
Lord Craven, for an Addreſs to the King, 
requeſting his Majeſty would put his Royal 
Navy on ſuch a footing as to ſecure reſpect 
to his Crown, and protection to the trade of 
his ſubjects, | ; 


The Earl of Chatham ſupported this mo- ret 


Chatham's 


tion. He condemned the conduct of the Ste ia. 


miniſtry in every particular, concerning the "us. 
Navy. Having gone through great part of 
M4 the 
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the ſubject, he took occaſion to ſpeak of 
the Secret Influence, which had pervaded 
the counſels of the preſent reign. He de. 
ſcribed this influence as having ſubſiſted 
from the firſt moment of his Majeſty's ac- 
ceſſion. He called it dangerous, baſe, un- 
conſtitutional and wicked. It had under. 
mined and overturned every adminiſtration, 
however conſtituted or ſupported, He ſpoke 
he ſaid, of an inviſible, unreſponſible influ. 
ence—ot the pernicious counſels of a favou- 


' rite, who had occaſioned all the unhapni- 


nels and aiſturbances in the nation, and 
whoſe agents had extended his pernicious 
politics and principles to the government 
and terror of the colonies ; from all which 
he deprecated the worſt of misfortunes, 
That although this favourite was at the pre- 
ſent abroad, yet, his influence, by his con- 
fidential agents, was as potent as if he were 
preſent. Who does not know the Mazari- 
nade of France—that Mazarine abſent, was 
Mazarine ſtill. What is there, he aſked, 
to diſtinguiſh the two caſes? The tranſac- 


tion of the late peace was a great proof, 
amongſt many others, of his influence—— 


that meaſure was his. Others participated 
in the guilt, but he was the principal. 
- Then 
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Then raiſing his voice, he aſſerted in a man- — 1 
ly and dignified tone, That this Country vo 
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WAS SOLD at the late peace; that we were 
$0LD by the Court of Turin to the Court of 
France: What more perſons were concern- 
ed. he would not at preſent ſtate; but what 
he had ſtated was an indiſputable FACT. 


He himſelf had been duped by this ſe- 
cret influence at the moment when he leaſt 
ſuſpected treachery; when the proſpect was 
fair, and when the appearances of confidence 
were ſtrong; 1n particular, at the time when 
he was taken ill, and obliged to go to Bath 
for a ſhort week; he had before he ſet out, 
formed, with great pains, attention and de- 
liberation, ſome plans, which as he con- 
ceived, were highly intereſting and of the 
utmoſt importance to this country; which 
had been approved in Council, and to which 
the King himſelf had given his approbation, 
But when he returned, he found his plans 
were all vaniſhed into thin air, 


f When I was earneſtly called upon for 
the public ſervice, I came from Somerſetſhire 
with wings of zeal. I conſented to preſerve 
apeace which I abominated; a peace I would 

not 
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not make, but would preſerve when made, 
I undertook to ſupport a Government by 
law; but to ſhield no man from public juſtice, 
Theſe terms were accepted, I thought with 
ſincerity accepted. I own I was credulous, 


IJ was duped, I was deceived; for I ſoon 


found that there was no ORICGCINAL Admi- 
niſtration to be ſuffered in this country. 
The ſame ſecret inviſible influence ſtill pre- 
vailed, which had put an end to all the ſuc- 
ceſſive adminiſtrations, as ſoon as they op- 
poſed or declined to act under it. 


Here the Duke of Graſton roſe and ſaid, 
I riſe to defend the King; though, if I 
underſtand rightly the words which have 
been ſpoken, they are only the effects of a 
diſtempered mind, brooding over its own 
diſcontent. 


To which Lord Chatham replied, I riſe 
neither to deny, to retract, nor to explain 
away the words I have ſpoken, As for his 
Majeſty, I always found every thing gract- 
ous and amiable in the Cloſet; ſo amiably 
condeſcending as a promiſe, in every repeat- 
ed audience, not only to forgive, but to ſup- 
ply the defects of health by his chearful ſup- 

| port, 
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port, and by the ready aſſiſtance of all his 


immediate dependants, &c. Inſtead of this,. 


all the obſtacles and difhculties which attend- 
ed every great and public meaſure, did not 
ariſe from thoſe out of Government: they 
were ſuggeſted, nouriſhed aud ſupported by 
that ſecret influence I have mentioned, and 
by the induſtry of thoſe very dependants : 
firſt by ſecret treachery ; then by official in- 
fluence ; afterwards in public Councils. A 
long train of theſe prattices has at length 
unwillingly convinced me, that there is ſome- 
thing behind the Throne greater than the 
King himſelf. As to the noble Duke, there 
was in his conduct, from the time of my be- 
ing taken ill, a gradual deviation from every 


thing that had been ſettled and ſolemnly 


agreed to by his Grace, both as to meaſures 
and men; till at laſt there were not left two 
planks together of the ſhip which had been 
originally launched. As to a diſtempered 
mind, I have a drawer full of proofs that 
my principles have never given way to any 
diſeaſe ; and that I have always had ſuffici- 
ent vigour of mind remaining to ſupport 


them, and conſequently to avoid all thoſe 


ſnares, which from time to time have been 


ſo artfully laid to take advantage of my flate 
of 


4 
> * S * „% — — Fn 7” - —— —⸗ — 25232 4 
7 ” FEY S erer 1 S 25 3 — 2 —— x >" 
- we Rh * vY 2 12 ks + As — a" * 3 . — > - E 7 LT 5 3 - 2 1 
> - 3 IE BOSE Z- — = = >= », — _ o - - 
* — . — "4 — 232 3 — 2 — 4 — — 2 — 4 4? >. by : 2 


* 
re 
N 


ä CO HT EOS Rooms 
"OP . — 
8 ; 23 <4 9 * A — — =_ — 


7 
—— Te Cat FL. 
— 24 


at 

1 ; — 
4 A * — 1 

— . 2 


r 
— Y ++ . 


— r 
—— ous 


— Pan on ds 


ann —— — 
© ain: 42 Sys de S 


— 2, Ba; "ox, 8 a — 
22 - 


Dn OR 


* — 
Wir FR" 


A . . 


5 
; 
f 
: 
| 
| 
; 
, 


172 ANECDOTES AND SPEECHES 


BEAD. of health; his Grace can witneſs better than 
—— any other man, becauſe he has himſelf the 


2770. x . 
letters which ſufficiently prove it.“ 
The motion was negatived. 


On the ſixteenth day of March, a motion 
was made, to appoint a Committee to en- 
quire into the ſtate and expenditure of the 
Civil Liſt. 


Speech on Lord Chatham ſpoke in ſupport of the 
the Givi? motion, © He ſaid the Civil Liſt was appro- 
oled priated, in the firſt inſtance, to the ſupport 
Camden. Of the Civil Government; and in the next 
to the honour and dignity of the Crown. 

In every other reſpect, the minute and par- 
ticular expences of the Civil Liſt are as 

open to Parliamentary examination and en- 
gquiry, in regard to the application and abuſe 
as any other grant of the people, to any o- 
ther purpoſe: and the Miniſters are equally 

or more culpable tor incurring an unprovid- 

ed expence, and arrears in this ſervice, as 


for any other. The preamble of the Civil 


* The latter part of this ſpeech is copied from the + 
Muſeum, vol. 1, page 248. 


Liſt 
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Liſt acts prove this: and none but novices, 
will ever a& without proper regard to them : 
and therefore, I can never conſent to encreaſe 
fraudulently the Civil Eſtabliſhment, under 
pretence of making up deficiencies; nor will 
I bid ſo high for Royal favor: and the Mi- 
niſter who is bold enough to ſpend the peo- 
ple's money, before it is granted (even though 
it were not for the purpoſe of corrupting 
their repreſentatives), and thereby leaving 
the people of England no other alternative, 
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but either to diſgrace their Sovereign, bj 


not paying his debts, or to become the prey 
otevery unthrifty or corrupt Miniſter—ſuch 
Miniſter deſerves death, 

© The late good old King had ſomething 
of humanity, and amongſt other royal and 


manly virtues, he poſſeſſed juſtice, truth, and 


lincerity, in an eminent degree; ſo that he 
had ſomething about him, by which it was 
poſſible to know whether he liked you or 
diſliked you.“ 


4 


* It is proper to obſerve, that when Lord Chatham was forced 
out of office in October 1761, the King's Civil Liſt not only ſtood 
clear of alt incumbrances, but there was a balance at that time in 
the exchequer due to the crown, of upwards of one hundred and 
twenty thouſand pounds, See Secret Service in Chap. xXx11. 


I have 


1 
9 
= 
* 
2 

' 
LS | 
*4 
: "= 
N 
. 
7 
RY 
vx 
* 4 
> ' 
.W 
7 
— "4 
1 
— 
by 
9 
N 
y * 
XY 
* ' 
1 
”Y ” 
"hd 

17 
. 
I 

s 1 
1 
AE 
97 
” 
. * 
5 
| 

= 

1 

»Y 
we 
* 


— — & 
1 » 7% 
— 


——v——— — — — 


A * 21 s : Tat oe” 


174 


CHAP, 
XXXVII. 


8 
1770 


70. 


ANECDOTES AND SPEECHES 


© I have been told that I have a penſion, 
and that I have recommended others to pen. 
ſions. It is true; and here is a liſt of them: 
you will find there the names of General 


Amherſt, Sir Edward Hawke, and ſeveral o- 


thers of the ſame nature; they were given as 


rewards for real ſervices, and as encourage- 
ments to other gallant heroes. They were 


honourably earned in a different fort of cam- 


paigns than thoſe at Weſtminſter ; they were 
gained by actions, full of danger to them- 
ſelves, of glory and benefit to this nation; 
not by corrupt votes of baſeneſs to the de- 


ſtruction of their country. 


© You will find no ſecret ſervices there, 
and you will find, that when the warrior 
was recompenſed, the Member of Parlia- 
ment was left free. You will likewiſe find 


a penſton of 1500]. a year to Lord Camden. 


I recommended his Lordſhip to be Chancel- 


lor; his public and private virtues were ac- 


knowledged by all ; they made his ſtation 
more precarious. I could not reaſonably 
expect from him, that he would quit the 
Chief Juſticeſhip of the Common Pleas, 
which he held for life, and put himſelf in 
the power of thoſe who were not to be truſted, 

| | to 
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to be diſmiſſed from the Chancery, perhaps 


the day after his appointment. The pub- 


lic has not been deceived by his conduct. 
My ſuſpicions have been juſtified. His in- 
tegrity has made him once more a poor and 
a private man ; he was diſmiſſed for the opi- 
nion he gave in favour of the right of elec- 
tion in the people.” 


Here Lord MArcuMonr, who lately 


talked of foreign force, called Lord ChAr- 


HAM to order. Some Lords called out © to 
the bar, to the bar!” Lord MARCHMONT 
moved, that Lord ChATHAM's words ſhould 


be taken down. 


Lord CHATHAM ſeconded the motion and 
added, I neither deny, retract, nor explain 
theſe words. I do re-affirm the fact, and I 
deſire to meet the ſenſe of the Houſe; I 
appeal to the honour of every Lord in 
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this Houſe, whether he has not the ſame 


_ conviction.” 


Lord RockINCHAM, Lord TemeLE, and 


many other Lords, did upon their honour 
affirm the ſame. | 


Lord 
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Lord Sandwich and Lord WeyYMovuTyH 
would have withdrawn the motion ; but 
Lord MaxcnmonrT, encouraged by Lord 
MaNnsFlELD, perſiſted, and moved, that 
nothing had appeared to juſtify ſuch an 


aſlertion. 


Lord CHATHAM, My words remain un- 
retracted, unexplaineg, and re- affirmed. I 
deſire to know whether I am condemned, 
or acquitted; and whether I may ſtill pre- 
ſume to hold up my head as high as the 
noble Lord, who moved to have my words 


taken down.“ 


To this no anſwer was given. 


Lord CHaTHAM was reproached with 


having recommended the Duke of Gxar- 
TON; and that he had forced his Grace on 


the King as his firſt Miniſter. 


Lord CHATHAM replied, I adviſed his 
Majeſty to take the Duke of GRAFTON as 
firſt Lord of the Treaſury, but there is ſuch 
a thing as time as well as tide; and the con- 
duct of the noble Duke has convinced me, 


that I am as likely to be deceived as any 
1 other 


— ks — —— — — te ds 1 
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other man, and as fallible as my betters. 
It was an expreſſion of that great Miniſter 
Sir R. WALPOLE, upon a debate on the 
army in the year 1937, © thoſe who gave 

the power of blood, gave blood.” I will 
beg leave to parodize the expreſſion, and 
ſay, thoſe who gave the means of corrup- 
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tion, gave corruption. I will truſt no So- 


vereign in the world with the means of pur- 
chafing the liberties of the people. When I 


had the honour of being the confidential 


keeper of the King's intention, he aſſured 
me, that he never intended to exceed the 
allowance which was made by parliament; 
and therefore, my Lords, at a time when 
there are no marks of perſonal diſſipation 
in the King, at 4 time when there are no 


expended to procure the ſecrets of our ene- 
mies; that a requeſt of an enquity into the 
expenditure of the Civil Liſt ſhould be 
tefuſed, is to me moſt extraordinary. Does 
the King of England want to build a palace 
equal to his rank and dignity? Does he 
want to encourage the polite and uſeful arts? 
Does he mean to reward the hardy veteran, 
who has defended his quatrel in many a 
rough campaign, whoſe _ does not equal 

vor. IL N that 


marks of any conſiderable ſums having been 
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that of ſome of your. ſervants? Or does 
he mean, by drawing the purſe-ſtrings of 
his ſubje&s, to ſpread corruption through 
the people, to procure a Parliament, like 
a packed jury, ready to acquit his Miniſters 
at all adventures. I do not ſay, my Lords, 
that corruption ties here, or that corruption 
lies there ; but if any gentleman in England 
were. to aſk me, whether I thought both 
Houſes of Parliament were bribed, I ſhould 


8 laugh in his face, and ſay, © Sir, it is not 


Queen 
Anne's 
Civil Liſt; 


« ſo,” My Lords, from all that has been 
faid, I think it muſt appear, that an en- 


quiry into the ſtate and expenditure of the 


Civil Liſt revenue is expedient, proper and 
juſt; a refuſal of it at this time will only 
add ridicule to diſgrace, and folly to enor- 


mity.“ 


The motion was negatived. 


On this ſubject of the Civil Liſt, it can- 
not be improper to ſhew the falſity of a 
compliment paid by Boyer, Tindal, Smollet, 
Goldjmith, and other writers, and even by 
ſome Members of former Parliaments, in 
their ſpeeches, when it has fuited their pu- 
pole, to the late Queen AxN E. They lay, 

that 
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that for four years, ſhe gave one hundred 


Civil Liſt, towards carrying on the war 
againſt France; and from hence they deduce 
an argument in proof of the ceconomy and 
patriotiſm of that Princeſs. If the aſſertion 
had been true, the argument might have 
paſſed without notice. But when a compli 
ment of this ſort is paid, not only without 
foundation, but at the expence of truth, 
tand of the nation, it is preſumed that it 
n will not be thought improper to ſtate the 
b Fact, for the information of thoſe, who hase 


& not the Journals of Parliament, and other 
d documents in their poſſeſſion. 
ly 


In fact, this pretended generoſity was one 
of the moſt ſcandalous actions that the 
Crown ever committed by any Adminiſtra- 


upon the Public, who were extravagant 
loſers by it; for ſome time after, viz. upon 
the 25th of June, 1713, the Queen ac- 
quainted the Houle of Commons, by meſ- 
lage, that ſhe had contracted a very large 
debt upon her Civil Lift revenues, which 
ſhe was unable to pay, and therefore de- 
hired to make them good; and ſuch was 
N 2 


thouſand pounds per annum, out of her = 


tion. It was a manifeſt and groſs cheat 


the 
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the complaiſance of a Tory Parliament, that 
notwithſtanding the deteſtation which muſi 
have ariſen in every honeſt breaſt, upon the 
detection of this elumſey juggle, and though 
Mr. Suirk, one of the Tellers of the Ex- 
chequer*, honeſtly informed the Houſe, 


that the eſtimate of this debt was aſtoniſh- 


ing to him, being made to amount to Auguſt 
1710, to 400,000l, Whereas, he was able 
to affirm from his own knowledge, that it 
amounted at that time to little more than 
100,000l. and though many others under- 
took to prove, that the funds given for 


700,000]. had, in reality, amounted to 


800,000l. and though theſe gentlemen had 
prevailed ſo far as to procure an addreſs to 
the Crown for an account of the Civil Liſt 
debt at Midſummer, 1713, and for a yearly 
account of the net produce of the Civil 
Liſt revenue, no regard was paid to this 
information, nor to this addreſs; none of 
theſe accounts were ever permitted to be 
laid before the Houle, and upon the very 
next day they voted no leſs a ſum than 
500,000. for this ſervice. —This is the truth, 


»The Tellers of the Exchequer were at that time Members ot 
Parliament. They were excluded by Lord Bath's Act, 1743. 


and 
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and the whole truth, of that-generous ex- 
ploit of the daughter of King James II. It 
was a mean trick, by which the nation 
was cheated of 400,0col.—This Queen had 
as many private vices, and as few public 
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virtues, as any Prince or Princeſs of her 


family. 


On the fifth day of April, Mr. GR EN. 
vILLE's Bill for trying Controverted Elec- 


tions, was brought from the Houſe of Com- 


mons by Mr. GIENVIIIE, attended by 
one hundred Members. 


Lord CHATHAM ſupported the Bill, and Mr. Gren- 


ville's 


paſſed ſome very elegant encomiums upon Hagen 


it. He then ſaid, That as he had begun 
his life out of a Court, he hoped he ſhould 
end it out of a Court. He had no view 
of intereſt. All he meant was to rouſe his 
country to a juſt ſenſe of the bleſſings of 
this Conſtitution, Then he deſired that 
the Houſe might be ſummoned after the 
Holidays, for he deſigned to bring in a Bill 
to reverſe. the proceedings of the Houſe 
of Commons on the Middleſex Election. 
He declared that his intention by this Bill, 
was to give the people a ſtrong and tho- 

N88 rough 


Bill. 
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<xxv17 rough ſenſe of the great violation of the 


— Conſtitution, by thoſe unjuſt and arbitrary 
proceedings. 


CH A P. XXXVIII. 


| Lord Chatham's Bill on the Middleſex Eleflion, 

and Speech in ſupport of the Bill—Lord Chat- 

ham's Motion, and Speech, on the King's Anſwer 

to a Petition from the City of London — His 

Motion for a Diſſolution of Parliament—Some 

Heads of a Speech on Repreſentation His Letter 

to Lord Temple on that Subjel— Anecdote on the 

ſame Subject from Lord Buchan—Goes into 
Somer ſetſhire. 


O the firſt day of May, 1770, the Earl 
of CHATHAM preſented to the Houſe 
a Bill, intituled, 


A Bill for reverſing the adjudications of 
the Houſe of Commons, whereby Joux 
Wilkes, Eſq; has been adjudged incapa- 
ble of being elected a Member to ſerve in 
this preſent Parliament, and the freeholders 
of the county of Middleſex have been de- 
prived of one of their legal repreſentatives, 


The faid Bill was read the firſt time. 
| The 
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„ 
The following is an accurate copy of the &II 


Bill. | kl — 


A Bill for reverſing the adjudications of 
the Houſe of Commons, whereby John, 
Wilkes, Eſq; has been adjudged inca- 
fable of being elected a Member to ſerve 
in this preſent Parliament, and the 
Freeholders of the County of Middleſex 
have been deprived of one of their _ 
Repreſentatives, 


WHEREAS the capacity of being elect- 
ed a Repreſentative of the Commons in 
Parliament (is under known limitations of 
law) an original inherent right of the ſubject; 
and foraſmuch as to deprive the ſubject of 
this high franchile and birth-right, other- 
wile than by a judgment according to the 
law of the land, and the conſtant eſtab. - 
liſhed uſage of Parliament conformable 
thereto, and part thereof, is directly con- 
trary to the fundamental laws and freedom 
of this realm, and in particular to the a&, 
* declaring the rights and liberties of the 
* ſubjeR, and ſettling the lucceſſion of the 
crown,“ at the ever-memorable period of 


N 4 the 
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the Revolution; when free election of Mem. 


_—_— bers of Parliament was expreſsly vindicated 


and ſecured, 


And whereas JoRN WiLxes, Efq: having 
been duly elected and returned a knight 


of the ſhire -to ſerve in this preſent Parlia- 


ment for the county of Middleſex, was, on 
the 17th of February, 1769, without being 
heard, adjudged incapable of being elected 
a Member to ſerve in this preſent Parlia. 
ment, by a reſolution of the Houſe of Com · 
mons, as follows ; 


© Reſolved, 

“ That Joux WIIEkEõ, Eſq; having been 
in this ſeſſion of Parliament expelled this 
Houſe, was and is incapable of being 
elected a Member to ſerve in this preſent 
Parliament.“ 


And whereas on the ſame day the ſaid 
Houſe of Commons farther reſolved as 
follows: © That the late election of a knight 
of the {hire to ſerve in this preſent Parlia- 


ment for the county of Middleſex is a void 
elettion;” 


And 


TM 
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And whereas the ſaid Joun WIIkEs, Sent 


Eſq; having been again duly elected and _ 
returned a knight of the ſhire to ſerve in 

this preſent Parliament for the county of 
Middleſex, the ſaid Houſe of Commons did, 

on the 17th of March, 1769, reſolve in the 

words following © That the election and 

return of JOHN WIIkESs, Eſq; who hath 

been by this Houſe adjudged incapable of 

being elected a Member to ſerve in this pre- 

ſent Parliament, are null and void: 


And whereas the ſaid JohN WIIEkEs, 
Eſq; having been again duly elected and 
returned a knight of the ſhire to ſerve in 
the preſent Parliament for the county of 
Middleſex aforeſaid, and having on the 
original poll-books, eleven hundred and 
forty-three votes in his favour, againſt two 
hundred and ninety-ſix, in favour of HEN R 
Lawes LUTTRELL, Eſq; the Houſe of 
Commons did, on the 15th of April, 1769, 
without a hearing of parties, and in manifeſt 
violation of the indubitable right of the 
Freeholders of the county of Middleſex to 
chuſe their repreſentatives in Parliament, 
reſolve as follows: 


That 
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car That HENRY LAWES LUTTRELL, Eſq; 
—— ought to have been returned a knight of 
the ſhire to ſerve in this preſent Parliament 
for the county of Middleſex, and thereupon 
ordered the ſaid return to be amended ac. 


| 
cordingly : : | | 


And whereas, by another reſolution, of 
the 8th of May, 1762, the ſaid Houſe of | 
Commons did, upon hearing the matter of | 
the petition of the Freeholders of the coun- | 
ty of Middleſex, as far as the ſame related | 

to the election of HENRY LAWES Lur- 
TRELL, farther reſolve as follows: 


« That HENRY LawesLUTTRELL, Eſq; 
is duly elected a knight of the ſhire to ſerve 


in this preſent Parhament for the county of 
Middleſex.” 


And foraſmuchas all the reſolutions afore- 
ſaid, cutting off the ſubject from his-indubi- 
table birth-right, by a vote of one Houſe 
of Parliament exerciſing diſcretionarypower 
and legillative authority, under colòͤur of a 
juriſdiction in elections, are moſt arbitrary, 
illegal, and dangerous. 


Be 
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Be it therefore declared and enacted, by ,CHAP. 
the King's moſt excellent Majeſty, by and 
with the advice and conſent of the Lords ey 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons in- 
this preſeat Parliament aſſembled; and by 
the authority of the ſame, © That all the 
« adjudications contained in the above. 
«© mentioned ſeveral reſolutions are arbitra- 
„ry and illegal, and the ſame are and 

| „ ſhall be hereby reverſed, annulled, and 

| made void to all intents and purpoſes 

| © whatſoever,” 
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After the firſt reading of the ſaid Bill, it 
was moved, 
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That the ſaid Bill be read a ſecond time, 
on Thurſday next; which being warmly 
objected to by Lord DEN BIOH, Lord ChHAr- 
HAM replied, © the noble Lord has been Chatham, 
loud and violent againſt this moton. He 
ſeems to be very angry with the friends of 
© this meaſure, but then he is angry in ſuch 
k a fort, that I am ſure nobody can be angry 
a with him; I ſhall, therefore, wave replying 
to ſome reflections he has thrown out upon 
the faction, as he i is pleaſed to call it, and 
take 
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take a ſhort view of the cauſe of this mo. 
tion. Here are 1143 legal, ſworn, Free. 
holders, vote a gentleman their Member of 
Parliament, againſt 296 who oppoſe him: 
with this apparent majority, he comes to 
take his ſeat ſo given him by the laws and 


conſtitution of his country. But what do 


the Houſe of Commons? Why, they ſhut - 


the door in his face, and by a new ſtate. 
arithmeiic, make 296 a greater number 
than 1143. Is not this, my Lords, flying 
in the face of all law and freedom? Is 
not this apparently robbing the Freeholders 
of their liberty, and making a mere farce of 
Engliſhmen's birth-rights ? It is very true, 
the Houſe of Commons had a right, if pe- 
titioned by Colonel LUTTRELL, to enquire 
minutely into the qualifications of his oppo- 


nent's electors; to admit none as ſuch, but 


thoſe duly qualified by law; and after mak- 
ing theſe deductions, then determine the 


majority. But this has not been even at- 


tempted, The ſeat of the legal repreſenta- 


tive has been wreſted from him, and a vio- 


lent outrage has been committed, that ſtrikes 
at every thing that is dear and ſacred to the 
liberties of Engliſhmen, 


« It 


OF THE EARL OF CHATHAM. 


It has been urged, my Lords, that there 
is no precedent for one Houle taking cog- 
nizance of the proceedings of the other. 
If my memory ſerves me right, I remem- 
ber one nearly parallel, in the caſe of Titus 
Oates, where the Commons took cognizance 
of the proceedings of the Lords on that 
ſubject; ſo that it is no new thing for one 
Houſe to be a check on the 'other, as it 1s 
not only eſtabliſhed by precedent, but by 
the principles of our conſtitution, 


It is ſaid, my Lords, that the ſpirit of 
diſcontent has gone abroad ſhould be 
ſurpriſed if it had not; for how can it be 
otherwiſe, when to ule a familiar expreſſion, 
Colonel LUTTRELL fits in the lap of Jon 
Wilkes ; when a corrupt Houſe of Com- 
mons invert all law and order, and deny the 
juſt privilege the electors claim by the con- 
ſtitution of theſe kingdoms? Though I will 
not aid the voice of faction, I will aid the 
juſt complaints of the people; and while I 
have ſtrength to crawl, I will exert my poor 
abilities in their ſervice ; and J here pledge 
myſelf to their cauſe, becauſe I know it is 
the cauſe of truth and juſtice. 


IJ am 
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I am afraid, my Lords, this meaſure 
has ſprung too near the throne—lI am ſorry 
for it: but I hope his Majeſty will ſoon 
open his.eyes, and ſee it in all its deformity 
(Here Lord Pomfret interrupted him, by 
calling him to order) upon which Lord 
Chatham ſaid, I do not retract my words 
—] eſteem the King in his perſonal capa- 
city, I revere him in his political one; and 
on theſe principles I hope he will ſee it, and 
ſee it in ſuch a light, that he will redreſs it, 
by the diſſolution of a Houſe that could 
adopt ſuch a meaſure.” | 


The motion to read the Bill a ſecond 
time was negatived, 


Lord SrATTORD (then Lord Gow: x) 
moved to reject the bill; upon which the 
Lords divided 89 for the motion, 43 
againſt it. 


Before the Houſe adjourned, Lord CHAT. 
HAM deſired their Lordſhips might be ſum- 
moned for the fourth of May; for, ſaid he, 


I have a motion of great importance relative 
tothe King. 


On 
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On the fourth day of May Lord Cuar- 
HAM moved the following reſolution: 


& That it is the opinion of this Houſe, 
that the advice, inducing his Majeſty to 
give the anſwer to a late Humble Addrels, 
Remonſtrance, and Petition, of the Lord 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Livery of the city 
of London, in Common-Hall aſſembled, 
is of a moſt dangerous tendency ; inaſmuch 
as thereby, the exerciſe of the cleareſt 
rights of the ſubject ; namely, to petition 
the King for Redreſs of Grievances; to 
complain of Violation of the freedom of 
Election; to pray Diſſolution of Parliament; 
to point our Mal Practices in Adminiſtra- 
tion; and to urge the removal of Evil Mi- 
niſters, has, under pretence of removing cer- 
tain parts of the ſaid Remonſtrance and 


Petition, by the generalty of one compendi- 


ous word, CONTENTS, been indiſcriminately 
checked with reprimand; and the afflicted 
Citizens of London have heard from the 
throne itſelf, that the contents of their Hum- 
ble Addreſs, Remonſtrance, and Petition, 
laying their complaints and injuries at the 
feet of the Sovereign, as Father of his peo- 
ple, able and willing to redreſs them, cannot 
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but be conſidered by his Majeſty, as difre. 
pectful to himſelf, injurious to Parliament, 


and irreconcileable to the Principles of the 


Conſtitution.“ 


This motion being regularly read from 
the Woolſack, Lord CHATHAM proceeded, 
I am to conſider, in conſequence of this 


motion, what it was tne Lord Mayor, Al. 


dermen, and Livery of the city of London 
requeſted, in order to diſcover the cauſes 
they gave, by their requiſition, for ſuch an 


 anſwer—an anſwer fo harſh, that it exceed; 


every thing m the hiſtory of this country. 
They requeſted, my Lords, very humbly, 
a Reſtoration of the Freedom of Election, 
a Diſmiſſion of unjuſt Servants, and a Diſſo. 
lution of a Parliament that protected thoſe 


ſervants; becauſe they (the Citizens of Lon- 


don) were not, legally, repreſented in ſuch 


a Parliament. Now, my Lords, I do aver 
the truth of this petition ; and I do likewiſe 


aver, that the Citizens of London, with the 


reſt of his Majeſty's ſubjects, have a right to 
petition, not only by Magna Charta, and 
the Bill of Rights, but by a variety of Acts 
of Parliament numerous as they are exprel- 
hive, No | pan part of the petition s 
applied 
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ipplied to, but the whole. of the contents 
are at once diſpoſed of, * That this Peti- 
tion was diſreſpectful to himſelf, (the King) 
injurious to his Parliament, and irrecon- 
cileable to the principles of the Conſtitution.” 
] am too well acquainted, my Lords, with 
his Majeſty, to think him capable of giving 
ſuch an anſwer—nor could he do it, with 
propriety, either in his regal or perſonal ca- 
pacity. I muſt beg your patience, my Lords, 
to conſider this a little more attentively: 
« Firſt, Diſreſpefful to himfelf.” How is a 
King to know this? Is he a judge what is 
diſreſpectful to him? No, my Lords; the 
laws are to determine this for him, the uſt 
interpreters of offences. Injurious to my 
Parliament] How injurious to Parliament? 
when the very nature or part of the Peti- 
tion, refers to that Freedom of Election in 
the People, by which cy became a Houſe 
of Judicature; I econcileable to the Prin- 
ples of the Conſlitution, when the very 
ellence of the Conſtitution, not cnly permits 
but requzres petitioning the Throne, and 
what the Starts never dared to prevent in 
the zenith of their power. I repeat again, 
my Lords, the King ceuld never give ſuch 


an anſwer from himſelf; and; indeed, my 
Vol. II. 0 Lords, 
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Lords, poor as my opinion is of admini. 
ſtration, I can hardly think it was a joint 
official advice, but the opinion of one, or 
a confidential few ; for it is impoſſible, but 
if there were many, who were conſulted 
upon this meaſure, fome of them mult ſee 
the abſurdity of it. 


When I mentioned the Livery of Lon- 
don, I thought I ſaw a ſneer upon ſome 
faces: but let me tell you, my Lords, 
though I have the honour to fit in this 
Houſe, as a Peer of the Realm, coinciding 
with theſe honeſt Citizens in opinion, I am 
proud of the honour of aſſociating my name 
with theirs. And let me tel] the nobleſt of 
you all, it would be an honour to you, 


The Livery of London, my Lords, were 


reſpectable long before the reformation: 


the Lord Mayor of London was a Principal 


among the twenty-five Barons who received 
Magna Charta from King John, and they 
have ever ſince been conſidered to have a 


| principal weight in all the affairs of governe 


ment. How then have theſe reſpectable 
characters been treated? They have been 
ſent away fore affiitted from his Majelty's 

b preſence, 
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prelence, and reprimanded for purſuing it 


their undoubted rights,” 


- 1770. 


The motion was negatived. 


On the fourteenth of May, Lord Mat- Motion to 
am made a motion for an addreſs to the Parliament 
King, to deſire he would diſſolve the preſent 
Parliament. He ſtated the public diſcon- 
tents in England, Ireland, and America : 
affirmed that the people had no confidence 
in the preſent Houſe of Commons, who had 
betrayed their truſt; and ſhewed, from the 
ſituation of public affairs, the great neceſſity 
of having a Parliament in whom the people 
could place a proper confidence! Inſtead of on Re- 
depriving a county of its repreſentative, he 8 
laid that one or more members ought to be 
added to the repreſentation of the counties; 
in order to operate as a balance, againſt the 
weight of the ſeveral corrupt and venal bo- 
roughs, which perhaps could not be lopped 
off entirely, without the hazard of a public 
convulſion. This was no crude ſuggeſtion: 
he repeated it afterwards in a letter to Lord 
TeMeLE ; and as his opinion on this ſubject 
has been doubted, it will not be improper 
to ſtate, in a note, the public uſe that was 
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made of this letter“. All arguments were 


— in vain. The Court Lords called for th: 


1770. 


i 


Anecdote ' 
of Lord 
Chatham 
by Lord 
Buchan, 


Queſtion! 


* Kenner Mayor. A Common Council holden in the 
Chamber of the Guildhall of the city of London, on Friday the 
ſeventh day of April, 1780: A Member preſented to this Court 
an extract of a letter from the late Earl of Chatham to the late 
Earl TEMPLE, dated April 19, 1771, which was read, and ordered 
to be entered in the Journals of this Court, as follows: 


* 


« Allow a ſpeculator, in a great chair, to add, that a plan for 
more equal Repreſentation, by additional Knights of the Shire, 
ſeems highly ſeaſonable; and to ſhorten the duration of Parla- 
ment not leſs ſo. If your Lordthip ſhould approve, could Lord 
LyTTLETON's caution be brought to taſte thoſe ideas, we ſhould 
take poſſeſſion of ſtrong ground, let who will decline to follow us, 
One line of men, I am affured, will zealoufly ſupport, and a re- 
ſpectable weight of law. Si guid nowviſti rectius iſtis candidus in- 
perti.“ Signed by order of the Court. EXRIX. 


There is another anecdote of Lord CHATHAM upon this ſubjeft 
which deſerves a place here. It is given by the Earl of Bucuas, 
in his character of 'Thomlſon, the poet. | 


« The higheſt encomium of Thomſon is to be given him on 
account of his attachment to the cauſe of civil and political liberty, 
A free Conſtitution of Government, or what I would beg leave 
to call the autocracy of the people is the panacea of moral diſeaſes; 
and after having been ſought for in vain for ages, has been diſco- 
vered in the boſom of truth, and at the feet of philoſophy ? the 
printing-preſs has been the diſpenſary, and half the world have 
been voluntary patients of the healingremedy. 


« Eighteen years after Thomſon's death, the late Lord Char- 
HAM agreed with me in making this remark; and when 1 faid, 
© But, Sir, what will become of poor England, that doats on the 
imperfections of her pretended Conſtitution?* he replied, © My 
dear Lord, the gout will diſpoſe of me ſoon enough to prevent 
me from feeling the conſequences of this infatuation, But before 


the 
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Queſtion the Queſtion! and put a negative CHA? 


— 
upon it. 1770. 


The ſeſſion ended on the 1 gth of May. 


Lord CHATHAM retired into Somerſet- 
ſhire during the ſummer “. 


ed the end of this century either'the Parliament will reform itſelf 
from within, or be reformed with a vengeance from without.'— 
« Pythonick ſpeech, ſpeedily to be verified.” 


85 * In the month of June the Princeſs of Wales went to Germa- 
ny, and returned in October following, At Canterbury, and 
ether places, ſhe met with many inſults from the people. 


ald 

6 

N C HAP. XXXIX. 

- Thanks of the City of London to Lord Chatham, 
| and his Lordſhip's Anſwer—His Speech on the 

* Seizure of Falkland's Iſland Secret and inter- 

ty. ing Hiftory of that memorable Negotiation— 

ave Reſignation of Lord PO PDnY Note 

ot — Double Cabinet, 


ORD CHATHAM's Parliamentary Hr. 

conduct during the laſt ſeſſion of Par. 
«r- liament, was highly approved by the nation. 
the The teſtimony of the approbation of the 
City of London, at this time deſerves to be 
e Particularly noticed. It was as follows. 


the | O 3 On 
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og. On the firſt day of June, a Committee of 

——> the Corporation of the City of London 
waited on his Lordſhip in Pall-Mall, when 
Sir William Stephenſon, in the name of the 
Committee, addreſſed his Lordſhip to thi 
effect: 


- My "© 
1 We have the pleafing ſatisfaction to 
theCiry deliver to your Lordſhip the grateful thanks 
14: Chat: of the citizens of London, for your Lord. 
ſhip's moſt eminent public ſervices; and we 
ſincerely congratulate your Lordſhip on 
being equally diſtinguiſhed in the direction 
of a glorious war, and in your endeayour 
to reſtore the r of our moſt excel. 


lent Conſtitution.“ 


And then he preſented the thanks of the 
Corporation” which are as follow: 


BECK FORD, Mavor. 


A Common Council, holden in the Chamber of 


the Guildhall of the City of London, on 
Monday, the 14th of May, 1770. 


A motion was made, and queſtion put, 


F That the grateful thanks of this Court be 
preſented to the Right Hon, Willzgm Earl 


of 
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de Chatham, for the zeal he has ſhewn in CEA 
n {<pport of thoſe moſt valuable and ſacred wy— 
en privileges, the right of election, and the 
right of petition; and for his wiſhes and 

us declaration, that his endeavours ſhall here- 

alter be uſed, that Parliaments may be re- 

ſtored to their original purity, by ſhortening 

their duration, and introducing a more full 
and equal repreſentation; an act which will 

3. Wl render his name more honoured by pol- 

terity, than the memorable ſucceſſes of the 
glorious war he conducted. The ſame was 
reſolved in the athrmative, and ordered 


accordingly. 


It is ordered, That the ſaid reſolution be 
fairly tranſcribed, and ſigned by the Town 
Clerk, and preſented to his Lordſhip by Sir 
Wm. Stephenſon, Knt. Barlow Trecothick, 
Braſs Croſby, Eſqrs. Aldermen, and James 

WH Townſend, Eſq. Alderman, and one of the 
of Sheriffs of this City; George Bellas, Eſq. 
Mr. Deputy Thomas Cockſedge, Mr. De- 
puty William Judd, Samuel Freeman, Eſq. 

Mr. Arthur Beardmore, Mr. James Sharp, 

it, Mr. Deputy Richard Townſend, and Mr. 
be John Anderſon, Commoners, 


il 


HODGES. 
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cri To which his Lordſhip was plcaſed im. 
— mediately to reply: 
1770. 8 
cc GENTLEMEN, 
— - '* It is not eaſy for me to give expreſſion 
wer. to all I feel, on the extraordinary honour 
done to my public conduct by the City of 
London; a body ſo highly reſpectable on 
every account; but above all, for their 
_ conſtant aſſertions of the birth-rights of 
Engliſhmen, in every great criſis of the 
Conſtitution, 


In our preſent unhappy ſituation, my 
duty ſhall be on all proper occaſions, to add 
the zealous endeavours of an individual to 
thoſe legal exertions of Conſtitutional rights 
which, to their everlaſting honour, the City 
of London has made in defence of freedom 
of election, and freedom of petition, and 
for obtaining effectual reparation to the 
electors of Great Britain. 


As to one point among the declarations 
which I am underſtood to have made, of 
my wiſhes for the public, permit me to ſay 
there has been ſome miſapprehenſion; for 

EE with 


ts 


th 
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with all my deference to the ſentiments of © 
the City, I am bound to declare, that I can- — 


not recommend triennial Parliaments as a 
remedy againſt that canker in the Conſtitu- 
tion, venality in elections; ready to ſubmit 
my opinion to better judgment, if the wiſh 
for that meaſure ſhall become prevalent 1 in 
the gn. 


“ Purity of Parliament is the corner-ſtone 
in the common-wealth; and as one obvious 
means towards this neceſſary end 1s to 
ſtrengthen and extend the natural relation 
between the conſtituents and the elected, I 
have, in this view, publicly expreſſed my 
earneſt wiſhes for a more full and equal re- 


preſentation, by the addition of one knight 


of the ſhire in a county, as a farther balance 
to the mercenary boroughs. I have thrown 
out this idea with the juſt diffidence of a 
private man, when he preſumes to ſuggeſt 
any thing new on a high matter. Animated 
by your approbation, I ſhall with better 
hope continue humbly to ſubmit it to the 
public wiſdom, as an object to be moſt de- 
liberately weighed, accurately examined, 


and maturely digeſted. 


Having 
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e Having many times, when in the ſer. 


De vice of the Crown, and when retired from 


it, experienced, with gratitude, the favour 
of my fellow-ciuzens, I am now particu- 
larly fortunate that, with their good liking, 
I can offer any thing towards upholding 
this wilely-combined frame of mixed Go- 
vernment againſt the decays of time, and 
the deviations incident to all human inſti. 
tutions; and I ſhall eſteem my life honoured 
indeed, if the City of London can vouch- 
ſafe to think that my endeavours have not 
been wanting to maintain the national ho- 
nour, to defend the colonies, and extend 
the commercial greatneſs of my country, 
as well as to preſerve from violation the law 
of the land, and the eſſential rights of the 
Conſtitution,” 


On the thirteenth day of N ovember 1770, 
Parliament met, 


About two months previous to the meet- 
ing of Parliament, an account arrived, of 
the Spaniards having ſeized upon Falkland's 

Illands. This act of hoſtility gave riſe to a 
motion made by the Duke of Richmond, 
on the twenty · ſecond day of November, To 
preſent 


? 
t 
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preſent an addreſs to his Majeſty, requeſt. CHA 


— 


ing his Majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed "Mo 


to give orders, that there be laid before the 
Houſe copies or extracts of all letters and 


papers received by the Miniſtry between the 


12th of September, 1769, and the 12th of 
September 1770, containing any intelligence 
of hoſtilities commenced or intended to be 
commenced by the Court of Spain, or any 
of their officers, againſt any of his Majeſ- 
ty's dominions; and the times at which ſuch 
intelligence was received. 


The motion was oppoſed by Lord Wey. 14. La. Mere 
mouth, upon the general ground of the 
impropriety of calling for ſuch papers while 
the matter in queſtion was the ſubject of a 
negotiation with the Spaniſh Ambaſſador, 
His Lordſhip carefully avoided giving the 
leaſt light, or intimation whatſoever con« 
cerning the actual ſtate, or progreſs of that 
negotiation, and expreſſed himſelf with 
caution and reſerve, He concluded with 
moving, That the previous queſtion * 
1 


The Duke of Richmond ſupported his pere of 
mo otion by a train of facts, for the truth of 9 
which 
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which he repeatedly appealed to the Miniſ. 
try themſelves, and by a ſtrength, and clear- 
neſs of argument, which none of the other 
party even attempted to weaken or oppoſe. 
The main ſtreſs of his diſcourſe ſeemed to 
reſt upon the following facts; that on the 


third of laſt June, the Tamur ſloop arrived 


at Plymouth, and brought an account, that 
a Spaniſh ſquadron had appeared off Falk- 
land iſland, and ordered our people to de. 
part; that this was a clear commencement 
of, hoſtilities :—that from the third of June, 
to the 12th of September, (above three 


months) when our. garriſon arnved on board 


the Favourite, it did not appear, that the 
Miniſtry had taken any ſtep whatſoever for 


obtaining redreſs, or to put the nation in a 


ſtate of defence ;—that the firſt orders for 
equipping a fleet, were given on or after 
the 12th of September ;—that this arma- 
ment, ſuch as 1t was, had not yet produced 
one viſible effett;—that ſince the 12th of 
September, near three months had elapſed, 
and ſtill they were told, © that the affatr was 
in negotiation, the negotiation was ftill de- 
pending; —in that time three meſſengers had 


arrived from Madrid, and particularly one. 


laſt Monday ; and although three days had 
lince! 
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ſince paſſed, no communication had yet AIX 


been made to Parliament of the intelligence 
he brought, or what was the final anſwer of 
the Court of Spain, That the terms of the 
motion plainly obviated the objection made 
by Lord Weymouth, of its tending to 
impede a negotiation now depending; ſiace 
it did not call for any papers of a date ſub- 
ſequent to the notice received by the Mi- 
niſtry of the hoſtility being actually com- 
mitted: conſequently could not reach to any 


letters written, or received, or to any nego- 


tation entered into, after the receipt of that 
notice; that he meant only to obtain for the 
Houle, ſome accurate information of cir- 
cumſtances, leading to, and accounting for 
a fact, which was itlelf notorious and un- 
diſputed. His Grace went largely into the 


conlideration of the diſgrace and infamy of 


ſuſtering the honour of the Crown, and the 
rights of the people of England to be fo 
long the ſubjett of negotiation;—the folly 
or treachery of the King's ſervants in not 
accepting of the augmentation of ſeamen 
propoſed and urged by the Lords in Oppo- 
ſition, early in the laſt ſellion, when a pro- 
poſal for ſtrengthening the hands of Go- 
vernment had been rejected merely becauſe 
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it came from that quarter ;—their ſupine. 
neſs or treachery, in not arming early in 


June, when they heard of our people being 


warned to quit the iſland, by a military 
forcethreatenining compulſion ;—and laſtly, 
the feebleneſs and ſlow progreſs of the ar- 
mament they had made, and the diſgraceful 
ſituation of the King, who ſtood with a 
public affront, and diſhonour fixed upon his 
Crown, and without any attempt made, in 
the courſe of almoſt ſix months, to wipe it 
away. His Grace obſerved. that the hoſ- 
tile intentions of Spain were not only de- 
clared by the open hoſtility itſelf, but con- 
firmed by two extraordinary facts, which 
he ſtated to the Houle, and which, after re- 
peated appeals, ſtood uncontradicted by the 
miniſtry, He ſaid, that after the Spaniards 
had taken poſlelſion of Port Egmont, they 


did not ſuffer the /Garriſon to depart imme- 


diately, but took away the rudder of his 


Majeſty's ſhip, and detained her by force 


for the ſpace of twenty days ;—that ſup- 
poling they had a claim to the iſland, they 
had none to the King's ſhip; and detaining 
her was an expreſs violation of treaty, by 
which, even in the caſe of an open rupture, 
kx months. are allowed to the ſubjects : 
eac 
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ehch nation to remove their perſons and CHAP. 
property from the dominions of the other ——— 
The other fact ſeemed, and was urged as Py 7 
{ill more important. He aflerted, that he $94 
had intelligence not to be doubted, that at y 
this moment, there are in the ſeveral Spaniſh — ; 
priſons not leſs than three thouſand Britiſh 
ſeamen, (particularly at Ceuta on the coaſt | 
of Africa) who had been taken out of our 
merchant ſhips by Spaniſh Guarda Coſtas, 
and condemned to perpetual ſlavery, or 
confinement, He then quoted a ſtrong in- 
ſtance ſince the peace, and read the original 
letters relating to it, where five of our ſea- 
men had been demanded by one of our Ad- 
mirals, and had been refuſed by a Spaniſh 
Admiral and Governor, who exprelled a 
willingneſs to oblige him, but alledged that 
it would be a breach of their orders and 
inſtructions. | 
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Theſe were che principal materials of his | 
Grace's ſpeech. The ſeveral parts were. in 


filled up with judicious and pointed obſer. 


vations,” expreſſed in a clear, nervous lan- 


guage, and delivered with plainneſs and 
dignity. 8 | 


Lord 
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Kix. Lord Hillſborough took up the argu- 
SD" ment upon the ſame footing with Lord 
14. ning. Weymouth, but carried it much farther 
dos than his Lordſhip had done. He informed 
the Houſe that he knew the contents of the 
papers called for, therefore could aſſert 
upon his own knowledge, that the produc- 
tion of them at that time would tend greatly 


| 
| 
to embarraſs a negotiation already in a 
C 
t 
| 


proſperous train, and which promiſed an 

happy concluſion;—He inſiſted much upon 

the delicacy of Spaniſh honour ;—that it 
was their natural characteriſtic;—that infi- 0 
nite regard and tenderneſs, ought to be 
ſhewn to the pundtilios of that court, and j 
begged of the noble Lords to conſider how ſ 
far theſe punctilios might unavoidably re- c 
tard and embarraſs a treaty of this nature; t 
that, as the Meſſenger only arrived on Mon- ll 
day morning, the Spaniſh Ambaſſador pro- n 
bably had not time to make himſelf maſter tt 
of his diſpatches, nor to determine upon Il at 
the form and manner in which he ſhould of 
execute his inſtructions. The remainder of F. 
his ſpeech, which was delivered in very ee. 
| high terms, and with a tone elevated above ne 
* the pomp of tragedy, turned entirely upon L. 
the flouriſhing ſtate of this country, and the I n 

prudence, 
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prudence, vigour and vigilance of hi 8 
Majeſty's $ ſervants. FLA ; cp 


1 770. 


Earl of Chatham. I riſe to give my . 
hearty aſſent to the motion made by the no- 
ble Duke; by his Grace's favour, I have been 
permitted to ſee it, before it was offered to 
the Houſe, I have fully conſidered the ne- 
ceſſity of obtaining from the King's ſervants 
a communication of the papers deſcribed in 
the motion, and I am perſuaded that the a- 
larming ſtate of facts, as well as the ſtrength 
of reaſoning, with which the noble Duke 
has urged, and inforced that neceſſity, muſt 
have been powerfully felt by your Lord- 
ſhips ;—what I mean to fay, upon this oc- 
caſion, may ſeem perhaps to extend beyond 
the limits of the motion before us. But I 
flatter myſelf, my Lords, that if I am ho- 
noured with your attention, it will appear 
that the meaning and object of this queſtion 
are naturally connected with conſiderations 
of the moſt extenſive, national importance. 
For entering into ſuch conſiderations, no 
ſeaſon is improper; no occaſion ſnould be 
neglected. Something muſt be done, my 
Lords and immediately, to ſave an injured, 
inſulted, undone country. If not to ſave 
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the State, my Lords, at leaſt to mark out, 
and drag to public Juſtice thoſe ſeryants of 
the crown, by whole 1gnorance, neglect, or 
treachery, this once great flouriſhing people 


are reduced to a condition as deplorable at 


home, as: it is deſpicable abroad. Exam- 
ples are wanted, my Lords, and ſhould be 
given to the world, for the inſtruction of 
future times, even though they be uſeleſs to 
ourſelves. I do not mean, my Lords, nor 
is it intended by the motion, to impede, or 
embarraſs a negotiation, which we have been 
told is now. in a proſperous train, and pro- 
miſes a een eee | 


Lend Weymouth. 1 beg 1 for 


interrupting the noble Lord, but I think it 


neceſſary to remark to yqur Lordſhips, that 
J have not ſaid a ſingle; word tending: to 
convey to your Lordſhips any information, 
or opinion, with regard to the ſtate, or pro- 


greſs of the negotiation—I did, with the 


utmoſt caution, avoid giving to your Lord- 


ſhips the leaſt intimation upon that matter. 


Faul of Chatham.” . perſefly agree 
with the noble Lord. I did. not mean to 
refer to any thing ſaid by his, Lordſhip. 

He 


DF THE EARL OF CHATHAM; 111 
He expreſſed himſelf; as he always does, TRAN 
with moderation, and reſerve; and with the by "ag 
greateſt; proptiety;—it- was- another noble 
Lord, very high in. office, who told-us he 


underſtood. that the 3 was in a 
fayourable. train. 6 


Earl of Hall a L did not as L. Kitt 


borough 
ule of the word Train. I know the mean- 
ing of the word too well. In the lan- 


guage from which it was derived, it ſignifies 


protraction, and delay; which I could ne- 
ver mean to apply tc to the "m nego · 
tiation. | | ; 


} 


Earl of Chatham. This is the ſecond 
time that I have been interrupted. I ſub. 
mit it to your Lordſhips whether this be 
fair, and candid treatment. I am ſure it is 
contrary to the orders of the Houſe, and a 
groſs violation of decency; and politeneſs. 
J liſten to every noble Lord in this Houſe 
with attention; and reſpett. The noble 
Lord's deſign in interrupting me, is as mean, 


and unworthy, as the manner in which he 


has done it is irregular and diſorderly. He 
flatters himſelf. that, by breaking the thread 
of my diſcourſe, he ſhall confuſè me in my 

P 2 argument. 
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argument. But, my Lords, I will not ſub. 


— to this treatment. I vill not be inter- 


rupted. When I have concluded let him 


anſwer me if he can,—As to the word, 
which he has denied, I ſtill affirm that it was 
the word he made uſe of; but if he had 
uſed any other, I am ſure every noble Lord 
will agree with me, that his meaning was ex- 
actly what I had expreſſed it. Whether he 
ſaid courſe or train is indifferent He told 
your Lordſhips that the negotiation was in 
a way that promiſed a happy, and honour. 
able concluſion, His diſtinctions are mean, 
frivolous, and puerile. My Lords,—I do 
not underſtand the exalted tone aſſumed by 
that noble Lord. In the diſtreſs, and weak- 
neſs of this country, my Lords, and conſci- 
ous as the miniſtry ought to be how much 
they have contributed to that diſtreſs and 
weakneſs, I think a tone of modeſty, of ſub- 
miſſion, .of humility, would become them 
better; quedam cauſe modeſtiam defiderant. 
Beſore this country they ſtand as the great- 
eſt criminals. Such I ſhallprove them to be; 
for I do not doubt of proving, to your Lord- 
ſhips ſatisfaction, that ſince they have been 


_ entruſted with the conduct of the King's 


affairs they have done every thing that they 
aan | | ought 
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ought not to have done, and hardly any 
thing that they ought to have done—The 
noble Lord talks of Spaniſh punctilios in 
the lofty ſtyle and idiom of a Spaniard. We 
are to be wonderfully tender of the Spaniſh 
point of honour, as if ey had been the com- 
plainants, as if they had received the injury. 
I think he would have done better to have 
told us, what care had been taken of the 
Engliſh honour. My Lords, I am well ac- 


quainted with the character of that nation, 


at leaſt as far it is repreſented by their court 
and miniſtry, and ſhould think this country 
diſhonoured by a compariſon of the Engliſh 
good faith with the punctilios of a Spaniard. 
My Lords, the Engliſh are a candid, an in- 


genuous ; eople ; the Spaniards are as mean 


CHAP. 
XXXIX. 


— 
. 1776. , 


and crafty, as they are proud and inſolent, 


The integrity of the Engliſh merchant, the 

- generous ſpirit of our naval and military 
officers, would be degraded by a compari- 
ſon with their merchants or officers, With 
their miniſters I have often been obliged to 
negotiate, and never met with an inſtance of 
candour or dignity in their proceedings; no- 
thing but low eunning, trick, and artifice, 
After a long experience of heir want of can- 
dour and gocd faith, I ound my ſelf com- 
P 3 pelled 
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| pelled to talk to them in a peremptory, de. 


cifive language. On this principle I ſub. 


mitted my adyice to a trembling council for 


an immediate declaration of a war with 
Spain. Your Lordſhips well know what 
were the conſequences of not following that 
advice. Since, however, for reaſons un- 
known to me, it has been thought adviſeable 
to negotiate with the court of Spain, I ſhould 
have conceived that the great and ſingle ob- 
ject of ſuch a negotiation would have been, 
to have obtained complete ſatisfaction for 
the injury done to the crown and people of 
England. But, if I underſtand the noble 
Lord, the only object of the preſent nego- 
tiation is to find a falvo for the punctilious 
honour of the Spaniards. The abſurdity of 
ſuch an idea is of itſelf inſupportable. But, 
my Lords, I objett to our negotiating at all, 


in our preſent circumſtances. We are not 


in that fituation, in which a great and pow- 
erful nation is permitted to negotiate, —A. 
foreign power has forcibly robbed his Ma- 


jeſty of a part of his dominions. Is the iſland 


reſtored? Are you replaced in ftatu quo? 
If chat had been done, it might then perhaps 


have been juſtifiable to treat with the ag- 


pe * een he ought to 


make 
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make for the inſult offered to the crown of © 


will you ſo ſhamefully betray the King's ho- 
nour, as to make it matter of negotiation 
whether his Majeſty's poſſeſſions ſhall be re- 
ſtored to him or not? I doubt not, my 


Lords, that there are ſome important myſte- 


ries in the conduct of this affair, which, 
whenever they are explained, will account 
jor the profound ſilence now obſerved by 


nA f. 
England. But will you deſcend ſo low ? = 


17706 


the King's ſervants. The time will come, 


my Lords, when they ſhall be dragged from 
their concealments, There are ſome queſti- 
ons, which, ſooner or later, muſt be an- 
ſwered. The Miſtry, I find, without de- 


claring themſelves explicitly, have taken 


pains to poſſeſs the public with an opinion, 
that the Spaniſh Court have conſtantly diſ- 
avowed the proceedings of their governor ; 
and ſome perſons, I ſee, have been ſhameleſs 


and daring enough to adviſe his Majeſty to 
ſupport and countenance this opinion in 
his ſpeech from the throne. Certainly, my 


Lords, there never was a more odious, a 
more infamous falſhood impoſed on a great 
nation It degrades the King's honour—lIt 
is an inſult to parliament, His Majeſty has 
been adviſed to confirm and give currency 
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to.an abſolute faiſhood, I beg your Lord. 
ſhip's attention, and I hope 1 ſhall be under. 
ſtood, when I repeat, that the Court of 
Spain's having diſavowed the act of their 
governor 1s an abſolute, a palpable falſhood. 
Let me aſk, my Lords, when the firſt com- 
munication was made by the Court of Ma. 
drid, of their being appriſed of their taking 
of Falkland's Iſlands, was it accompanied 
with an offer of inſtant reſtitution, of imme. 
diate ſatisfaction, and the puniſhment of the 
Spaniſh governor ? If it was not, they have 
adopted the act as their own, and the very 
mention of a diſavowal is an impudent inſult 
offered to the King's dignity. The King of 
Spain diſowns the thief, while he leaves him 
unpuniſhed, and profits by the theft; in vul- 
gar Engliſh, he is the receiver of ſtolen goods, 
and ought to be treated accordingly. 


If your Lordſhips will look back to a 
period of the Engliſh hiſtory, in which the 


circumſtances arte reverſed, in which the 


Spaniards were the complainants, you will 


ſee how differently they ſucceeded : you will 
ſee one of the ableſt men, one of the bra- 
veſt officers this or any other country ever 
produced (it 18 hardly neceſſary to * 

| the 
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the name of Sir Walter Raleigh) ſacrificed 


þy the meaneſt prince that ever ſat upon the 72 


throne, to the vindictive jealouſy of that 
haughty eourt. James the Firſt was baſe 
enough, at the inſtance of Gondomar, to 
ſuffer a ſentence againſt Sir Walter Raleigh, 
for another ſuppoſed offence, to be carried 
into execution almoſt twelve years after it 
had been paſſed, This was the pretence, 
His real crime was, that he had mortally of- 
fended the Spaniards, while he acted by the 
King's ' expreſs orders, and under his com- 
miſſion. 5 


My Lords, the pretended diſavowal by 
the court of Spain is as ridiculous as it is 
falſe. If your Lordſhips want any other 
proof, call for your own officers, who were 


ſtationed at Falkland Iſland. Aſk the officer 


who commanded the garriſon, whether, 
when he was ſummoned to ſurrender; the 


demand was made in name of the governor 


of Buenos Ayres, or of his Catholic Majeſty?. 
Was the iſland ſaid to belong to Don Fran- 
ciſco Bucarelli, or to the King of Spain? If 
I am not miſtaken, we have been in poſſeſ. 
ſion of theſe iſlands ſince the year 1764, or 
3705, Will the miniſtry aſſert, that, in all 

that 
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Dx. that time, the Spaniſh court have never once 
e claimed them? that their right to them has 
never been urged, or mentioned to our mi- 
niſtry? If it has, the act of the governor of 
Buenos Ayres is plainly the conſequence of 

our refuſal to acknowledge and ſubmit to the 
Spaniſh claims. For five years they negoti- 

ate; when that fails, they take the iſland by 

force. If that meaſure had ariſen out of the 
general inſtructions, conſtantly given to the 
governor of Buenos Ayres, why ſhould 

the execution of it have been e 

ſo long? 


— wo gap ay 
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* My Lords, if the falſhood of this pre- 
tended diſavowal had been confined to the 
Court of Spain, I ſhould have admitted it 
without concern, I ſhould have been con- 
tent that they themſelves had left a door 
opetr for excuſe, and accommodation. The 
King of England's honour is not touched 
till he adopts the falſhood, delivers it to his 
Parliament and makes it his own. 
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= I cannot quit this rabjedt without com- 
paring the conduct of the preſent Miniſtry 
with that of a Gentleman (Mr. Gzoxct 
Gaonvitks) who is now no more. The 

Lg occaſions 
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occaſions were ſimilar.— The French had CHAP. 
taken a little iſland from us called Turk's * 
iſland. The Minifter then at the head of 

the Treaſury, took the buſineſs upon himſelf; 

but he did not negotiate : he ſent for the 
French Ambaſlador and made a peremptory 
demand. A courier was diſpatched to Paris, 

and returned in a few days, with orders for 

inſtant reſtitution, not only of the iſland, 

but of every thing that the Engliſh bene 

had loſt“. | 


* Such 


The ſtate of the fact was as follows: When the advice ar- 
rived in England of the French having ſeiged Turk's Iſland, in 
the year 1764, a debate aroſe in the Britiſh Council upon the 
meaſures neceſſary to be taken with France upon that occa- 
fion, The whole Council, one only excepted, were for a remon- 
firance to the French Court, and they founded their opinion upgn 
an apprehenſion, leſt a ſpirited conduct might induce that Court 
to break the peace, and by ſome unforefeen means, precipitate us 
into meaſures which might terminate in a rupture between the 
two nations. The one who ventured to differ from all the reſt 
| was the Right Hon. GzorGr Grenville. He urged the ne- 
b teſſity of a ſpirited conduct as the only means of preſerving the 
} peace. That France, who was unable to continue the late war, 
was equally incapable of beginning another. That if we did not 
immediately ſnew a ſpirited and warm reſentment to her behaviour 
en this occaſion, ſne would certainly repeat her inſults, and accom· 
pany them with language that her pride would oblige her to ſup- 
port, and thus ſilence or tameneſs on our ſide would infallibly lead | 
to a rupture. Upon this, the two Secretaries of State (at that. \ 
time Lord HALIFAX and Lord SAN owien) committed the whole 
negotiation to Mr. GxENXVIILIE. He undertook it, and ſent for 
Count GUERCar, who was at that time the French Ambaſſador 
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XXII. Such then, my Lords, are the circum 


8 ſtances of our difference with Spain; and 


in this ſituation, we are told that a negou. 


at the Britiſh Court. In a ſhort converſation which immediately 
enſued upon this ſubject, Mr, GRENVII LIS told the Ambaſſador 
in plain terms, that the French forces who had invaded and ſeiz. 
ed Turk's Iſland muſt immediately evacuate the tame, and reſiore 
it to he quiet poſſefiion of the Engliſh. The Ambaſſador ſaid in 
excuſe for the conduct of his Court, that the King, his maſter, 
had claims upon that ifland, and that he was ready to enter into 
a negotiation upon them. To which the Engliſh Miniſter peremp. 
torily anſwered, whatever claims you have, ſet them up, we will 
hear them. But firſt, the iſland muſt and ſtall be reſtored. We 
will not hear of any claims or negotiation while the iſland is in the 
hands of the French King. It is abſurd to ieize the iſland, and 
then talk of a negotiation about claims. When the iſland is re- 
Kored to his Britannic Maj. ſty, then, and not till then, will a ſingle 
word about claims be heard or admitted. He concluded in a firm 
and determined manner to this effect. Sir, I will wait nine days 
for your anſwer, in which time you may ſend and receive advice 
from your Court, whether the King will immediately order his 
faces to evacuate Turk's Iſland, and reſtore it to the full and quiet 
poſſeſſion of the Engliſh, or not: and if I do not receive your an- 
ſwer at the end of nine days, the fleet that is now lying at Portſ- 
month [there was a fleet then at Portimouth, waiting for failing 
orders} ſhall fail directly to the iſland and reinſtate it in the poſſeſſi- 
on of the King of Great Britain, The Ambaſſador went away, 
and foon after returned to ſhew the Britiſh Miniſter the diſpatches 
he had prepared upon the occaſion. Mr. GRENVILLE gave him 
leave to inſert the converſation that had paſſed between them. 
On the ſixth day, a copy of the orders ſigned by the French King, 
for reſtoring the iſiaqd to the Engliſh, arrived. 


A fimilar meaſure of ſpirit was adopted by the ſame Miniſler 
with the Spaniards, who had drove our ſettlers from Honduras, 
to whom fourteen days had been allowed; upon which all was 
inſtantly and amicably adjuſted, | 


ation 
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ation has been entered into, that this nego- Kn. 
tation, which muſt have commenced near peg 


three months ago, is ſtill depending, and that 
any inſight into the actual ſtate of it will 
impede the concluſion, My Lords, I am 
not, for my own part, very anxious to draw 
from the Miniſtry the information which 
they take ſo much care to conceal from us. 
very well know where this honourable ne- 


gotiation vi end; where it muff end. We 


may, perhaps, be able to patch up an accom- 
modation for the preſent, but we ſhall have 
a Spaniſh war in ſix months. Some of your 
Lordſhips may, perhaps, remember the con- 
vention. For ſeveral ſucceſſive years our 
merchants had been plundered—no protec- 


tion given - them—no redreſs obtained for 
them; during all that time we were content - 


ed to complain, and to negotiate ;—the 


Court of Madrid were then as ready to dil- ' 


own their officers, and as unwilling to puniſh 
them, as they are at preſent, Whatever vi- 


olence happened was always laid to the 
charge of one or other of their Weſt India 


Governors, To-day it was the Governor of 
of Cuba, to-morrow of Porto Rico, Cartha- 
gena, or Porto Bello. If in a particular in- 
lance, redreſs was promiſed, how was that 

promiſe 
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- promiſe kept? The merchant, who had been 


_ robbed of his property, was-fent to the Weſt 


Indies, to get it, if he could out of an empty 
cheſt. At laſt the convention was made; but, 
though approved by a majority of both 
Houſes, was received by the nation with uni. 
verſal diſcontent. I myſelf heard that wile 
man (Sir Robert Walpole) fay in the 
Houſe of Commons, © 'Tis true we have got 
a convention and a vote of Parliament; but 
what ſignifies it, we ſhall have a Spaniſh war 
upon the back of our convention.” Here, 
my Lords, I cannot help mentioning a very 
ſtriking obſervation made to me by a noble 
Lord, (the late Lord Granville} fince 
dead. His abilities did honour to this Houſe, 
and to this nation. In the upper depart- 
ments of Government he had not his equal; 
and I feel a pride in declaring, that to his 
patronage, to his friend{hip, and inſtruction, 
I owe whatever I am.— This great man has 
often obſerved to me that, in all the nego- 
tiations which preceded the convention, our 
Miniſters never found out that there was no 
ground, or ſubject for any negotiation. That 
the Spaniards had not a right to ſearch our 
ſhips, and when they attempted to regulate 
that ** by treaty, they were regulating a 
thing 
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thing which did not exiſt. This I take to c r. 


be lomething like the caſe of the Miniſtry, www . 
The Spaniards have ſeized an land: they : 
have no Tight to, and his Majeſty's ſervants 

make it matter of negotiation, . whether His 

dominions ſhall be reſtored to him or not. 


2 — . be i — — 


— 
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From what I have ſaid, my Lords, I do 
not doubt but it will be underſtood by ma- 
ny Lords, and given out to the public, that 

Lam for hurrying the nation, at all events, 
i into a war with Spain. My Lords, I diſ- 
y claim ſuch councils, and- I beg that this de. 
j claration may be remembered—Let us have 
e peace, my Lords, but let it be , honourable, 
. let it be ſecure. A patched up peace will 
K not do. It will not ſatisfy the nation, though 
| it may be approved of by Parliament. I 
b diſtinguiſh widely between a ſolid peace, and 
1 the diſgraceful expedients, by which a war 
"_ may be deferred, but cannot be avoided. I 
1 am as tender of the effuſion of human blood, 
Ir as the noble Lord who dwelt ſo long upon 
o the miſeries of the war. If the bloody poli- 
it tics of ſome noble Lords had been followed, 
ir WM England, and every quarter of his Majeſty's 
te dominions would have been glutted with 
4 Wagdrthe blood of our own count men. 
g 5 My 
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My Lords, I have better reaſons, perhaps, 
than many of your Lord{hips' for aefiring 
peace upon the terms I have deſcribed. | 
know the ſtrength and preparation of the 
Houſe of Bourbon; I know the defenceleſs, 


_ unprepared condition of this country, I 


know not by what miſmanagement we are 
reduced. to this fituation ; and when I con- 
ſider, who are the men by whom a war, in 
the outſet at leaſt, muſt be conducted, can I 
but wiſh for peace?—Let them not ſcreen 
themſelves behind the want of intelligence 
they had intelligence: I know they had. If 
they had not, they are criminal ; and their 
excuſe is their crime.—But I will tell theſe 
young Miniſters the true ſource of intelli- 


gence. It is ſagacity. Sagacity to compare 
cauſes and effects; to judge of the preſent 


ſtate of things, and difcert the future by a 
careful review of the paſt. Oliver Cromwell, 


who aſtoniſhed mankind by his intelligence, 


did not derive it from ſpies in the Cabinet 
of every Prince in Europe: he drew it from 


the cabinet of his own ſagacious mind. He 


obſerved facts and traced them forward to 
their conſequences. From what was, he 
concluded what muſt be, and he never was 


deceived. In the preſent ſituation of affairs, 


I think 
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| think it would be treachery to the nation CHA 
to conceal from them their real circumſtan- — 
ces, and with reſpect to a foreign enemy, I 

know that all concealments are vain and uſe- 

leſs. They are as well acquainted with the 

actual force and weakneſs of this country, 

as any of the King's ſervants.—This is no 

time for ſilence, or reſerve. I charge the 
Miniſters with the higheſt crimes that men 

in their {tations can be guilty of. I charge 

them with having deſtroyed all content and 
unanimity at home, by a ſeries of oppreſſive, 
unconſtitutional meaſures ; and with having 
betrayed, and delivered up the nation de- 
ſenceleſs to a foreign enemy, 


Their utmoſt vigour has reached no far- 
| ther than to a fruitleſs, protracted negotia- 
| tion. When they ſhould have ated, they 
have contented themſelves with talking about 
| it, Goddeſs, and about 1t—If we do not ſtand - 


; forth, and do our duty in the preſent criſis, 
the nation is irretrievably undone. , I deſpiſe 
the little policy of concealments. You 


ought to know the whole of your ſituation, 
a If the information be new to the Miniſtry, 
; let them take care to profit by it. I mean 
F to rouſe, to alarm the whole nation—to rouſe 
4 Vol. II, 2 the 
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the Miniſtry, if poſſible, who ſeem to awake 


— to nothing but the preſervation of their plac. 


es to awaken the King. 


0 B in the laſt ſpring, a motion wag 
made in Parliament, for enquiring into the 
ſtate of the Navy, and an augmentation of 
ſix thouſand ſeamen was offered to the Mi- 
niſtry. They refuſed to give us any inſight 
into the condition of the Navy, and rejected 
the augmentation, Early in June they 
received advice of a commencement of 
hoſtilities by a Spamiſh armament, which 
had warned the King's garriſon to 
quit an iſland belonging to his Majeſty. 
From that to the 12th of September, as if 
nothing had happened, they lay dormant. 
Not a man was raiſed, not a ſingle ſhip was 
put into commiſſion. From the 12th of 
September, when they heard of the firſt blow 
being actually ſtruck, we are to date the be- 
ginning of their preparations for defence. 
Let us now enquire, my Lords, what expe- 
dition they have uſed, what vigour they have 
exerted, We have heard wonders of the di- 
ligence employed in impreſſing, of the large 
bounties offered, and the number of ſhips put 
into commiſſion. Theſe have been, for ſome 


time 
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time paſt, the conſtant topics of Miniſterial 
boaſt and triumph. Without regarding the 
deſcription, let us look to the ſubſtance; I 
tell your Lordſhips that, with all this vigour 
and expedition, they have not, in a period 
of conſiderably more than two months, raiſ- 
ed ten thouſand ſeamen; I mention that 
number, meaning to ſpeak largely, though 
in my own breaſt, I am convinced that the 
number does not exceed eight thouſand. 


But it is ſaid they have ordered forty ſhips of 


the line into commiſſion. My Lords, upon 
this ſubje& I can ſpeak with knowledge—1 
have been converſant in theſe matters, and 
draw my information from the greateſt and 
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moſt reſpectable naval authority that ever 


exiſted in this country-1 mean the late 
Lord Anſon. The merits of that great man 
are not ſo univerſally known, nor his memo- 
ry ſo warmly reſpetted as he deſerved. To 
his wiſdom, to his experience, and care, 
(and I ſpeak it with pleaſure) the nation 
owes the glorious naval ſucceſſes of the laſt 
war. The ſtate of facts laid before Parlia- 
ment in the year 1756, ſoentirely convinced 
me of the injuſtice done to his character, that 


in ſpite of the popular clamours raiſed 


gain; him, in dire& oppoſition to the com- 
Q 2 | plaints 
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plaints of the merchants, and of the whole 
city, (whofe favour I am ſuppoſed to court 
upon all occaſions) I replaced him at the 
head of the Admiralty; and I thank God 
that I had rcfolutzon enough to do fo. In. 
ſtructed by this great ſeaman, I do affirm, that 
forty ſhips of the line, with their neceſſary 


attendant frigates, to be properly manned, 


require forty thouland ſeamen. If your 
Lordſhips are ſurpriſed at this aſſertion, you 


will be more ſo, when I aſſure you, that in 
the laſt war, this country maintained 85,co0 
ſeamen, and employed them all. Now, my 


Lords, the peace eſtabliſnment of your na- 
vy, ſuppoling it complete, and effective, 
(which by the by ought to be known) is ſix- 


teen thouſand men. Add to theſe the num- 


ber newly raiſed, and you have about twen- 
ty-five thouſand men to man your fleet. 1 
ſhall come preſently to the application of 
this force, ſuch as it is, and compare it with 
the ſervices, which I know are indiſpenſable. 
But firſt, my Lords, let us have done with 
the boaſted vigour of the Miniſtry, Let us 
hear no more of their activity. If your 
Lordſhips will recal to your minds the ſtate 
of this country when Mahon was taken, and 
compare what was done by Government at 

that 
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that time, with the efforts now made in very 
ſimilar circumſtances, you vill be able to 
determine what praiſe is due to the vigorous 


operations ol' the preſent Miniſtry. Upon 


the firſt intelligence of the invaſion of Mi- 
norca, a great fleet was equipped, and ſent 
out; and near double the number of ſeamen 
collected in half the time taken to fit out the 
prelent force, which pitiful as it is, is not yet, 
if the occaſion were ever ſo preſſing, in a 
condition to go to ſea. Conſult the returns, 
which were laid before Parliament in the 
year 1756. I was one of thoſe who urged a 
parliamentary inquiry into the conductof the 
Miniſtry. That Miniſtry, my Lords, in the 
midſt of univerſal cenſure and reproach, had 
honour and virtue enough to promote the 
inquiry themſelves. They ſcorned to evade 
it by the mean expedient of putting a pre- 


vious queſtion, Upon the ſtricteſt inquiry 


it appeared, that the diligence they had uſed 
in ſending a Squadron to the Mediterranean, 
and in their other naval preparations, was 


beyond all example. 


My Lords, the ſubje on which Lam ſpeak- 
ing, ſeems to call upon me, and I willing- 
ly take this occaſion to declare my opinion 
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?- upon a queſtion, on which much wicked 
pains have. been employed to diſturb the 
minds of the people, and to diſtreſs Govern- 
ment.— My opinion may not Be very popu- 
lar ; neither am I running the race of popu- 
larity. Iam myſelf clearly convinced, and 
I believe every man who knows any thing 
of the Engliſh navy will acknowledye, that 
without impreſſing, it is impoffible to equip 
a reſpectable fleet within the time in which 
ſuch armaments are uſually wanted. If this 
fact be admitted, and if the neceſſity of arm- 
ing upon a ſudden emergency ſhould appear 
incontrovertible, what ſhall we think of thoſe 
men, who in the moment of danger, would 
ſtop the great defence of their country. 
Upon whatever principle they may att, the 
act itſelf is more than fattion—at is labouring 
to cut off the right hand of the community, 
I wholly condemn their conduct, and am 
ready to ſupport any motion that may be 
made, for bringing thoſe aldermen, who have 
endeavoured to ſtop the execution of the 
Admiralty warrants, to the bar of this 
Houſe. My Lords, I do not reſt my opini- 
on merely upon neceſſity. - I am fatisfied 
that the power of impreſſing is founded 


i Ig * uſage: It is the confuc- 
tudo 


OP THE EARL OF CHATHAM. 


tudo Regn, and part of the common law 
prerogative of the crown. When I con- 
demn the proceedings of ſome perſons upon 
this occaſion, let me do juſtice to a man 
whoſe character and conduct have been moſt 
infamouſly traduced ; I mean the late Lord 
Mayor, Mr. Trecothiicł. 
reproach and clamour, he had firmneſs 
enough to perſevere in doing his duty. I do 
not know in office a more upright magiſtrate; 
nor, in private life, a worthier man. 


Permit me now, my Lords, to ſtate to your 
Lordſhips the extent and variety of the ſer- 
vice which muſt be provided for, and to 
compare them with our apparent reſources, 
A due attention to, and proviſion for theſe 
ſervices, 1s prudence in time of peace; in 
war it is neceſſity, Preventive policy, my 
Lords, which obviates or avoids the injury, 
is far preferable to that vindictive policy, 


which aims at reparation, or has no object 


but revenge. The precaution that meets 
the diſorder is cheap and eaſy; the remedy 
which follows it, bloody and expenſive, 
The firſt great and acknowledged object of 
national defence in this country, is to main- 
tain ſuch a ſuperior naval force at home, 
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CHAT that even the united fleets of France and 
J Spain may never be maſters of the Channel. 
If that ſhould ever happen, what is there to 
hinder their landing in Ireland, or even upon 
our own coaſt? They have often made the 
attempt: in King Wil/zam's time it ſucceed. 
ed. King James embarked on board a 
French fleet, and landed with a French army 
in Ireland. In the mean time the French 
_ were maſters of the Channel, and continued 
ſo until their fleet was deſtroyed by Admiral 
Ruſſel. As to the probable conſequences of 
a foreign army landing in Great Britain or 
Ireland, I ſhall offer your Lordſhips my 
opinion when I ſpeak of the actual condi- 

tion of our ſtanding army. 


The ſecond naval object with an Engliſh 
miniſter, ſhould be to maintain at all times 
a powerful weſtern ſquadron. In the pro- 
foundeſt peace it ſhould be reſpectable; in 
war it ſhould be formidable. Without it, 
the colonies, the commerce, the navigation 
of Great Britain, lie at the mercy of the 
Houſe of Bourbon. While Thad = honour 
of acting with Lord An/on, that able officer 
never ceaſed to inculcate upon the minds 
of his Majeſty's ſervants the neceſſity of 
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intaini CHAP! 
conſtantly maintaining a ſtrong weſtern CHAP 


ſquadron ; and I muſt vouch for him, that 


while he was at the head of the marine It 


was never neglected. 


The third object indiſpenſable, as I con. 
ceive, in the diſtribution of our navy, is to 
maintain ſuch a force in the Bay of Gibraltar 


as may be ſufficient to cover that garriſon, 


to watch the motions of the Spaniards, and 
to keep open the communication with Mi. 
norca, The miniſtry will not betray ſuch 
want of information as ta diſpute the truth 
of any of theſe propoſitions. But how will 
your Lordſhips be aſtoniſhed, when I inform 
you in what manner they have provided for 
thele great, theſe eſſential objects? As to the 
firſt, I mean the defence of the Channel, I 
take upon mylelf to affirm to your Lord- 
ſhips, that, at this hour (and I beg that the 
date may be taken down and obſerved) we 
cannot ſend out eleven ſhips of the line ſo 
manned and equipped that any officer of 
rank and credit in the ſervice ſhall accept of 
the command and ſtake his reputation up- 
on it, We have one ſhip of the line at 
Jamaica, one at the Leeward lands, and 
qne at Gibraltar; yet at this very moment, 
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for ought the miniftry kaow, both Jamaica 
and Gibraltar may be attacked; and if they 
are attacked (which God forbid) they mul 


| fall. Nothing can prevent it but the ap- 


pearance of a ſuperior ſquadron. It is true 
that, ſome two months ago, four ſhips of 
the line were ordered from Portſmouth, and 
one from Plymouth, to carry a relief from 
Ireland to Gibraltar. Theſe ſhips, my Lords, 
a week ago, were ſtill in port. If, upon their 
arrival at Gibraltar, they ſnould find the Bay 
poſſeſſed by a ſuperior ſquadron, the relief 
cannot be landed: and if it could be landed, 
of what force do your Lordſhips think it 
conſiſts? Two regiments, of four hundred 
men each, at a time like this, are ſent to ſe- 
cure a place of ſuch importance as Gibraltar! 
a place which it is univerſally agreed can- 
not hold againſt a vigorous attack from 
the ſea, if once the enemy ſhould be ſo 


far maſters of the Bay as to make a good 


landing even with a moderate ſorce. The 
indiſpenſable ſervice of the lines requires at 


leaſt four thouſand men. The preſent gar- 


riſon conſiſts of about two thouſand three 
hundred; ſo that, if the relief ſhould be for- 
tunate enough to get on ſhore, they will 
| | want 
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want eight hundred men of their neceſſary 
compkement, 


Let us now, my Lords, turn our eyes 
homewards. When the defence of Great 
Britain or Ireland 1s in queſtion, it is no lon- 
ger a point of honour ; it is not the ſecurity 
of foreign commerce, or foreign poſſeſſions; 
we are to contend for the very being of the 
ſtate. I have good authority to aſſure your 
Lordſhips that the Spaniards have now a 
fleet at Ferrol, completely manned and rea- 
dy to ſail, which we are in no condition to 
meet. We could not this day ſend out 


eleven ſhips of the line properly equipped, 


and to-morrow the enemy may be maſters 
of the Channel. It is unneceſlary to preſs 
the conſequences of theſe facts upon your 
Lordſhips minds. If the enemy were ta 
land in full force, either upon this coaſt .or 
in Ireland, where is your army? where is 
your defence? My Lords, if the Houle of 
Bourbon make a wiſe and vigorous uſe of 
the actual advantages they have over us, it 
is more than probable that on this day month 
we may not be a nation, What military 
force can the miniſtry ſhew to anſwer any 
ſudden demand? I do not ſpeak of foreign 

expeditions, 


\ 
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Alx. expeditions, or offenſive operations. I ſpeak 


1 of the interior defenc:: of Ireland, and of this 
country. You have a nominal army of ſe- 
venty battalions, beſides guards and cavalry, 

But what is the eſtabliſhment of thele battal- 
ions? Suppoſing they were complete to the 
numbers allowed (which I know they are 
not) each regiment would conſiſt of ſome. 

thing leſs than four hundred men, rank and 
file. Are theſe battalions complete ? Have 
any orders been given. for an augmentation, 
or do the miniſtry mean to continue them 
upon their preſent low eſtabliſhment? When 
America, the Weſt Indies, Gibraltar, and 
Minorca, are taken care of, conſider, my 
Lords, what part of this army will remain 
to defend Ireland and Great Britain? This 
ſubject, my Lords, leads me to oonſiderations 
of foreign policy and foreign alliance. It 
is more connected with them than your 
Lordſhips may at firſt imagine. When I 
compare the numbers of our people, eſtimat- 

ed highly at ſeven millions, with the popu- 
lation of France and Spain, uſually comput- 
cd at twenty-five millions, I ſee a clear, ſelf- 
evident impoſſibility for this country to con- 
tend with the united power of the houſe of 

Bourbon, merely upon the ſtrength of its 
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own reſources. They who talk of con- 
fining a great war to naval cperations only, 
ſpeak without knowledge or experience. 
Ve can no more command the diſpoſition 
than the events of a war. Where ever we 
are attacked, there we muſt defend. 

] have been much abuſed, my Lords, for 
ſupporting a war, which it has been the 
faſhion to call my German war. But I can 
afirm, with a clear conſcience, that, 
that abuſe has been thrown on me by 
men, who were either unacquainted with 
facts, or had an intereſt in miſrepreſent- 
ing them, TI ſhall ſpeak plamly and frankly 
to your Lordſhips upon this, as I do upon 
every occalion, Thar I did in Parliament 
oppoſe, to the utmoſt of my power, our en- 
gaging in a German war, is moſt true; and 
if the ſame circumſtance were to recur; I 
would act the fame part, and oppoſe it again. 
But when I was called upon to take a {hare 
in the adminiſtration, that meaſure was al- 
ready decided. Before I was appointed 
Secretary of State, the firſt treaty with the 
King of Pruſſia was ſigned, and not only 
ratified by the crown, but approved of and 
confirmed by a reſolution of both Houſes of 


Parliament, 
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CHAP. Parliament. It was a weight faſtened up- 
—— on my neck. By that treaty; the honour of 


1770. 


| .of the German Princes are either detrimen- 


the crown and the honour of the nation were 
equally engaged. How I could recede from 
ſuch an engagement; how I could adviſe 
the crown to deſert a great prince 1n the 
midſt of thoſe difficulties, in which a reliance 
upon the good faith of this country had 
contributed to involve him, are queſtions I 


willingly ſubmit to your Lordſhips candor. 


That wonderful man might, perhaps, have 
extricated himſelf from his difficulties with- 
out our aſſiſtance. He has talents which, 


in every thing that touches the human capa- 
city, do honour to the human mind. But 


how would England have ſupported that 


reputation of credit and good faith, by 


which we have been diſtinguiſhed i in Eu- 


rope? What other foreign power would 
have ſought our friendſhip ? What other 


foreign power would have accepted of an 
alliance with us? 


© But, my Lords, though I wholly con- 
demn our entering into any engagements 


which tend to involve us in a continental 


war, I do not admit that alliances with ſome 


tal 
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tal or uſeleſs. They may be, my Lords, not © TAL 
only uſeful, but neceſſary. I hope, indeed, "YF 
I never ſhall ſee an army of foreign auxili- 

aries in Great Britain; we do not want it. If 

our people are united; ifthey are attached 

to the King, and place a confidence in his 
government, we have an internal ſtrength 
ſufficient to repel any foreign invaſion. 

With reſpect to Ireland, my Lords, I am not 

of the ſame opinion. If a powerful foreign 

army were landed in that kingdom, with 

arms ready to be put into the hands of the 
Roman Catholics, I declare freely to your 
Lord{hips, that I ſhould heartily wiſh it were 
poſſible to collect twenty thouſand German 
proteſtants, whether from Heſſe or Brunſ- 
wick, or Wolfenbottle, or even the unpopular 
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| Hanoverian, and land them in Ireland. I 
wiſh it, my Lords, becauſe I am convinced 
that, wheneyer the caſe happens, we ſhall 
, have no Engliſh army to ſpare. | 
© I have taken a wide circuit, my Lords: 1 
1 15 


and treſpaſſed, I fear, too long upon your 
Lordſhips patience. Yet I cannot con- 
1 5 HAS 4 
clude without endeavouring to bring home 
your thoughts to an object more immedi- 
ately intereſting to us than any I have yet 
conſidered; 


. 
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- Conſidered; I mean the internal condition of 


this country. We may look abroad for 
wealth, or triumphs, or luxury; but England, 
my Lords, is the main ſtay, the laſt reſort of 
the whole empire. To this point every 
ſcheme of policy whether foreign or domeſ- 
tic, ſhoald ultimately refer. Have any 
meaſures been taken to ſatisfy, or to unite 


the people? Are the grievances they have ſo 


long complained of removed? or do they 
ſtand not only unredreſſed, but aggravated? 
Is the right of free election reſtored to the 
elective body? My Lords, I myſelf am one 
of the people. I eſteem that ſecurity and 
independance, which is the original birthright 
of an Engliſhman, far beyond the privileges, 


however ſplendid, which are annexed to the 


peerage. I myſelf am by birth an Engliſh 
elector, and join with the freeholders of 
England as in a common cauſe. Believe me, 
my Lords, we miſtake our real intereſt as 


much as our duty, when we ſeparate our- 
felves from the mals of the people. Can 


it be expected that Engliſhmen will unite 
heartily in the defence of a government, by 


| which they feel themſelves inſulted and op- 


preſſed? Reſtore them to their rights; that 


is the true way to make them unanimous. 
5 I; 
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{rom the throne, that can bring back peace 
and harmony to a diſcontented people- 


tered ſo long, that it has loſt its effect. Some- 
thing ſubſtantial, ſomething effectual muſt 
be done. 


© The public eredit of the nation ſands 
next in degree to the rights of the conſti- 


of Parliament, There is a ſet of men, my 
Lords, in the city of London, who are known 
to live in riot and luxury, upon the plunder 
of the ignorant, the innocent, the helpleſs— 
upon that part of the community, which 
ſands moſt in need of, and beſt deſerves the 
care and protection of legiſlature. To me, 
my Lords, whether they be miſerable job- 
bers of *Change-alley, or the lofty Aſiatic 
plunderers of Leadenhall-ſtreet, they are all 
equally deteſtable. I care but little whether a 
man walks on foot, or is drawn by eight hor- 
ſes or ſix horſes; if his luxury be ſupported 
by the plunder of his country, I deſpiſe and 
deteſt him. My Lords, while I had the ho- 
nour of ſerving his Majeſty, I never ven- 

Vol. II. R 


That inſipid annual opiate has been adminiſ- 


tution; it calls loudly for the interpoſition 


tured 
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tured to look at the Treafury but at x 


to diſtance; it is a buſineſs I am unfit for, and 


2750. 


to which I never could have ſubmitted. The 


little I know of it has not ſerved to raiſe my 

opinion of what is vulgarly called the monied 
Intereſt; T mean that blood-ſucker, that 
muckworm, which calls itſelf the friend of 
government—that pretends to ſerve this or 
that adminiſtration, and may be purchaſed, 
on the ſame terms, by any adminiſtration— 
that advances money to government, and 
takes ſpecial care of its own emoluments, 

Under this deſcription I include the whole 
race of commiſſiaries, jobbers, contractors, 

clothiers, and remitters. Yet I do not deny 
that, even with theſe creatures ſome ma- 
nagement may be neceſſary. I hope my 
Lords, that nothing I have ſaid will be un- 

derſtood to extend to the honeſt, induftri- 

ous tradeſman, who holds the middle rank, 

and has given repeated proofs, that he pre- 
fers law and liberty to gold. I love that 
claſs of men. Much leſs would I be thought 
to reflect upon the fair merchant, whoſe 
liberal commerce is the prime ſource of 
national wealth. I efteem his occupation, 
and reſpect his character. 


6, My 
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My Lords, if the general repreſentation, CHA ?- 
which I have had the honour to lay before / 
you of the ſituation of public affairs, has, in 
any meaſure, engaged your attention; your 
Lordſhips, I am ſure, will agree with me, 
that the ſeaſon calls for more than common 
prudence and vigour in the direction of our 
Councils. The difficulty of the criſis de- 
mands a wiſe, a firm and a popular admi- 
niſtration. The diſhonouzable traffic of 
places has engaged us too long. Upon this 
ſubject, my Lords, I ſpeak without intereſt 


e or enmity, I have no perſonal objettion to 
„ any of the King's ſervants. I ſhall never 
y Wl be miniſter; certainly not without full pow- 


er to cut away all the rotten branches of 
y MW Government. Yet, unconcerned as I truly 
1- WJ am for myſelf, I cannot avoid ſeeing ſome 
i- capital errors in the diſtribution of the royal 
K, WH favour. There are men, my Lords, who, if 
e- WT their own ſervices were forgotten, ought to 
at have an hereditary merit with the Houſe of 
ut Hanover; whole anceſtors ſtood forth in the 
ſe day of trouble, oppoſed their perſons and 
of Ml fortunes to treachery. and rebellion, and ſe- 
n, cured to his Majeſty's family this ſplendid 

power of rewarding.. There are other men, 


ly Wy Lords; (looking ſternlyat Lord Mansfield) 
R 2 who, 
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Exxix Who, to ſpeak tenderly of them, were ng 
> quite ſo forward in the demonſtrations gf 
their zeal to the reigning family ; there waz 
another cauſe, my Lords, and a partiality 

to it, which ſome perſons had not, at al 

times, diſcretion enough to conceal. I knoy 

I ſhall be accuſed of attempting to revive 
diſtinctions. My Lords, if it were poſſible, 


L would aboliſh all diſtinctions. I would no WY" 


wiſh the favours of the Crown to flow inva-M” 
riable in one channel. But there are ſome WM © 
diſtin&tions, which are inherent in the nature * 

of things. There is a diſtinction between 
right and wrong, — between Whig and | 
3 is 
ad 


When I ſpeak of an adminiſtration, ſuch 
as the neceſſity of the ſeaſon calls for, my pr 
views are large and comprehenſive. It muſt 
be popular, that it may begin with reputation. 
Alt muſt be ſtrong within itſelf, that it may pr 
proceed with vigour and deciſion. An ad- 
miniſtration, formed upon an excluſive ſyl- 
tem of family connexions, or private friend. 
fhips, cannot, I am convinced, be long ſup- A 
Ported in this country. Yet, my Lords, Nye 
no man reſpe&s, or values more than I do, 
that honourable connection, which ariſes i 
N from 
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tom a diſintereſted concurrence in opinion 
upon public meaſures, or from the ſacred 
bond of private friendſhip and eſteem. What 
[mean is, that no ſingle man's private friend- 
ſhips, or connexions, kwwever extenſive, are 


ſuſicient of themſelves, either to form or 


overturn an adminiſtration. — With reſpect to 
the miniſtry I believe, they have fewer rivals 
than they imagine. No prudent man will 
covet a ſituation ſo beſet with difficulty 
and danger. 


*I ſhall trouble your Lordſhips with - but 


a tew words more. His Majeſty tells us in 
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his ſpeech, that he will call upon us for our 


advice, if it ſhould be neceſſary in the farther 
progreſs of this affair.—It is not eaſy to ſay 
whether or no the miniſtry are ſerious in 
this declaration ; nor what is meant by the 


progreſs of an affair, which reſts upon one 


ed point, Hitherto we have not been 
called upon.—But though we are not con- 
lulted, it is our right and duty as the King's 


great, hereditary Council, to offer him our 


advice, —The papers, mentioned in the no- 
ble Duke's motion, will enable us to form a 
jut and accurate opinion of the conduct of 
ug Majeſty's ſervants, though not of the 
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actual ſtate of their honourable negotiation, 
The miniſtry too, ſeem to want advice. upon 


ſome points, in which their own ſafety is 


public ſalts, the reader will find in the note“. 


immediately concerned. They are now ba. 
lancing between a war which they ought to 
have foreſeen, but for which they have made 
no proviſion, and an ignominious compro- 


miſe, Let me warn them of their danger, 


If they are forced into a war, they ſtand 
it at the hazard of their heads. If, by an 
ignominious compromiſe, they ſhould ſtain 
the honour of the crown, or ſacrifice the 
rights of the people, let them look to the 
conſequences and conſider whether they 
will be able to walk the ſtreets in ſafety. 


The motion was negatived by the previ- 
ous queſtion, | 


There are many intereſting Facts in the 
negotiation concerning Falkland's Iflands, 
which not being related in the papers laid 
before Parliament, nor to be found in the 
public accounts of this tranſaction, it is 
preſumed, they may, without impropriety, 
be given in this place. The dates of the 


The 


* On the 20th of February, 1970, two Spaniſh frigates arrived 
u Port Egmont; and, in the name of the King of Spain, _ 
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The negotiation began on the 12th day Ax. 
of September, 1770. On that day the Bri- . 


tiſh 


all our people to evacuate the ifland, But Captain Hunt, who 
was the Engliſh commanding officer there, refuſed to obey; upon 
which the Spaniards took poſſeſſion of the iſland in the name of 
kis Catholic Majeſty, and gave the Engliſh notice, in form, to 
quit the ſame ia ſix months. 


On the 6th of March, Captain Hunt failed for England, leaving 
Captain Fermor at Falkland's Ifland, He thought it the moſt 
adviſable to bring intelligence of the above tranſaction to the 
Miniſtry. at home; and, at the {ame time, leave a force at the 
and, to watch the motions of the Spaniards. 


On the zoth of May, 1770, Captain Hunt arrived at Plymouth, 
and immediately ſet out for London, and agquainted the Lords of 
the Admiralty with every particular at Falkland's Ifl2nds. The 
King having expreſſed a deſire to ſee his jourval, it was carried 


to his Majeſty by Sir Edward Hawke. Some account of this 


affair having got into the public prints, the Miniſtry immediately 
contradicted it in the ſtrongeſt terms. Their writers aſſerted, 
that the Spaniſh frigates touched at Port-Egmont only to get freſh 
water; that the officers did not even go aſhore, &c. (See all the 
London newſpapers of June 9, 1770.) In about ſix weeks after 
the arrival of Captain Hunt, Prince Maſſerano, the Spaniſh 
Miniſter in London, acquainted Lord Weymouth, in a conference, 
that by that time the forces of his Catholic Majeſty were cere 
tainly in poſſeſſion of Falkland's Iſlands. Still no notice was 


taken. 


The affair was kept ſecret until the gth of September, when 
advice arrived from Spain, that Falkland's Iſlands were actually 
taken by the Spaniards. The ſame courier brought advice of 
the galleons being arrived at Cadiz. 


On the 13th of September, the Admiralty ordered ſixteen 
zuardſhips to be got ready. This was the firſt alarm. The 
locks fell conſiderably. More guardſhips were ordered, and 
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CHAP, \ tiſh Miniſtry ſent their firſt memorial to the 


XXXIX. 


— Court of Madrid. The Spaniſh Miniſter 


ve 


gave a ſhort anſwer, that as the King of 
Great Britain had no Miniſter at Madrid, 
the King of Spain would ſend his anſwer to 
Prince Maſſerano, his Miniſter at London 9. 


preſs warrants were iſſued. A few knew the cauſe, but the pub- 
lic were kept ignorant. Lord Holland, Lord Hertford, and ſeve- 
ral other miniſterial lords, and their friends, ſold large ſums out of 
the funds. The Duke of Bedford's party were for preſerving the 
peace at any rate; and Lord Rochford being of a different opinion, 
they tried to remove him. The King refuſed to comply with 
their wiſhes. | | 

A bon mot at this time deſeryes to be noted. Lord Hertford 
aſked Lord Rochford, at Court, Well, my Lord, what news— 


peace or war? Lord Rochford anſwered, T. hey are at ſeventy. | 
nine, ſeven-eighths, my Lord. 


[ During the negotiation between Mr. Pitt and Mr. Buſſy, in 
the year 1761, it was diſcovered that Mr. S, one of the 
clerks in the Secretary of State's office, GAMBLED in the public 
Funds, upon which be was inſtantly diſcharged. ] 


On the 22d of September, the Favourite frigate, Captain Fer- 
mor, arrived at Portſmouth, from Falkland's Iſlands, with the 
remainder of our people; the Spaniards having taken poſſeſſion 
of the Iſlands on the 24th of June, 1770, with a ſuperior force, 


Upon Sir James Gray leaiing Madrid in 2768, Mr, George 
Pitt, now Lord Rivers, was appointed! his ſucceſſor; but he never 
went: and the Secretary of the Embaſſy, Mr. Harris, now Lord 
Malmesbury, whom Sir James Gray left at Madrid, was the only 
repreſentative of the Britiſh Sovereign at that Court, Though at 
that time a young man, he conducted this negotiation, as far as he 
was concerned in it, with uncommon ability, and a very becoming 


ſpirit, k 
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It is neceſſary to obſerve, for the reader's C. A P. 
information, that the ſyſtem of the Britiſh yt 


Court, fince the acceition of the preſent 


King, has been to maintain two Cabinets— 


one offical, the other efficient. The official 
Cabinet, conſiſting of the official Miniſters of 
the ſeveral departments of the State, carried 
on the negotiation with the Court of Ma- 


drid. The efficient Cabinet, conſiſting of 


perſons of lower rank, ſuch as are common+ 


ly known by the denomination of fecond- 
rate-men, but who were honoured with the 


full and unlimited confidence of the Cloſet, - 
carried on at the ſame time a counter. nego⸗ 


tiation with the French Court. 


At the We of the negotiation, 
there was a diſpoſition in both theſe Cabi- 
nets, to reſent the inſult of the Spaniſh 
Court; but after the return of the Princeſs 
of Wales from the Continent, which was in 
the month of October, the tone of the effict+ 
ent Cabinet was changed; and they more 
than once, oppoſed with ſuccels, the official 
Miniſters, At length, on the fifteenth day 
of December, 1770, Lord Weymouth, wha 


was Secretary of State for foreign affairs, 
being wearied with delay and evaſion, pro- 


poled | 
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poſed in Conncil to recall Mr. Harris from 


Q Madrid. His Lordſhip followed the exam- 


ple of Lord Chatham, who, in 1761, pro- 
poled to recall Lord Briſtol from the ſame 
Court. Lord Weymoutl's propoſition was 
rejected; upon which he immediately re- 
ſigned. Lord Rochford ſucceeded to Lord 
Weymouth's department; and adopting Lord 
Weymouth's ſpirit, he adopted his Lordſhip's 
propoſition allo; for at · a Cabinet Council, 
held on the twenty-firſt, the propoſition to 
recall Mr. Harris was agreed to. Whate- 
ver happened between the fifteenth and the 
twenty-firſt, to occalion this change of opi- 
nion in the majority of the Cabinet, is not 
exactly known; but it was ſaid, that Prince 
Mafſerano had ſent a letter to Lord Roch- 


ford, written in ſuch ſtrong terms, as to in- 


duce his Lordſhip to menace the Cabinet 
with another reſignation, if the propoſition 
was not agreed to, 


On the twenty-ſecond, the counter nego- 
tiation of the efficient Council, began to 
emerge from its dark Chamber. The conh- 
dential Miniſter of the cloſet, held a con- 


ference with M. Francois, Secretary to the 


Embaſſy of France at the Court of London, 
| upon 
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npon the ſubject of terms of accommodation 
with Spain, This ſecret negouation was 


unknown to the French Miniſter, M. le Due 


de Chorſeul; who had entered fully into the 
deſigns of Spain, and had firmly reſolved to 
ſupport that power in her intend-d war with 
Great Britain, At this time, there was a 


ſtrong party in the French Court againſt 


Chorſeul, conſiſting of Madame Barre, the 
Princes of the Blood, the Prince de Soub:ze, 
and of other great perſons; who had, 
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for ſeveral months paſt, anxiouſly and 


eagerly wiſhed to procure the diſmiſſion of 
the Miniſter; but hitherto he had maintained 
his intereſt with the King, notwithſtanding 


all their efforts againſt him, The King was 


now advanced beyond the climatteric of life, 
and was affectionately attached to the ſea- 
ſon of peace: becaule it afforded him more 
opportunity to indulge in his favourite plea. 
ſures, than the period of war. For this rea- 


ſon M. Chorſeul had not acquainted the King 


with his deſign of co-operating with Spain ; 
by which he had flattered himſelf, that he 
ſhould obliterate the diſgraces of the late 
war. The deſign was diſcovered, or rather 
made known to Madame Barre; who im- 
mediately prejudiced the King fo ſtrongly 

againſt 


252 


CHAP, 


XXXIX. 
— 
1770. 


Reſigna- 
A 
Hawke, 


ANECDOTES AND SPEECHES 


againſt the project of his Miniſter, that he 
yeilded to her importunities; and diſmiſſed 
him from all his employments*, And, at 


the 


At the end of the year 1790, Lord Hawke quitted the Admi. 
raity, The following paper, which is taken from the public 
prints of that time, ſeems to explain this reſignation, and ſome 
other circumſances : 


January 15, 1777. 


If Sir Edward Hawke had followed the advice and example 
of his friends, he would not have been reduced to the diſhonoura- 
ble neceſſity of quitting the direction of the Engliſh nayy, at the 
very moment it is going to be employed againſt the foreign enemies 
cf England. To be left in employment, after Chatham and 
Granby had retired ;—to continue in it, in company with Gower and 
Hillſborough ; are circumſtances too diſgraceful ta admit af aggra- 
vation. It is natural to ſympathiſe in the diſtreſſes of a brave 
man, and to lament that a noble eſtate of reputation ſhould be 


ſquandered away in dehts has diſhonour contracted amongſt 
ſharpers. 


&« His Majeſty, God bleſs him, has now got rid of every man, 
whoſe former ſervices, or preſent ſcruples, could be ſuppoſed to 
give offence to her Royal Highneſs the Princeſs Dowager of Wales. 
Her-Royal Highneſs's ſcheme of Government, formed long before 
her huſband's death, is now accompliſhed. She has ſucceeded in 
diſuniting every party, and diſſolving every conncxion ; and, by 
the mere influence of the Crown, has formed an adminiſtration, 
ſuch as it is, out of the refuſe of thcm all. There are two lead- 
ing principles in the politics of St. James's, which will account 
for almoſt every meaſure of Government ſince the King's acceſſion, 
The firſt is, that the prerogative is ſufficient to make a lackey 
Prime Miniſter, and to maintain him in that poſt, without any re- 


gard to the welfare or to the opinion of the people. The ſecond 


js, that none but peiſons n in themſelves, or of tainted 
reputation, 
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the ſame time, exiled him to Chanteloux.— 
Several Engliſh, as well as French gentle 
men, 


reputation, ſhould be brought into employment. Men of greater 
conſequences and abilities, will have opinions of their own, and 
will not ſubmit to the meddling, unnatural ambition of a mother, 
who graſps at unlimited power, at the hazard of her ſon's de- 
ſtruction. They will not ſuffer meaſures of public utility, which 
have been reſolved upon in Council, to be checked and controuled 
by a ſecret influence in the cloſet. Such men conſequently will 
never be called upon, but in caſes of extreme neceſſity. When 
that ceaſes, they find their places no longer tenable. To anſwer 
the purpoſes of an ambitious woman, an Adminiſtration muſt be 
formed of more pliant materials; of men, who, having no con- 
nection with each other, no perſonal intereſt, no weight of conſi- 
deration with the people, may ſeparately depend upon the ſmiley 
of the Crown alone, for their advancement to high offices, and 


for their continuance in them. If ſuch men reſiſt the Princeſs 


Dowager's pleaſure, his Majeſty knows that he may diſmiſs them 
without riſquing any thing from their reſentment, His wiſdom 
ſuggeſts to him, that if he were to chuſe his Miniſters for any of 
thoſe qyaliuies, which might entitle them to public eſteem, the 
nation might take part with them, and reſent their diſmiſſion. As 
it is, whenever he changes his ſervants, he is ſure to have the 
people, in that inſtance, on his ſide. 


« The Princeſs Dowager having now carried her plan of Ad- 
miniſtration into effect, it is not te be wondered that ſhe ſhould be 
very unwilling to expoſe herſelf, and her ſchemes, to the uncer- 
tain events of a foreign war. She knows that a diſaſter abroad 
would not only defeat the cunning plan of female avarice and am- 
bition, but that it might reach farther. The mothers of our 
Kings have heretofore been impeached; and if the precedents 
are not ſo compleat as Bey ſhould be, they will Amit of improve- 
ments.“ 


T6 


253 

C HAP; 

. 

— 
1770. 


254 
CHAP. 
XXXIX: 


— 
1770. 


ANECLOTES AND SPEECHES 
men, and perſons of high tank, viſited him 
in his exile; He was the firſt exiled French 

Miniſter, 


| To this explanation 6f the prevailing rourt ſyſiem of the period, 
it may be very proper to add a ſhort account of another prominent 
trait in the character of the Britiſh government. The death of 
the Princeſs Dowager of Wales, which happened a few years after. 
wards, made no difference in the exiſtence of this trait. Her po. 
litical influence was only transferred. 


The official miniſters, of the ſeveral departments, had been 
choſen from the time of the acceſſion, under the politics of Lord 
Bute, not upon account of any qualification of merit they poſſeſſed; 
but upon the condition of perfect obedience to thoſe perſons, who 


were honoured with the confidence of the cloſet. And that the 


condition of this obedience might be the more delicately enforced; 
it was the policy of the authors of this plan, and conſequently 
the uſual practice and courſe of buſineſs, that theſe confidants 
ſuggeſted the ſeveral meaſures which they thought proper to have 
purſued, Their ſuggeſtions being adopted, they were again ſug- 
geſted to the reſponſible miniſters; who, in this mode of tranſact- 
ing public buſineſs, were aſsured that they were to anſwer only in 
an eficial manner; that is, each man, in, and for, his own de- 
pariment only. This was ſuch a refinement of reſponſibility, as 
thoſe who had framed the ſafe-guards of the Conſtitution, at the 
time of the Revolution, had never conceived. In this mode of 
executing official duty, there ſeemed to be a reſponſibility, and 
yet there was none; for the crown being the executive power, the 
meaſures were decided and adopted, according to the opinion of 
the ſecret adviſers. It is ſcarcely poſſible for jealouſy itſelf, to 
imagine a pandemonium more dangerous than this. In approba- 


tion of this ſyſtem, and this practice, a number of perſons, who 


were favourites at Court, and who diſtinguiſhed themſelves by the 
appellation of King's Friends, promulgated, in language quite 
unreferved, That His Majefly was always bite minifter. The 


beſt comment upon this text is, the diminution of the Britiſh em- 


-pire, in conſequence of the war with America. It was to this 
i | ſyſtens 


| Gy of March, 32779, inſerted i in chapter 37. 
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Miniſter, who had ever been ſo honoured 


liſh viſitors, (General John Burgoyne) he 


candidly informed ham of one part of his 


plan againſt Great Britain, if the war had 
commenced, which he intended—lIt was 
to have landed an army in Effex; to have 
proceeded with the utmoſt rapidity to Lon- 
don, where they were to have burned the 
Bank and the Tower, particularly the firſt; 
but to have commnted no other depredation 
whatever, and then to have returned with 
the ſame expedition. The troops were to 
have had no other baggage or incumbrance, 
than their knapſacks. His principal object 
was, to annihilate the Public Credit of 
Great Britain, which he conceived the de- 
ſtruction of the Bank in London, would 
perfectly accompliſh. It muſt be owned the 
leheme is feaſible, and, perhaps not imprac- 
ticable. There are always veſſels enough 


at Calais and Dunkirk for ſuch an expedi- 


tion; and the vicinity of the garriſoned 
towns facilitates the aſſembling of an army, 
without creating an alarm. The anecdote 


ſyſtem that Lord Chatham alluded, in his ſpeech on the been 


may 
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had rejected. This reſult was ſent to Paris, 


tirely into the poſſeſſion of the King of France 


\ ANECDOTES AND SPEECHES 


may ſerve to put future miniſters oh their 
guard; for, at that time, we had no force 
in any ſituation, to impede the operation, 
had it been attempted. 


On the twenty-ſeventh day of December, 
1770, the King of Spain held a grand 
Council; the reſult of which was, nothing 
more than a repetition; in different words, 
of the ultimatum which Lord Weymouth 


to be firſt communicated to M. de Choiſeul, 
and then to be forwarded to London; but 
that Miniſter being diſmiſſed, the diſpatches 
came into the King's own hands, on the ſe- 
cond day of January 1771. The King read, | 
and retained the diſpatches; and immedi- | 
ately ſent advice to the Catholic King, that 
he had been totally ignorant of the correſ- 1 
pondence, and deſign of his Miniſter ; and 
that he was reſolved not to enter into the 
war: at the ſame time, offering his media- 
tion in the preſervation of peace. The Ca- 
tholic King in his anſwer, put himſelf en- 


—he laid no reſtraint on his brother King, 
e but to preſerve his honour”—he referred 


the whole caſe to him, Information of all 
= : thele 
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theſe circumſtances was regularly ſent to 
M. Francois at London. He, and not the 
Ambaſſador, was made the Confident. But; 
in conſequence of the Catholic King's re- 
ference to the King of France, full powers 
to treat, were ſent to the Count de Gicines 
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the French Miniſter at London, with an 


aſſurance, that further powers would be ſent 
to Prince Maſſerano. Theſe diſpatches 
arrived in London on the fourteenth day 
of January 1771. The Spaniſh Ambaſſa« 
dor, however; refuſed to concur in any 
negotiation, declaring his reaſon to be, that 
as Mr. Harris was recalled, he could not 
negotiate upon any terms; expecting that 
his own recall would be the immediate con- 
ſequence; Five meſſengers were then ſent 
to Mr. Harris, by different 1 to order 
him back to Madrid “*. 


Vol. II. 8 5 While 


* This explains Lord Rochford's letter to Mr. Harris, which 


*therwiſe appears inexplicable, 


2 St. James, January 18, 17713 
SIR; ; | 


Tür KinG having reaſon, from the information he has re- 


ceived, to believe that Prince de Maſſerano has orders to make 
freſh propoſitions of ſatisfaction ſor the injury done to his Majeſty 
at Falkland's Iflands, I am to ſignify to you his Majeſty's pleaſure 
that you return to the Court of Madrid, in order that you may be 


read y 


a., 
$4 : 
| A 
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While Lord Rochford was negotiating - 


with Prince Maſſerano, Mr. Stuart Mac- 


kenzie was negotiating with Monſ. Francois, 


At length, about an hour before the meeting 
of Parliament, on the twenty-ſecond of Ja- 
nuary 1771, a declaration was ſigned by the 
Spaniſh Ambaſſador, under French orders 
and a French indemnification, for the reſti- 
tution of Falkland's Iſlands to his Britannic 
Majeſty ; but the important condition, upon 
which this declaration was obtained, was 
not mentioned in the declaration. This con- 
dition was, That the Britiſh forces ſhould 
evacuate Falkland's Iſlands as ſoon as con- 
venient after they were put in poſſeſſion of 
Port and Fort Egmont. And the Britiſh 


Miniſtry engaged, as a pledge of their ſin- 


ready to hear any thing, which the Miniſters of his Catholic Ma- 
jeſty may have in charge to ſay to you, on the ſame ſubject, and to 
carry on the uſual intercourſe between the two Courts, in caſe the 
above-mentioned propoſitions ſhould prove ſatisfactory, and as in 


the preſent circumſtances your appearance at Madrid is very mate- 


rial, it is his Majeſty's pleaſure, that you ſbould not loſe any time 
in your journey, on account of private affairs or inconvenience ; 
and that you ſhould remain there till his Majeſty ſhall think proper 
to fill your place by a Miniſter of higher character. 


Im, Kc. ROCHFORD. 


cerity 


7 
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terity to keep that promiſe, that they would 
be the firſt to diſarm, 


Two days after the Spaniſh Ambaſſador 
kad figned the declaration, he received or- 
ders of recall ; but his fate was like that of 
Mr. Harris, in a ſhort time afterwards. he 
received orders to remain. 


During the month of February 1771, the 


Spaniſh Miniſter at Madrid, hinted to Mr, 
Harris, the intention of the Spaniſh Court, 
to require of the Britiſh Miniſtry, 'a. per- 
fettion of engagements, as they were mutually 
underſtood. Mr. Harris's dil) patch, con- 
taining this hint, was received by the Mi- 
niſtry on the fourth of March. Three days 
afterwards; a Spaniſh meſſenger arrived, 
vith orders to Prince Maſſerano, to make 
a poſitive demand of the ceſſion of Falk- 
land's I{lands, to the King of Spain. The 


* Theſe facts are confirmed by Count de Guines, in his memo- 
tial againſt Meſſieurs Torr, Roger and Depelch, who had charged 
him with gambling in the Engliſh funds: 


Colonel Barre declared in the Houſe of Commons, that Mon- 


teur Francois realized upwards of half a million ſterling, by 


gonbling in the Engliſh funds, during the period of this nego- 


tation. 
8 2 | Spaniſh 
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Spaniſh Ambaſſador firſt communicated his 


information of theſe orders to the French 


Ambaſſador, with a view of knowing if he 
would concur with him in making the de. 
mand. On the fourteenth they held a con- 

ference with Lord Rochford on the ſubjeR, 
His Lordſhip's anſwer was conſonant to the 
ſpirit he had uniformly ſhewn. In conſe. 
quence of this anſwer, meſſengers were ſent 
to Paris and Madrid. The reply from 
France was civil, but mentioned the Family 
Compact. The anſwer from Spain did not 
reach London till the twentieth of April. 
In the mean time, the Miniſters held ſe- 
veral conferences with Mr. Stuart Macken- 
zie The reſult of the whole was, the Eng- 
Iſh ſet the example to diſarm; and Falk- 
land's Iſlands were totally evacuated and 
abandoned in a {ſhort time afterwards ; and 
have ever ſince been in the poſſeſſion of the 
Spaniards.— The Britiſh armament coſt the 
nation between three and four millions of 
money, beſides the expence and inconveni- 
ence to individuals, 


It is impoſſible to quit this ſubject, with- 
out offering an obſervation upon the ſyſtem 
of maintaining a DouBLE CABINET at this 
time 


a oy — reg? — pi. - _ —_— 


mg | 
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time in the Britiſh Court ; equally notorious, 
unconſtitutional, diſgraceful, and 1njurious, 
as well to the honour of the Crown, as to 
the intereſt of the country. 


No perſon will heſitate to ſay, that one 
of theſe cabinets was always under a parti- 
cular influence. The whole ſeries of this 
chapter, as well as the Jong note in it, con- 
cerning the reſignation of Lord Hawke, and 
the ſubſequent explanation of the Court- 
Syſtem in the ſame note, indiſputably an- 
nounce, that there was eſtabliſhed in the 
Britiſh Court, a ſyſtem of government, that 
can be explained only by the maſter-key 
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of ſecret influence. And when we look over 


the names of thoſe, who have riſen, in a 
lew years, from ſituations of 1ndigence ta 
thoſe of affluence and the peerage, (the 
commis of Lord Bute for example, as well 
as others) we are not to wonder at circum- 
ſtances, which, prima facie, are inexplica- 
ble; without the recollection of collateral 
events, Lord Bute gave upwards of one 


hundred thouſands for his eſtate in Bedford- 


Ire, very ſoon after the peace of 176g. 
dee the extract from the eſſays of Anti- 
Sganus, in a note in chapter xx. A de- 


83 ſeription 
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e libel. To this bow-ſtring the truth of bil. 


tory is often ſacrificed, 


CHAP. N. 


Lord Chatham renews the Diſcuſſion of the Middle. 
Jex Eledion—Attacks Lord Mansfield's doctrine 
of Libels—Interruption of the Duke of Manchep- 
te. Violent diſturbance made by the Court Party 
—The Minority ſecede — Motion reſpecting Gib- 
raltar The Spaniſh Declaration Remaris by 

Lord Chatham His Queſtions intended for the 

Judges Lord Chatham's Speech on the Motion 

to reſcind the Reſolution concerning the Middleſes 

Election Lord Chatham's Motion to addreſs the 

King to diſſolve the Parliament—His wiſh to go 

to America. 


: \ 


en Ar. N the 28th of Nov. 1770, Lord Chat. 
XL. | 98 

— Y- ham moved, © That the capacity to 

LordChat- %s * a repreſentative of the Commons 


ham re- 


news the in Parliament, being under known reſtric- 


di ſcuſſion 


oftheMid- tions and limitations of law, an original ins 
Eletion. herent right of the ſubject, may be cogniz- 
able by law, and '1s a matter wherein the 
juriſdiction of the Houſe of Commons 
(om unappealable as to the ſeat of their 


member) 


. 


Or THE FARL OP CHATHAM. 


member) 1s not final or concluſive.” 
Lordſhip was very diſpaſſionate, clear, and 
ſtrong; enlarging on all the points of the 
Middleſex election. He urged the neceſſity 
of diſſolving the Parliament, as a meaſure 


chat would give univerſal ſatisfaction. That 


as to the impropriety of the two Houſes of 
Parliament quarrelling, it would be of no 
worle conſequence than in 1704, and it is a 
point that ought to be ſettled ; the liberty 
of che ſubjett, the right of election, were 
invaded by an arbitrary vote of the other 


Houſe, which, though only one branch of 


the legiſlature, had aſſumed the power of the 
whole. The people neither had, nor could 
have any confidence in a Houſe of Com- 
mons which had committed ſo flagrant a 
violation of their deareſt right. The pre- 
ſent Houſe Commons vere become odious 
in the eye of the preſent age, and their me- 
mory would be deteſted by poſterity. Their 
having ſubſtituted Col. Luttrell for Mr. 


Wilkes, he inſiſted, demanded the ſevereſt 


puniſhment—required a diſſolution. 


Towards the end of his ſpeech he made 


© His © 


L779% 


He attacks 
Ld. Mans- 
field 's dogs 


a digreſſion, to introduce another grievance, ine of 


- which, he ſaid, he was informed prevailed 
in 


Libel. 
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in the courts of law, reſpecting juries in the 


> caſe of libels, and the judgment of the Court 
which followed. He conceived the direc. 
tion of the Judge, not formerly, but lately 


given to juries, to be dangerous and uncon- 


ſtitutional, and the judgment of the court, - 


in many caſes, to have been cruel and vin- 
dictive. The matter of libel—of public 
libel—was generally a political matter; and 
the queſtion, whether a pa per was a libel or 
not, was not a queſtion of law, but a queſ- 
tion of politics, in which Miniſters indulged 
their paſſion of revenge, .and the courts of 
law became their inſtruments of gratifica- 


tion, See Appendix T, 


Lord Mansfield, after many compliments 


to Lord Chatham, maintained his doctrine 
reſpeRling libels 


Lord Chatham replied, * that if he con- 
ceived the noble Lord on the woolfack right, 
his doctrine was, “ That a libel, or not a 
libel, was a matter of law, and was to be 
decided by the Bench; and the queſlion to 
be left to the jury to determine, was 2 


the fact of printing and publiſhing:“ 


Which! Lord Mansfield aſlented, His 2 
be 
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ſhip then expreſſed his aſtoniſhment, declar- t. 
ing, © that he had never underſtood that to ons 
be the law of England, and expreſſed his 

wiſh, © that a day might be appointed for an 
enquiry into the conduct “ of the Judges 

who had advanced ſuch a dottrine.” His 
Lordſhip obſerved, that in a late caſe, it was 
declared from the Bench, that if the verdict, 

inſtead of guilty of printing and publiſhing 

only, had been guilty of printing and pub- 

liſhing, without the word only, the officer 

of the court would have entered it on the 


: 72 b 
record gualty,' I 


Lord Chatham's obſervations on the courts 
of law, reſpecting libels, occaſioned Lord 
Mansfield to move, that the Houſe might 
be ſummoned on Monday the 11th of De- 
cember. It was univerſally ſuppoſed that 
Lord Mansfield was reſolved to enter fully 
into the ſubject on that day; but when the 
time arrived, Lord Mansfield only told their 
Lordſhips that he had left a paper with the 
clerk for their peruſal, This brought up 


* Lord Chatham, who ſaid, that the ver- 
dict of the jury, in the caſe to which the 
paper alluded, was © guilty of printing and 

publiſhing 
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publiſhing only ;” ; that two motions had 
been made in the court upon this verdi8; 
one, in arreil of judgment, by the defendant, 
grounded upon the ambiguity of the verdict 


the other by the counſel of the crown, to 


enter up the verdict according to the legal 
import. On both motions a rule to ſhey 
cauſe was granted, and in a ſhort time after 
the matter was argued before the Court, 
The noble Judge, when he delivered the 
opinion of the Court upon the verdict, went 
regularly through the whole of the pro- 
ceedings at NM Prius, as well the evidence 
that had been given as his own charge to the 
jury. This proceeding would have been 
very proper, had a motion been made from 
either ſide for a new trial; becauſe either 
a verdict given contrary to evidence, or an 


improper charge by the Judge at Mi Prius, 


is held to bg a ſufficient ground for granting 
a new trial: but when a motion is made in 
arreſt of judgment, or for eſtabliſhing the 
verdict by entering it up according to the 


legal import of the words, it muſt be on the 


ground of ſomething appearing on the record; 
and the Court, in conſidering whether the 
verdict ſhall be eſtabliſhed or not, are ſo 


| | confined to [we rccord, that they cannot 


3 


take 
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take notice of any thing that does not ap- ERAS 


pear on the face of it; to make uſe of the 


legal phraſe, thzy cannot travel out of the 
record, The noble Judge did travel out of 
the record, I affirm, therefore, that his 
conduct was IRREGULAR, EXTRAJUDICIAL 


and UNPRECEDENTED; and I am ſure there 


iz not a lawyer in England that will con- 
tradift me. His real motive for doing what 
he knew to be wrong, was, that he might 
have an opportunity of telling the public 
extrajudictally, that the other three Judges 


agreed with him in the doctrine laid down 


in che charge, R 


Lord Camden aſked, if Lord Mansfield | 


meant to have his paper entered upon the 


Journals. To which Lord Mansfield an- 
ſwered, No! No! only to leave it 7 with the 
Clerk. 


— 


After this buſinefs was over, the Duke of 


Manchefter roſe. His Grace began with 
deſcribing the ſtate of the nation, and parti- 


cularly the ſtate of Gibraltar and Minorca; 
the former of which, he ſaid, was utterly de- 
tenceleſs—Here his Grace was interrupted 
by Lord. Gower, who deſired that the Houſe 


might 


* 


177. 


Interru 
tion of To 
Duke of 
— 


263 | ANECDOTES AND SPEECHES 


CHAP. might be cleared of all but thoſe who had a 

_ right to fit there. There was a ſtanding 

order of the Houſe, he ſaid, that none but 
Peers ſhould come there. 


Len The ſtanding order of the Houſe was then 
nc made read, when the Duke of Richmond got up, 
Foutperty and defended what the Duke of Mancheſter 
had ſaid, obſerving, that though 1t was very 
true any Lord had a right to order the Houſe 
to be cleared, yet that their doing it now 
would alarm the people, who would imme- 
diately ſuppoſe they were afraid their pro- 
ceedings ſhould be known. Immediately a 
violent outcry aroſe, and all became noiſe, 
clamour, and confuſion. Clear the Houſe ! 


Clear the Houſe! was echoed from fide to 


fide. The Lords Denbigh and Marchmont 


particularly diſtinguiſhed themſelves in puſh- 
ing out the Members of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, as well as ſtrangers. The Duke of 
Richmond attempted to {peak, but his voice 
was drowned 1n the clamour, Lord Chat- 
ham, ſhocked at the indecency of ſuch a 
proceeding, roſe, hoping that his age, his 
fervices, his character, would obtain atten- 
tion; but theſe were not the charms to ſoothe 
that great aſſembly. Hapds, voices, legs, 

were 


wed „ that . 
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were all employed to prevent the noble cr. 
Lord (whoſe ſeat in that Houſe was the — 

reward of having ſaved the nation) from 
being heard at this moment. 


Lord Chatham continued ſpeaking, with- 

out being heard, for ſome time. He ſent the 
Duke of Richmond to the Speaker (Lord 
Mansfield) to acquaint his Lordſhip that he 
wanted to ſpeak to the conſtruction of the 
ſtanding Order. But he could not be heard. 
The taſte was evidently for Lord Denbigiis 
and Lord Marchmont's eloquence. Lord 
Chatham, at length wearied out with inſult, 
declared, that if he was not to have the pri- 
vilege of a Lord of Parliament, and to be 
allowed the exerciſe of free debate, it was 
needleſs and idle for him to attend Parlia- 
ment. He left the Houſe; and about eigh- winority 
teen Lords had dignity enough to feel their 
own diſgrace in the inſult offered to him, and 
left the Houſe to its own madneſs. 


No ſooner were theſe noble perſons re- 
tired, than, as if the deſign of the Miniſtry 
had been to tell the world, that the preſence uy 
ot thoſe noble Lords was the only circum- | A 
ſtance that prevented their committing the bi 
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moſt violent abſurdities, they loſt all diſcre: 
tion, and inſiſted on the Members of the 
Houſe of Commons being turned out in 
the crowd. Some of the Members of the 
Houſe of Commons repreſented that they 


were in the act of their duty, attending with 


a Bill; they were, however, forced to with- 
draw till the meſſage was delivered; and 


they then attended their Bill in a pretty large 


body. They had no ſooner delivered the 
Bill, than the outcry began again; time 
was not given them to ſee whether they 
would return of their own accord, but they 
were, in an unworthy, unprecedented man- 
ner, literally driven out of the Houſe. 
Next day (December 12) the Duke of 
Mancheſter made the motion he was prevent- 
ed making the day before, and which was, 
to deſire his Majeſty would be pleaſed to 


ſend a proper force to Gibraltar, and the 


iſlands of Minorca and Jamaica, for their 


neceſſary and ſufficient defence at this time. 


He ſhewed the naked ſtate of all our poſſeſſi- 
ons abroad, and our defenceleſs ſtate at 


home; and all this was owing, he ſaid, to the | 
incapacity and puſillanimity of the King's 


Miniſters, who were abhorred at home and 
deſpiſed abroad, 
1 2 Lord 
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Lord Chatham confirmed this melan- Nr. 
choly ſtate of our affairs; and added, that 


he had received 1ntelligence of 4 plan being Lend 


formed to attack Siiure . 
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1000 Sandwich ſaid, there might be ſuch 
a plan; and what then? Gibraltar, he ſaid, 
was open to the ſea, and we could retake it, 
if we pleaſed; though, upon the whole, he 
did not think it was of much Importance, 


The motion was negatived, 


On the 25th day of January, 1771, the motion 
Spaniſh Ambaſſador's Declaration concern- the Spa 
ing Falkland's Iſlands being laid before Par- elan, 
lament, the Duke of Mancheſter moved, 
that the papers reſpecting the negotiation 


| beallo laid before the Houle. 


Lord Rochford moved an amendment, re- 
{training the motion to the ſubject of Falk- 
land Iflands. Lord Sandwich moved ano- 
ther amendment, which, the Duke of Rich- 
mond ſaid, narrowed the motion. Lord 
Sandwich ſaid, his amendment, inflead of 
narrowing,enlarged the motion; upon which, 


PF 
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. | Lord 
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Lord Chatham remarked; that this gene: 
rolity, in giving more than was aſked; was 


very ſuſpicious ; that if Adminiſtration had 


no objection to what was aſked; why not 
give it without making any alteration in the 
motion? People would ſuſpe that ſome. 


thing was meant to be concealed; He ſaid 


he would not go into the matter of the De- 
claration; but that, upon the face of it, it 
appeared an ignominious compromiſe. It was 
no ſatis faction no reparation. The rig 
was not ſecured, and even the reſtitution was 
incomplete; that Port Egmont alone was 


reſtored, not Falkland's Iſlands.” 


The amendments being negatived, the 
Duke of Richmond moved, That the letters 
which paſſed between the Britiſh and French 
Miniſters on this ſubje& be laid before the 
Houle. 


Lord Rockford ſaid he knew of none. 


Lord Chatham ſupported the Duke of 
Richmond's motion. He ſaid, their Lord- 
ſhips ought never to take the word of a mi- 
niſter ; that the refuſing this motion ſhew- 
ed that ſome tranſaction with France had 
paſſed 
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paſſed, perhaps not paßers or memorials. Nl. 
As Lord Rochford ſaid none had paſſed, he —— 


believed him; but tliat France had interfered, 1770, 
he ſaid, he knew to be a fact that could not 


— 
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be denied.” 1 
This motion was negatived. | q 
1 
On the 5th day of February, Lord Chat- Quetion _ Bp 
zum moved, that the following queſtions Judges 4 
be put to the Judges: : il 
| it. Whether, in conſideration of law, 
f the Imperial Crown of this realm can hold 
any territories, or poſſeſſions, thereunto be- 
longing, otherwiſe than in ſovereignty, 
e « 2dly. Whether the Declaration, or in- 3 9 
strument for the reſtitution: of the port and | 
h bort called Egmont, to be made by the 
de Catholic King to his Majeſty, under a reſer- 
ration of diſputed right of ſovereignty ex- 
piolled in the Deelaration or inſtrument 
ſlipulating ſuch reſtitution, can be accepted | | 
i or carried into execution, without derogat- | 
1 ing from the maxim of law before referred to, a 
0. touching the inherent and eſſential dignity of 0 
T the crown of Great Britain,” 5 
ad The motion was negatived. H 
ed W vor. IL Te On j 
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On the 19th day of F ebruary, Lord Chats 


> 4 

—— ham ſpoke againſt a motion for an addreſy | 
. to the King on the Convention with Spain, 
But the Editor has not been informed that | 
any notes of either of theſe Ipeeches were 
taken. 
On the goth day of April, 1771, the Duke 
Motion to of Richmond made a motion to: reſcind the 
reloluuon. refolution of the Houſe reſpecting the . 
Middleſex Election. ' 
"ANA Lord Chatham ſupported this motion in 
Chatham, the ſtrongeſt and warmeſt terms. He enter. \ 
ed largely into the conſideration of the ſtate . 
of the country; the depraved ſyſtem of go- h 
vernment, which had, in a very few years, . 

reduced us from a moſt flouriſhing to a molt 


miſerable condition. He went through the 
whole proceedings of the Houſe of Com-. 
mons in the late buſineſs of the Printers, 
and arraigned every part of it in the ſtrong- 
eſt terms. He warmly defended the City 
Magillrates in the conſcientious diſcharge of 
their duty ; that the Houſe, in committing 
them to the Tower, without hearing their a 
defence upon the point of privilege, had been Wi 41 
guilty of a groſs and palpable act of tyranny ; Nu 
that 
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of Shoreham in defence of an agreement to 
ſell a borough by auction; and had refuſed 
to hear the Lord Mayor of London in de- 
fence of the laws of England; that theit ex- 
punging; by force; the entry of a recogni- 
zance; was the act of a mob, not of a Parlia- 


at once at the whole ſyſtem of the laws: that 
it was folely to the meaſures of government, 
cqually violent and abſurd, that Mr. Wilkes 
n owed all his importance; that the King's 
. WH Miniſters, ſupported by the laviſh concur- 
e tence of the Houſe of Commons, had made 


0. him a perſon of the greateſt conſequence in 
„e kingdom: that they had made him an Al- 
lt WY derman of the city of London, and Repteſen- 
he ¶ tative of the county of Middleſex; and now 
"we 


they will make him Sheriff, and; in due 
courſe, Lord Mayor of London; that the 
proceedings of the Houſe of Commons, in 
regard to this gentleman made the very 
name of Parliament ridiculous; that after 
repeated reſolutions, by which they had de- 
cared him amenable to their juriſdiction, 
they had ſhamefully abandoned the point 
at laſt; and, in the face of the world, ac- 

T 2 knowledged 


ment; that their daring to aſſume a power of 
{topping all proſecutions by their vote, ſtruck 


Tr 
mat they had heard the proſtituted electors & H f. 
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knowledged him to be their maſter. That 
there remained but one poſſible remedy for 
the diſorder, with which the Government of 
this country was notoriouſly infected; that 
to ſave the name and inſtitution of Parlia- 
ments from contempt, this Houſe of Com- 
mons muſt be diſſolved. This, he hoped, 
miglit reſtore good government on one ſide 
—good humour and tranquillity on the 

other; yet that this was rather a hope in him 
than any ſanguine expectation. He ſeared 


that it might prove only a temporary and 


partial remedy; that to reſiſt the enormous 


influenc of the Crown, ſome {lronger barri- 


ers muſt be erected in defence of the conſl1- 


tution. That formerly the inconveniences. 


of ſhortening the duration of Parliaments had 
great weight with him; but now 1t was no 
longer a queſtion of convenience; the Summa 
Rerum is at ſtake ; your whole conſtitution 
is giving way; and, therefore, with the molt 
deliberate and ſolemn conviction of his un- 
derſtanding, he now declared himſelf a 
Convert to Tytennial Parliaments. His Lord- 
ſhip concluded with deſiring that the Houle 
might be ſummoned for next day, declaring 
his intention to move an Addreſs for the 


diſſolution 


diſſolution of the preſent Parliament. — The CHAP. 


motion was negatived, 9 


Accordingly, on Wedneſday the firſt of Lo 


hatham's 


May, which was next day, his Lordſhip motion for 


an addreſs 


moved,“ That an humble Addreſs be pre- tothe King 
ſented to his Majeſty, moſt dutifully and ne. 
earneſtly beſeeching his Majelty, that under 


the late violations of the rights of the Elec- 


tors of Great Britain, in the election for 
| Middleſex, {till unredreſſed, and in the pre- 

ent conflict which has ſo unhappily ariſen | 
, between the claims of the Houle of Com- 

a mons on one ſide, and thoſe of the people 

on the other, his Majeſty will, in his pater- 

„nal wiſdom, deign to open the way to com- 

0 poſe this alarming warfare; and that, in or- 

0 der to prevent the ſaid Houſe, and the Na- 

non, from being involved in intemperate 

n diſcuſſions of undefined powers, which in 

ſt 


the extreme may endanger the conſtitution, 
and tend to ſhake the tranquillity of the 
kingdom, his Majeſty will be graciouſly 
pleaſed to recur to the recent ſenſe of his 
people, by diſſolving, after the end of this 
ſelſion, the preſent Parliament, and calling 
with convenient diſpatch, a new Parliament.” 


1 He 


ho,” a 


wy - z 
_ 4 «ad u 
— * OT — — 


. 


— 
— P 34% 
„ - — 


-- 


278 


CHAP, 
1 


* 1771. 


His wiſh 


to go to 
America. 


ANECDOTES AND SPEECHES - 


He went through all the arguments which 
had been formerly uſed on this lubjett; and 
— the concluſion of his ſpeech, he 
ſaid, that though no man prided himſelf 
more on his attachment to his native coun- 
try, yet the proceedings of thoſe people who 
called themſelves its governors, had render 
ed it ſa diſagreeable to him, that was he but 
ten years younger, he would ſpend the re- 


mainder of his days in a country (meaning 


America) which had already given the mol 
brilliant praofs of its independent ſpirit; 
nor ſhould my advanced age (continued he) 
even now prevent me, did not conſiderations 
of the laſt conſequence (my bodily inſirmi- 
ties) interſere.— The motion was negatived. 


The ſeſſion ended on the 8th of May, 1771. 
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CHAP. I. 


Two intereſting Anecdotes of the origin of the 


England—Lord Chatham's Speech againſt quar- 


tering Troops in Aue rica His Speech ee 
the —_— Bill. 


D U RING the two ſucceeding ſeſſions 
Lord Chatham did not attend Parlia- 
ment. Recent experience had convinced 
h m, that his eloquence, his lagacity, his 
character, were of no eſtimation, in an aſ- 
ſembly, where arguments more tangible than 
words, had made ſo deep an impreſſion up- 


onthe majority, that no language, no ſenſeof 


honour or of danger, had power to awaken 
them to a juſt conception of their own dul- 
grace and inſignifica ncy. 


In the year 1774, the affairs of America 
brought him forward again. Nothing elle 
could, He reſolved to make every attempt 


he was able, to avert the deſtruction, which 


he ſaw was inſeparably attached to.the mea- 
lures the Miniſtry were purſuing, 


Ta: The 


American War— Impoſitions upon the People of 
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The Hiſtory of the riſe and progrefs of 
the American war, has been given in ſevera] 
books. But there are two Facts, reſpecting 
its origin, which ſeem to have eſcaped the 
obſervation their importance deſerves, 


The firſt is reſpecting the Eaſt India Com- 


| „ the duties to be paid in Ames, 


rica on paper, paint, and glaſs, were repeal. 
ed, it was pretended, that the Tea duty 
(which had been impoſed by the ſame Act 
of Parliament) was left ſtanding, to ſerve the 
Company. But this was not the fact. The 
tax was left unrepealed to preſerve the 71g/t, 


as it was called, to tax the Colonies, That 


was the true motive. The ſervice of the 
Eaſt India Company made no part of the 
conſideration. The tea {ent to Boſton was 
that ſort called Bohea, which was conler- 
ring no favour on the Company, but tlie 
reverſe; for that ſort of tea was no burden 
to the Company. It was the ſort called 
Singlo, which lay heavy on their hands, and 
of which all *their warehouſes were full. 


But the reſolution was agrecd to in a prevale 


Committee, when only three ;perions were 
preſent: Mr. Bolton was chairman. A mat- 
ter of ſuch importance ought to have been 

agitated 


2 
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agitated in a full Committee, which conſiſts 
of eleven, The truth is, the Bohea was 


more ſaleable than the Singlo; it was there- 


fore, the reſolution of the Cabinet to ſend 
the moſt ſaleable ; preſuming that the temp- 
tation to purchaſe being greater by the of- 
ter of good tea, than by the offer of an inſe- 
rior ſort, ſome of the Americans might be 
thereby induced to barter liberty for luxury, 


and, perhaps, a ſchiſm might be created a- 


mong them. Had the queſtion of deter- 


mining the kind of tea to be ſent to Ame- 


rica, been agitated in a full Committee, it is 


more than probable, that the intereſts of the 


Company would have prevailed over the 
views of the cabinet at St. James'ss When 
the Directors were informed of the conduct 
of the Committee, they explained this dif- 
tinction of the tea to. the Miniſtry, and wiſh- 


ed to have the Singlo ſubſtituted. But the 


Miniſtry would not conſent. It was again 
objected to, at the Miniſter's houſe. To the 


laſt application, Lord North, being perhaps 
_ wearied with repreſentations on the ſubject, 


ſaid “ It was to no purpoſe making objecti- 
ons, for the- 
were his Lordſhip's words; and he added, 

. « That 


would have it fo.” Theſe 
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0 G « « That the 


oY with America®.” 


meant to try the queſlion 


The 


* The Author of Hiſtorical © Remarks on the Taxation of Free 
States, formerly a reſpectable Member of Parliament“, written in 
the year 1778, relates an anecdote of Engliſh taxation, which, as 
the book is in few hands, it may not be improper to inſert here, 
[The author printed only fifty copies.] 


It was told me, "ey the Author, by an intelligent and moſt 

| reſpectable Member of the laſt Parliament (Mr. White, of Retford), 
That worthy old gentleman lived in friendſhip with Sir Robert 
Walpole, and I believe is the only man of that deſcription, who 
never took an emolument from the Minifter. He gave me this 
account of his giving up the Exciſe ſcheme. The bill, having 
been oppoſed in every ſtage, was ordered to be reported. The 
queſtion for its being reported, was carried by a inajority of 
ſixty. The nation was in a ferment, and there had been ſome 
dangerous riots, | 


« On the evening before the report, Sir Robert ſummoned a 
meeting of the principal Members, who had ſupported the Bill, 
It was very largely attended. He reſerved his own opinion to 
the laſt: But perſeverance was the unanimous voice. It was ſaid 
all taxes were obnoxious, and there would be an end of ſupplies, 
if mobs were to controul the Legiſlature in the manner of raiſing 
them. When Sir Robert had heard them all, he aſſured them, 
% How conſcions he. was of having meant well; but in the preſent 
inflamed temper of the people, the act could not be carried into 
execution without an armed force. I hat there would be an end of 
the liberty of England, if ſupplies were to be raifed by the ſword. 
If, therefore, the reſolution was, to go on with the Bill, he would 
immediately wait upon the King and deſire his Majeſty's permiſſion 
to reſign his office; for he would not be the Miniſter to enforce 
taxes, at the expence of blood.“ 


A * For Liverpool. | 
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The other anecdote is reſpetting the pro- H 


ceedings at Boſton. —The tea was conſigned 
to the Governor's ſon at Boſton, When the 
veſſels withthe tea arrived there, the people 
aſſembled on the wharfs in great multitudes, 
in order to prevent the tea being landed, 
Several merchants, and other perſons of 
the firſt conſequence in Boſton, ſolemnly 
aſſured Captains of the veſlels, that the in- 
habitants of the town were unanimouſly re- 
ſolved not to ſuffer the tea to be landed, 
The Captains finding this oppoſition, ſoli- 
cited the Governor's permiſſion to return to 
England; for the King's ſhips. were ſtationed 
in ſuch a poſition at the mouth of the har- 
bour, that no veſſel could eſcape their vigt- 


© No perſon appearing deſirous of taking that office upon him- 
ſelf, Sir Robert gave notice, that he would adjourn the report for 
fix months: which he did the next day. 


« Tyranny is known, not by the foil, but by the fruits. Ang 
the hardeſt ſlaveries have been ſuffered in thoſe ſtates, where the 
forms of a free conſtitution remain; but where a ſpirit of juſtice, 
licerty and virtue exiſts ng more. p. p. 80 and 87. 


And in another place, he tranflates theſe words from Ariſtotle , 
« Tyrants, therefore, love to be ſerved by the orſt of men; 
they delight in ſervility; and their meaſures requ an implicit 
obedience, to which men of liberal ſpirit cannot ſtoop.” 


2 Polite J. 5 3. 120. 
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CHAP. lance. The Governor anſwered, that he 
—— could not permit them to depart, until they 


1771. 


had obtained proper clearances. The olli 


cers of the Cuſtoms refuſed to grant clear. 


ances until their cargoes were landed. This 


legal preciſion was not obſerved at the other 


ports in America, where the Captains find- 


ing they could not land their cargoes of 
tea, were permitted to return to Europe, 
without breaking bulk. But Boſton ſeems 
to have been the place fixed upon 10 bry the 
queſtion. If the Governor had aſſiſted the 
Captains, the tea might have been landed 
without much difficulty: it might have been 
put into the barges of the men of war, 
then lying there, and being eſcorted by the 
marines, it might have been ſafely lodged 
in the King's warchouſes, But the deſign 


was otherwiſe. The Captains were obliged 


to connive at the deſtruction of the tea, in 
order to obtain their clearances, to return 
to England. The town Was afterwards pu- 
niſhed for this att of neceſſity, which might 
have been avoided. Thus the civil war 
was creaggd—to try the queſtion ®* And 

"," the 


Nothing can more ſtrongly ſhew the fixed reſolution of the 
Court on this point than the words of his Maj eſty's anſwers, to 
| | L 


he 


— 


/ — 
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the Governor ( Hutchinſon ) was afterwards ng. 
rewarded with a large penſion. —There were 
many other provocations given to the Ame- * 
ricans, beſides the Tea Act; all uniformly 
tending to exaſperate them to reſiſtance. 


* 


Upon this occaſion the Miniſtry reſorted deen. 


ons upon 


| ' a the people 
to the ſame methods to deceive the nation, —— 


which had been ſo ſucceſsfully practiſed by 
their predeceſſors, and during the Adminiſ- 
tration of the Earl of Bute ; viz. Hiring a 
number of writers, hiring a number of netuſ- 


papers, and hrinling an immenſe number of 


pamphlets, which were ſent free of poſtage 
and expence, to every part of the kingdom. 
At the ſame time, all thoſe writers and 
printers, who preſumed to arraign the con- 
duct of Miniſters, were proſecuted in the 
Court of King's Bench. Addreſſes, highly 
flattering to Miniſters in their conteſt with 
America, were procured from every venal 
borough and town. By the hired pens of 
Dr. S. Johmſon, Meſſrs. Dalrymple, Mac- 
pherſon, Stewart, Lind, Knox, Nauduit, &c. 
and other artifices, the nation was again * 


the many petitions which were preſented to him, beſeeching and 
imploring him, repcatedly, to prefer ve his dominions. Tue rea- 
der will find them in the Appendix, Z. 


deluded 
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deluded and duped. Upon this partichlat 
ſubject, to impoſe on the people, and recon. 


cile them to this war of felony and ſuicide, 


Miniſters had the aſſiſtance of another de- 
icription of men, who were not leſs zealous, 
and, if poſſible, more dangerous. Thele 


| were the American refugees—who were dri- 


ven out of their own country, becauſe they 
were traitors to it. Theſe unceaſingly prac- 
ticed the moſt diabolical impoſitions, through 
the channels of all the miniſterial newſpa- 
pers; and by pamphlets, arraigning the 
conduct of the Britiſh officets, in the baſeſt 
terms; and poſſeſſing a geographical know. 
ledge of the country, they were enabled to 
give a ſpecious appearance of veracity, to 
the moſt infamous fallhoods. It is neceſſary 
to mention theſe impoſitions, for although 
every material circumſtance telating to this 
conteſt, has heen publiſhed in ſome ſhape or 
other, yet it will require a nice diſcriminat- 


ing eye, and a correct judgment, to diſtin- 


guiſh, on many points, the true from the 


falſe, repreſentation—ſo artful and plauſi- 


ble, ſometimes is the laſt, 


1d. Chat- 
ham's 
Speech a- 


On the 27th day of May 1774, Lord 


gzatqur- Chatham attended the Houſe of Lords, on 


tering 
Troops in 
Amer; 


the 


or THE EARL OF CHATHAM. — 28% 


the third reading of a bill for quartering e.“ 
ſoldiers in America. He ſaid — My Lords, 3 
the unfavourable ſtate of health under 

which I have long laboured, could not pre- 

vent me from laying before your Lordſhips 

my thoughts on the bill now upon the table, 


and on the American affairs in general. 


B ccc 


n 

4 r 
* 

a © wes of 


If ve take a tranſient view of thoſe mo- 

tives which induced the anceſtors of our 0 
fellow- ſubjects in America to leave their na- 
| tive country, to encounter the innumerable 
| difficulties of the unexplored regions of the 
weltern world, our aſtoniſhment at the pre- 
lent conduct of their deſcendants will natu- 
rally ſubſide, There was no corner of the 
world into which men of their free and enter- 
priſing ſpirit would not fly with alacrity, 
rather than ſubmit to the {laviſh and tyran- 
nical principles, which prevailed at that pe- 
riod in their native country. And ſhall we 
wonder, my Lords, if the deſcendants of 
k ſuch illuſtrious characters ſpurn, with con- 

tempt, the hand of unconſtitutional power, 

that would ſnatch from them ſuch dear- 

bought privileges as they now contend for ? ; 

q Had the Britiſh Colonies been planted by | 


- — r vos > 
» — ea, : 2 i 
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any other kingdom than our own, the inha- 
L bitants 


— 


288 


CHAP, 
XLI. 


ANECDOTES AND SPEECHES 


bitants would have carried with them tha 


— chains of ſlavery, and ſpirit of deſpotiſm 


1774+ 


but as they are, they ought to be remem- 
bered as great inſtances to inſtruct the world, 
what great exertions mankind will naturally 
make, when they are left to the free exer- 
ciſe of their own. powers. And; my Lords, 


notwithſtanding my intention to give my 


hearty negative to the queſtion now before 


you, I cannot help condemning, in the ſe- 


vereſt manner, the late turbulent and un. 
warrantable conduct of the Americans in 
fome inſtances, particularly in the late riots 
of Boſton. But, my Lords, the mode which 
has been purſued to bring them back to a 
ſenſe of their duty to their parent ſtate, 
has been fo diametrically oppoſite to the 
fundamental principles of found policy, 


that individuals, poſſeſſed of common un- 


derſtanding, muſt be aſtoniſhed at ſuch pre- 
ceedings. By blocking up the harbour of 
Boſton, you have involved the innocent 
trader in the ſame puniſhment withthe guilty 
profligates who. deſtroyed your merchan- 
dize; and inſtead of making a well con- 
certed effort to ſecure the real offenders, 


you clap a naval and military extinguiſher 


over their harbour, and puniſh the crime of 
| a few 
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a few lawleſs depredators aii their abettors, cHa P3 
upon the whole body of the inhabitants. 


WWW 
1774s 


My Lords, this country is little obliged 
to the framers and promoters of this tea- 
tax. The Americans had almoſt forgot, in 
their exceſs of gratitude for the repeal of 
the ſtamp act, any intereſt but that of the 
mother country; there ſeemed an emula. 
ton among the different provinces; who 
ſhould be moſt dutiful and forward in their 
expreſſions of loyalty to their real benefac- 
tor; as you will readily perceive by the 
following letter from Governor Bernard to 
a noble Lord then in office. 


The Houſe of Repreſentatives, (fays 
he) from the time of opening the ſeſſion 
o this day, has ſhewn a diſpoſition to avoid 
all diſpute with me; every thing having, 
paiſed with as much good humour as I could 
defire. They have acted, in all things, with 
temper and moderation; they have avoided « 
ſome ſubjects of diſpute, and have laid a 
foundation for removing ſome cauſes of for- 
mer-altercation; 
Vol. II. 


=; This 
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CHAP, This, my Lords, was the temper of the 
— Americans; and would have continued ſo, 
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had it not been interrupted by your fruitleſ 
endeavours to tax them without their con- 
ſent: but the moment they perceived your 
intention was renewed to tax them, undera 
pretence of {: rving the Eaſt India Company, 


their reſentment got the aſcendant of their 


moderation, and hurried them into actions 
contrary to law, which, in their cooler hours, 
they would have thought on with horror; 
for I ſincerely believe, the deſtroying of the 


tea was the effect of deſpair. 


But, my Lords, from the complexion 
of the whole of the proceedings, I think 
that Adminiſtration has purpoſely irritated 
them into thoſe late violent acts, for which 
they now ſo ſeverely {mart ; purpoſely to be 
revenged on them for the victory they 
gained by the repeal of the ſtamp att; 


meaſure to which they ſeemingly acquieſced 


but at the bottom they were its real enemies 
For what other motive could induce the 
to dreſs taxation, that father of America 
ſedition, in the robes of an Eaſt India Di 
rector, but to break in upon that mutua 


Peace ' 
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peace and harmony, which then ſo happily C * 8 


ſubſiſted between them and the mother 


N 


My Lords, I am an old man, and would 
adviſe the noble Lords in office to adopt a 
more gentle mode of governing America; 
for the day is not far diſtant, when America 
may vie with theſe kingdoms, not only in 
arms, but in arts alſo. It is an eſtabliſhed 
fact, that the principal towns in America 
are learned and polite, and underſtand the 
conſtitution of the empire as well as the no- 
ble Lords who are now in office; and con- 
ſequently, they will have a watchful eye over 
their liberties; to prevent the leaſt encroach- 
ment on their hereditary rights; 

This obſervation is ſo recently exem- 
plified in an excellent pamphlet, which 
comes from the pen of an American gentlez 
man, that I ſhall take the liberty of reading 
to your Lordſhips his thoughts on the com- 
petency of the Britiſh Parliament to tax Ame- 
rica, which, in my opinion, puts this inter- 
elting matter in the cleareſt view. 


Us The 


1774. 
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«© The High Court of Parliament (ſays 
he) is the ſupreme legiſlative power over 


the whole empire; in all free ſtates the con- 


ſtitution is fixed; and as the ſupreme legiſla- 
ture derives its power and authority from 
the conſtitution, it cannot overleap the 
bounds of it, without deſtroying its own 
foundation. The conſtitution aſcertains and 
limits both ſovereignty and allegiance: and 
therefore his Majeſty's American ſubjetis, 
who acknowledge themſelves bound by the 
ties of allegiance, have an equitable claim 
to the full enjoyment of the fundamental 
rules of the Engliſh conſtitution; and that 
it is an eſſential unalterable right in nature, 
ingrafted into the Britiſh conſtitution as a 


fundamental law, and ever held ſacred and 
irrevocable by the ſubjects within this realm 


—that what a man has honeſtly acquired, 1s 
abſolutely his own; which he may freely 
give, but which cannot be taken from hin 
without his conſent,” | 


* This, my Lords, though no new doc- 
trine, has always been my received and un- 
alterable opinion, and I will carry it to my 
grave, that this country had no right unde! 


heaven to tax America, It is contrary to all 
- 
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the principles of juſtice and civil polity, 
which neither the exigencies of the ſtate, 
nor even an acquieſcence in the taxes, could 
juſtify upon any occaſion whatever. Such 
proceedings will never meet their wiſhed-for 
ſucceſs; and, inſtead of adding to their mi- 
ſeries, as the bill now before you moſt un- 
doubtedly does, adopt ſome lenient mea- 
ſures, which may lure them to their duty ; 
proceed like a kind and affectionate parent 
over a child whom he tenderly loves; and, 
inſtead of thoſe harſh and ſevere proceeds 
ings, paſs an amneſty on all their youthful 
errors; claſp them once more in your fond 
and affectionate arms; and I will venture to 
affirm you will find them children worthy 
of their fire, But ſhould their turbulence 
exit after your proferred terms of forgive- 
nels, which I hope and expect this houſe 
will immediately adopt, I will be among the 
foremoſt of your Lordſhips to move for ſuch 
meaſures as will effectually prevent a future 
relapſe, and make them feel what it is to 
provoke a fond and forgiving parent! a 
parent, my Lords, whoſe welfare has ever 
been my greateſt and moſt pleaſing conſola- 
tion, This declaration may ſeem unneceſ- 
ary ; but I will venture to declare, the period 


U3 is 
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. is not far diſtant, when ſhe will want the 
aſſiſtance of her moſt diſtant friends: but 
ſhould the all-diſpoling hand of Providence 
prevent me from affording her my poor af. 
fiſtance, my prayers ſhall be ever for her 
welfare—Length of days be in her Tight hand, 
and in her left riches and honour ; may her 
ways be the ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her 
paths be peace! ip 


92 1774 


The bill paſſed. 


Lord Chatham, alſo attended on the feven- 


teenth day of June 1774, on the reading 
of the Quebec Bill, which he likewile 
"oppoſed. | 


His fpeech © Fe ſaid, it would involve. a large pro- 


| againſt the 


$12 vince in a thouſand difficulties, and in the 


worſt of deſpotiſm, and put the whole peo- 
ple under arbitrary power; that it was a 
moſt cruel, oppreſſive, and odious meaſure, 
tearing up juſtice and every good principle 
by the roots; that by aboliſhing the trial by 
Jury, together with the Rabens Corpus, he 
ſuppoſed the framers of the bill thought 
that mode of proceeding moſt ſatisfattory ; 
whilſt every true Engliſhman was ready to 


lay 


We 
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hy down his life ſooner than loſe thoſe two 
bulwarks of his perſonal ſecurity and pro- 
perty. The merely ſuppoſing that the Ca- 
nadians would not be able to feel the good 
ellects of law and freedom, becauſe they had 
been uſed to arbitrary power, was an idea 
as ridiculous as falſe. He ſaid, the bill el- 
tabliſhed a deſpotic government in that 
country, to which the royal proclamation 
of 1763 promiſed the protection of the Eng- 
liſh laws. Here the noble Lord read part 
of the proclamation; and then entered into 
the power veſted in the Governor and Coun- 
cil; the whole mode of which, he ſaid, was 
tyrannical and deſpotic. He was particu- 
larly ſevere on the bad conſequences that 
would attend the great extenſion of that 
province. The whole of the bill appeared 
to him to be deſtructive of that liberty, which 
ought to be the ground-work of every con- 
ſtitution. Ten thouſand objections, he was 
confident, might be made to the bill; but 
the extinction of the mode of trial above 
mentioned was a very alarming - circum- 
lance, and he would pronounce him a bold 
man who propoſed ſuch a plan. 


U 4 © When 
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* When his Lordſhip came to the rehigt- 


— ous part of the bill, he directed his diſcourſe 


1774+ 


to the Bench of Biſhops, telling them, that 
as by the bill the Catholic religion was made 
the eſtabliſhed religion of that vaſt conti- 
nent, it was impoſſible they could be ſilent 
on the occaſion. He called the bill a child 


of inordinate power, and deſired and aſked 


if any of that Reverend Bench would hold 


it out for baptiſm. He touched again on 


the unlimited power of the Governor in ap- 
pointing all the members, and who might 
gonſiſt of Roman Catholics only. 


He alſo took notice of an amendment 


' which had been made in the Houle of Com: 


mons, which was a new clauſe, repeading lo 


much of the Act of Reformation of the iſt 


of Elizabeth as relates to the Oath of Su- 
premacy, and ſubſtituting a common oath 
of allegiance in its place. This act of Eli. 
zabeth, he ſaid, had alw ays been looked up- 
ON as one that the legiſlature had no, more 
right to repeal, than the Great Charter, o! 
the Bill of Rights' — But in this he was 
greatly miſtaken; for though ſeveral of the 
Reyerend Bench were preſent, not one of 

them 
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them made the ſmalleſt objection to the g! 
clauſe they all divided with the Miniſtry. . 


1. 
The Duke of Glouceſter divided with Lord 
Chatham againſt the Bill, but they were in 
a minority, 


The ſeffion ended on the twenty-ſecond 
day of June, and on the laſt day of Sep- 


d tember the Parliament was ſuddenly diſ- 
a ſolved®, 
Js 
it 
CHA P. XLII. L 
nt Lord Chatham's motion to withdraw the Troops 
* from Boſton His Bill for quieting the troubles 
10 in America His Bill rejected - Receives the 
| Thanks of the City of London for his Bill. 
" ON the 2gth day of November, 1774, the c 7+ ] 
uy new Parliament met. On the 2oth * 


1773» 


. day of January, 177 5. Lord Dartmouth, 
then Secretary of State, &c, produced the 
official American papers. 


* During the ſummer, Lord Mansfield went to Paris. At this 
time the Court of Great Britain may be ſaid to have had bree 
ambaſſadors at the Court of France Lord Stormont, the official; 
Mr, Forth, the confidential ; and Lord * the efficient. 
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The Earl of Chatham, after ſtrongly con. 
demning the dilatorineſs of Adminiſtration, 
&c. proceeded as follows: 


— * But as I have not the honour of 
accels to his Majeſty, I will endeavour to 
tranſmit to him, through the Conſtitutional 
channel of this Houſe, my ideas of America, 
to reſcue him from the miſadvice of his 
preſent Miniſters. I congratulate your Lord- 


ſhips, that the buſinels is at /aſt entered up- 


on by the noble Lord's F laying the papers, 
before you, As I ſuppoſe your Lordſhips 


too well apprized of their contents, I hope 


I am not premature, in ſubmitting to you 
my preſent motion; 


- 6 That an humble addreſs be preſented to 


his Majeſty, humbly to defire and beſeech 
his Majeſty, that in order to open the way 
towards a happy fettlement of the dangerous 
troubles in America, by beginning to allay fer- 
ments and ſoften animoſities there; and above 
all, for preventing in the mean time any ſud- 


* This ſpeech, and that of the 18th of November, 1197, were 
taken by the ſame gentleman; and it has been affirmed by ſevera] 
perſons who heard the noble Lord on both days, that they contain 
very ſtrong and peculiar marks of — 


t Lord Dartmouth, 


den 


* 
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den and fatal cataſtrophe at Boſton, now ſuf. 
fering under the daily irritation of an army 
before our eyes, poſted in their town; it may 
graciouſly pleaſe his Majeſty that immediate 
orders be diſpatched to General Gage, for 
removing his Majeſty's forces from the town 
of Boſton, as ſoon as the rigour of the ſea- 
ſon, and other circumſtances indiſpenſable 
to the ſafety and accommodation of the ſaid 
troops, may render the ſame practicable,” 


J with, my Lords, not to loſe a day in 
this urgent, preſſing criſis; an hour now loſt 
in allaying ferments in America, may pro- 
duce years of calamity ; for my own part, I 
will not deſert, for a moment, the conduct 
of this weighty buſineſs, from the firſt to the 
laſt; unleſs nailed to my bed by the extre- 
mity of ſickneſs, I will give it unremitted at- 
tention; I will knock at the door of this 
ſleeping and confounded Miniſtry, and will 
rouſe them to a ſenſe of their important 
danger. 


When I ſtate the importance of the 
Colonies to this country, and the magnitude 
of danger hanging over this country, from 
the preſent plan of miſ-adminiſtration prac- 
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tiſed againſt them, I deſire not to be under. 
ſtood to argue for a reciprocity of indu. 
gence between England and America, [ 
contend not for indulgence, but juſtice to 
America; and I ſhall ever contend, that the 


Americans juſtly owe obedience to us in a li- 


mited degree they owe obedience to our or- 
dinances of trade and navigation; but let the 


line be ſkilfully drawn between the objects 


of thoſe ordinances, and their private, inter- 
nal property; let the ſacrednels of their pro- 
perty remain inviolate; let it be taxable on- 
ly by their own conſent, given in their pro- 
vincial aſſemblies, elſe it will ceaſe to be pro- 
ßerty. As to the metaphyſical refinements, 


attempting. to ſhew that the Americans are 


equally free from obedience and commer- 
cial reſtraints, as from taxation for revenue, 
as being unrepreſented here, I pronounce 


them futile, frivolous, and groundleſs. 


When I urge this meaſure of recalling 
the troops from Boſton, I urge it on this 
preſſing principle, that it is neceſſarily pre- 
paratory to the reſtoration of your peace, 


and the eſtabliſhment of your proſperity. 


It will then appear that you are diſpoſed to 
treat amicably and equitably; and to conſi- 
ö b 4 


* As. 


4 


der, reviſe, and repeal, if it ſhould be found CHAS 
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neceſſary, as I aftirmrit will, thoſe violent ©, 


acts and declarations which have diſſemina- 3 
ted confuſion throughout your empire. .. an 


* Reſiſtance to your acts was neceſſary as 
it was juſt; and your vain declarations of the 
omnipotence of Parliament, and your impe- 
rious doctrines of the neceſſity of ſubmiſſion, 
will be found equally impotent to convince, 
or to enſlave your fellow ſubjects in America, 
who feel that tyranny, whether. ambitioned 
by. an individual part of the legiſlature, or 
the * bodies who compoſe it, is equally in- 
tolerable to Britiſh ſubjects. 


The means of enforcing this thraldom 
are found to be as ridiculous and weak in 
practice, as they are unjuſt in principle. In- 


* A favourite idea prevailed, and was often urged in argument 
by Adminiſtration, “ that abſolute paſſive obedience is due to all 
acts of the legiſlature, which muſt not in any caſe whatever, be 
“ queſtioned, much leſs reſiſted by the people.” Mr. Locke thought 
otherwiſe, But, in truth, it is a point rather of practical policy. 
If, however, the poſtulatum were admitted in ſpeculation, the in- 
ference will not reach from Weſtminſter to Boſton. It never was 
proved, that our Lords Spiritual and Temporal had privilege in 
America; and that our Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes, were 
their Repreſentatives, | | 
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deed I cannot but tee] the moſt anxious 
> ſenlibility for the ſituation of General Gage, 


and the troops under his command; think- 


ing him, as I do, a man of humanity and un- 
derſtanding; and entertaining as I ever will, 
the higheſt reſpect, the watmeſt love, for 
the Britiſh troops. Their ſituation is truly 
unworthy z penn'd up—pining in inglorious 
inactivity. They are an army of impotence. 


' You may call them an army of ſafety and of 


guard; but they are in truth an army of 


impotence and contempt: and, to make the 


folly equal to the diſgrace, they are an army 
of irritation and vexation, 


But I find a report creeping abroad, that 
Miniſters cenſure General Gage's inactivity: 
let them cenſure him—it becomes them—it 


becomes their juſtice and their honour.—l 


mean not to cenſure his inactivity; it is a 
prudent and neceſlary inaction: but it is a 
miſerable condition, where diſgrace is pru- 
dence, and where it is neceſſary to be con- 
temptible. This tameneſs, however con- 
temptible, cannot be cenſured; for the firſt 
drop of blood ſhed in civil and unnatural war 
might be immedicabile vulnus. 


I therefore 
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ſhips, immediately to adopt this conciliating 
meaſure. I will pledge myſelf for its imme- 


diately producing conciliatory effects, by its 


being thus well-timed : but if you delay till 
your vain hope ſhall be accompliſhed, of 
triumphantly dictating reconciliation, you 
delay for ever. But, admitting that this 
hope, which in truths deſperate, ſhould be 
accompliſhed, what do you gain by the im- 
poſition of your victorious amity?—you will 
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be untruſted and unthanked. Adopt, then, 


the grace, while you have the opportunity 
of reconcilement; or at leaſt prepare the 
way. —Allay the ferment prevailing in A- 
merica, by removing the obnoxious hoſtile 
cauſe—obnoxious and unſerviceable; for 
their merit can be only inaction: Non di- 


micare et vincere, their victory can never 


be by exertions. Their force would be moſt 
diſproportionately exerted againſt a brave, 
generous, and united people, with arms in 
their hands, and courage in their hearts: 
three millions of people, the genuine de- 


ſcendants of a valiant and pious anceſtry, 


driven to thoſe deſerts by the narrow max- 
ims of a ſuperſtitious tyranny. And is the 
Ipirit of perſecution never to be appeaſed? 
Are 
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Are the brave ſons of thoſe brave forefathers 
to inherit their ſufferings, as they have inhe- 
rited their virtues? Are they to ſuſtain the 


infliction of the moſt oppreſſive and unexam- 


pled ſeverity, beyond the accounts of hiſtory, 


or deſcription of poetry: * Rhadamanthus 


habet duriſſima regna, caſtigat que, AUDIT 
QUE.” So ſays the wiſeſt poet, and perhaps 
the wiſeſt ſtateſman and politician.—But our 


Miniſters ſay, the Americans muſt not be 


heard. They have been condemned unheard. 
—The indiſcriminate hand of vengeance 
has lumped together innocent and guilty; 
with all the formalities of hoſtility, has block- 
ed up the town * and reduced to beggary 
and famine thirty thouſand inhabitants; 


ut his Majeſty is adviſed, that the union 
in America cannot laſt, Miniſters have 
more eyes than I, and ſhould have more 


ears; but with all the information I have 


been able to procure, I can pronounce it— 
an union, ſolid, permament, and effectual. 
Miniſters may ſatisfy themſelves, and delude 
the public, with the report of what they call 
commercial bodies in America, They are 
not commercial; they are your packers and 


* Boſtone 


factors: 
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factors: they live upon nothing—fot I call © 
commiſſion nothing. I mean the miniſterial 
authority for this American intelligence; the 


runners for government, who are paid for 
their intelligence. But theſe are not the 
men, nor this the influence, to be conſidered 
in America, when we eflimate the firmneſs 
of their union. Even to extend the queſ- 
tion, and to take in the really mercantile cir- 
cle, will be totally inadequate to the conſi- 
deration. Trade indeed increaſes the wealth 
and glory of a country; but its real ſtrength 
and ſtamina are to be looked for among the 
cultivators of the land: in their ſimplicity 
of life is found the ſimpleneſs of virtue the 
integrity and courage of freedom: Theſe 


true genuine ſons of the earth are invincible: 


and they ſurround and hem in the mercan- 
tile bodies; even if theſe bodies, which ſup- 
poſition I totally diſclaim, could be ſuppoſed 
diſaffected to the cauſe of liberty. Of this 


general ſpirit exiſting i in the Britiſh nation; 


(for ſo I wiſh to diſtinguiſh the real and ge- 
nuine Americans from the pſeudo-traders I 
have deſcribed)—of this ſpirit of independ- 


ance*, animating, the nation of America, I 


Vol. II. X have 

* (i. e. Jof legal liberty the independance of freemen, con- 
Rr to the dependent ſtate of ſlaves, It was thought 
neceſſary 
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have the moſt authentic information, It js 
not new among them; it is, a d has ever 
been, their eſtabliſhed principle, their con. 
firmed perſuahon: it is their nature, and 
their doctrine. 


* I remember ſome years ago, when the 
tepeal of the ſtamp att was in agitation, 


converling in a friendly confidence with a 


perſon of undoubted reſpect and authenti- 
city, on that fubjett; and he aſſured me 
with a certainty which his judgment and op- 
portunity gave him, that theſe were the pre- 
valent and ſteady principles of America— 
That you might deftroy their towns, and 
cut them off from the ſuperfluities, perhaps 
the conveniences of life; but that they were 
prepared to deſpiſe your power, and would 
not lament their loſs, whilſt they have— 
what, my Lords?—their woods and their li. 
berty. The name of my authority, if I am 


neceſſary to ſpecify this idea, leſt Lord Chatbam ſhould have been 
miſconctived to have imputed to America an original vi of diſ- 
connexion from this country, On the contrary, when that fatal 


event did occur, his Lordfhip attributed it to a very different cauſe 


from the inclination of America.—That ſtate of independency in- 
to which your meaſures hitherto have driven her. Ses bu 
Lortfhip's Speech, on the 18th of Now. 1777. 


called 


'1 


fre 


lol 
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called upon, will authenticate the opinion 
irrefragably “. 


If illegal violences have been, as it is 
ſaid, committed in America; prepare the 
way, open the door of poſſibility, for ac- 
knovledgment and ſatis faction: but proceed 
not to ſuch coercion, ſuch proſcription; 
ceaſe your indiſcriminate inflictions; amerce 
not thirty thouſand ; oppreſs not three mil- 
lions; for the fault of forty or fifty indivi- 


duals: Such ſeverity of injuſtice muſt for 


ever render incurable the wounds you have 
already given your colonies; you irritate 
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them to unappeaſable rancour. What 


though you march from town to town, and 
from province to province; though you 
ſhould be able to enforce a temporary and 
local ſubmiſſion, which I only ſuppole, not 


admit—how ſhall you be able to ſecure the 


obedience of the country you leave behind 
you in your progrels, to graſp the dominion 
ot eighteen hundred miles bf continent, po- 


pulous in numbers, poſſeſſing valour, liberty 
ind reſiſtance? 


* It was Dr. Franklt. 
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© This reſiſtance to your arbitrary ſyſtem 


— of taxation might have been foreſeen: it 


1775s 


was obvious from the nature of things, and 
of mankind ; and above all, from the? Whig. 
giſn ſpirit flouriſhing in that country, The 


ſpirit which now reliſts your taxation in 


America, is the“ ſame which ſormerly op. 
poſed loans, benevolences, and ſhip- money, 
in England: the ſame ſpirit which called all 
England on its legs, and by the Bill of 
Rights vindicated the Engliſh conſtitution; 
the ſame ſpirit which eſtabliſhed the great, 
fundamental, eſſential maxim of your liber- 


ties, that no ſubject of England * be taxed 
but by his own n. 


8 This glorious ſpirit of Whiggiſm ani. 
mates three millions in America; who pre- 
fer poverty with liberty, to gilded chains 


and ſordid affluence; and who will die in 


defence of their rights as men, as freemen, 


* Not ſo, according to the political logic of Adminiſtration; 
whieh would prove the Foryi/m. of “ this American ſpirit. *' 
the debate for an addreſs, on the firſt ny of the ſeſſion, Ott. 26, 
1775, Mr. Fox ufged, with h's uſual* ability, what he conceived 
to be Whig principles; principles conſulting the good of the gr. 


verned, rather than the governors; principles jealouſly ſecuring 


the rights of the people againſt every encroachment of power: 
and theſe, he thought, had ſome relation to the cauſe and condut 


bt America, 


What 


3 r — 
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What ſhall oppoſe this ſpirit, aided by the 


n 

t congenial flame glowing in the breaſts of 
d every Whig in England, to the amount, I 

- WH hope. of double the American numbers? 

e [rcland they have to a man. In that coun- 


try, joined as it is with the cauſe of Colo- 
nies, and placed at their head, the diſtinc- 
tion I contend for is and muſt be oblerved. 
Tits country ſuperintends and controulstheir 
trade and navigation; but they tax them- 
ſelves. And this diſtinction between exter- 
nal and internal controul is ſacred and in- 
ſurmountable; it is involved in the abſtract 


nature of things. Property is. private, indi- 

vidual, abſolute. Trade is an extended and 
(complicated confideration': it reaches as far 
Nl- . . . Wd 

as ſhips can ſail or winds can blow: it is a 
e. great and various machine. To regulate 
Wl the numberleſs movements of its ſeveral 
2 parts, and combine them into effect, for the 
Ell. 


good of the whole, requires the ſuperin- 
ton; tending wiſdom and energy of the ſupreme 
1" power in the empire, But this ſupreme pow- 
* er has no effect towards internal taxation; 
e fr. tor it does not exiſt in that relation; there 
vm z no ſuch thing, no ſuch idea in this conſli- 

tutzon, as a ſupreme power operating upon 
proferty. Let this diſtinction then remain 
X 3 for 
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for ever aſcertained; taxation 1s theirs, cam. 
mercial regulation is ours. As an Ameri. 
can I would recognize to England her ſu- 
preme right of regulating commerce and 
navigation: as an Engliſhman by birth and 
principle, recognize to the Americans their 


ſupreme unalienable right 1 in their property; 


| eighteen 1 thouſand men at home! The idea 
1s too ridiculous to take up a moment ol 


a right which they are juſtified in the de. 
80 of to the laſt extremity. To maintain 
this principle is che common cauſe of the 
Whigs on the other ſide of the Atlantic, and 
on this. © *Tis liberty to liberty engaged," 
that they will defend themſelves, their fami- 
lies, and their country. In. this great cauſe 
they are immoveably allied: it is the alliance 
of God and nature—immutable, eternal— 
fixed as the firmament of heaven, 

© To ſuch united force, what force ſhall 
be oppoſed p What, my Lords?—A. few 


regiments in America, and ſeventeen or 


your Lordſhips' time. Nor can ſuch a na- 
tional and principled union be reliſted by 


the tricks of office, or Miniſterial manceu- 


vre. Laying of papers on your table, or 
Founting numbers on a diviſion, will not 


avert 
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vert or poſtpone the hour of danger: it - 
- WH muſt arrive, my Lords, unleſs theſe fatal acts > 
& are done away; it muſt arrive in all its hor- 

1 rors, and then theſe boaſtful Miniſters, ſpite. 

] of all their confidence, and all their manœu- 

r vres, ſhall be forced to hide their heads, 

; WH They ſhall be forced to a diſgraceful aban- 

» donment of their preſent meaſures and prin 

n Wl ciples, which they avow, but cannot defend; 

e Wl meaſures which they preſume: to attempt, 

d but cannot hope to effectuate. They can- 

" WH not my Lords, they cannot ſtir a. ep; they 

i- WM have not a move® left; they are cheek mated, 


e But it is not repealing this act of Parlia- 
nent, it is not repealing a piece of parche. 
nent, that can reſtore America to our boſom: 


|! An alluſion to the game of Cheſs, —The King is the object 
W ef the game; and therefore the moſt valuable, though not the 18 
1 moſt powerful, piece on the board. Checl- mate is that fituation 15 
were he is ſo weakly ſupported by his pieces, or ſo entangle by 2 
ea WH their injudicious diſpoſition, that he cannot eſcape. This danger 
is often incurred by expoſing himſelf tag much, and taking too | 
0 active à part in the game, Vide Philidor. —lt is certainly a noble 
a- and royal paſtime. CRARLEs I. was actually playing at it in the 
y Scots camp, when intelligence was brought tg him of their final 
| reſolution to betray him. In due praife of the royal ſteadineſs, 
U- the hiſtorian obſerves, that he continued his game without in- 
or eruption.“ dee Hume's Hiſt. of England :—or, as Lord Chat- 
tan once called it, “ his apelogy for the Houſe of Stuari.“ \ 
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you muſt repeal her fears and her reſent. 


2 ments; and you may then hope for her love 


and gratitude. But now, inſulted with an 


armed force, poſted at Boſton; irritated 


with an hoſtile array before her eyes, her 
conceſſions, if- you could force them, would 
be ſuſpicious and inſecure; they will be irato 
animo they will not be the ſound honour. 
able paſſions of freemen, they will be the 
dictates of fear, and extortions of force. 
But it is more than evident, that you can- 
not force them, united as they are, to your 
unworthy terms of ſubmiſſion it is impoſſi- 
ble: and when IJ hear General Gage cenſured 
for_inaftivity, I muſt retort with indignation 
on thoſe, whoſe intemperate meaſures and 
improvident councils have betrayed him into 
his preſent ſituation. His ſituation reminds 
me, my Lords, of the anſwer of a French 
General i in the ciyit \yars of F rance—Mon- 


ieur Conde oppoled to Monſieur, Turenne: 


he was aſked, how it happened that he did 
not take his adverſary priſoner, | as he was 
often very near him: © Pai peur.“ replied 
Conde, very honeſty, e Tai peur qu'il ne me 
prenne ; ; —＋ mM afraid he ll lake me. 


When 
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When your Lordſhips look at the pas, ©" APs 


xLII. 
pers tranſmitted us from America; when — 


en 


you conſider their decency, firmneſs, and 


wiſdom, you cannot but reſpett their cauſe, 
and wiſh. to make it your own. For my- 
ſelf, I muſt declare and avoy, that in all my: 
reading and obſervation—and it has been; 
my favourite ſtudy—TIhave read Thucidydes 
and have ſtudied and admired the maſter : 
ſtates of the world—that for ſolidity of rea · 
ſoning, force of ſagacity, and wiſdom of 
concluſion, under fuch a complication of 
difficult circumſtances, no nation, or body 
of men, can ſtand in preference to the gene- 
ral Congreſs at Philadelphia. I truſt it is 
obvious to your Lord{hips, that all attempts 
to impoſe ſervitude upon ſuch men, to 
eſtabliſh deſpotiſm over ſuch a mighty con- 
tinental nation, mult be vain,” muſt be fatal, 
We ſhall be forced ultimately to retradt; Jet 
us retratt while we can, not when we muſt. 
I fay we muſt neceſſarily undo thele violent 


oppreſſive acts“ they muſt be repealed---you 


Ch 


* Acts of Parliament paſſed in the preceding ſeſſion, for ſhut. 
ting up the port of Boſton, altering the charter ef Maſſachuſett's 
Bay, &c. The noble ſpeaker's prediction was ſtrictly verified; the 
repeal of theſe acts was at laſt, after three years fruitlels war, feat 


out as a peace-offering to the Congrels of America; by whom i 2 


will 


Wa: ro gen with contempt, 
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Wn will repeal them ; I pledge myſelf for it, that 
e—— you will in the end repea them; I flake my 
4 reputation on it. I will conſent to be taken 
for an idiot, rf they are not finally repealed. — 
Avoid, then, this humiliating, diſgraceful 
neceſſity. With a dignity becoming your 
exalted ſituation, make the firſt advances to 
concord, to peace, and happineſs: for that is 
3 your true dignity, to act with prudence and 
BW juſtice. That you ſhould firſt concede, is 
obvious, from ſound and rational policy, 
Conceſſion comes with better- grace and 
more ſalutary effect from ſuperior power; 
it xeconciles. ſuperiority of power with the 
feelings of men; and eſtabliſhes ſolid con- 
fidence on the foundations of affection and 
gratitude. | 


So thought a wiſe poet and a wiſe man 
in · political ſagacity; the friend of Mecænas, 
and the eulog iſt of Auguſtus. To him, the 
adopted ſon and ſucceſſor, the firſt Cæſar, to 
him, the maſter of the world, he wilely ur- 
ged this conduct of prudence and dignity; 
* Tuque Prior, tu fares Fa Nice tela manu. 


8 Every motive, confers, of juſtice and 


of policy, of dignity and of prudence, urges 
ds 
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you to allay the ferment in America—by a 
removal of your troops from Bolton—by a 
repeal of your acts of P arliament— and by 
demonſtration of amicable diſpoſitions to: 
wards your Colonies. On the other hand, 
every danger and every hazard impend, to 
deter you from perſeverance in your preſent 
ruinous meaſures, —Foreign war hanging o- 
yer your heads by a ſlight and brittle thread; 
France and Spain watching your conduct, 
and waiting for the maturity of your errors; 
—with a vigilant eye to America, and the 
temper of your Colonies, more than ta their 
oyn concerns, be they what they may. 


Fo conclude, my Lords; If the Miniſters 
thus perſevere i in miſadviſing and miſleading 
the King, Iwill not ſay, that they can aliens 


ate the affections of his ſubjects from his 


crown; but I will affirm, that they will mal 
the crown not worth his wearing. I will not 


ſay that the King is betrayed; but I; will 
pronounce, that the kingdom. is undone,” 


Here it will not be improper to offer a 
few explanatory. obſervations, particularly 
gn the young ſpeech, 
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The reader will recollect, that the motion 


' which accompanied the preceding ſpeech, 


for removing his Majefly's troops from Bol. 
ton, was urged by the noble Speaker ex- 
preſsly on the ground of peaceably accom- 
modating the diſpute with America: He 


will remember that the only ground of diſ- 


pute then, was the taxation of that country 
claimed by th, the attempted exerciſe of 
which, had produced a riot at Boſton. The 
Indehendence of America was not then in 
contemplation: unleſs in the reveries of a 
reverend writer“ on the ſubject, who main- 
tained à propoſition, memorable only for 


its ſingularity, © that the independence of 
America would be a beneficial event to En- 


gland.“ To the Americans it never: :0c- 


curred, unlefs for the refutation of ſome in- 


jurious ſuſpicions, by the moſt ſolemn: * 
ſolute, and ex 9 difsvowal. 7 
The . Lordo hula Was, hve 
rejected: and hoſtilities commenced at Lex- 
Jngton, on 2h 1 0 of 18 ann 8 8 
It is 3 to * che ſub- 
ſequent events. They are too well known, 
| Pr. Tucker, | 
. and 
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and have been too ſeverely felt, by every : 
friend of his country*. © Years of Cala- 2 
* mity" fatally fulfil the prophecy of Lord 
Chatham. The Britiſh Empire has ſuſtain- 

ed the © immedicabile vulnus” which his wife 

dom would have averted How he would 

have coriected the diſorder at its cr:fts, he- 

fore it attained its deſperate malignity, will 

be ſeen in his Lordſhip's ſpeech, on the 
eighteenth of November, 1777. His Ma- 

jelly's ſpeech on that day expreſſed the © Con- 
fadence and“ Hopes” of his Miniſters; and 

they may fairly ſtand in contraſt with the 
opinions of Lord Chatham. Let — form 


the comment. 
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On the firſt day of February 1775, Lord Hs bil 


for quiet- 


Chatham offered to the Houle of Lords a iu: 


troubles 
bill for quieting the troubles in America, i...” 
which he introduced with ſaying, that he 
offered it as a hs for averting the dangers 
which now threatened the Britiſh empire; 


and he hoped, he ſaid, that it would meet 
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* The aſtoniſhing number of taxes laid upon the people of Great 
Britain, from the year 1775 to the year 1785, may be juſtly imput- 


cd to the American war. Gs 
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with the approbation of every ſide of the 


D Houſe. He proceeded to ſtate the urgent 


$775» 


neceſſity of ſuch a plan : as, perhaps, the de- 
lay of a few hours might for ever defeat the 
poſſibility of any ſuch conciliatory interven. 
tion. He repreſented Great Britain and 
America as drawn up in martial array, wait. 
ing for the ſignal to engage in a conteſt; in 
which it was little matter for whom victory 
declared, as ruin and deſtruction muſt be 
the inevitable conſequence to both parties. 

He wiſhed, he ſaid, from a principle of du- 
ty and affection, to att the part of a media- 
tor. He ſaid, however, that no regard for 
popularity, no predilection for his coun- 
try, not the high eſteem ke entertained for 
America on the one hand, nor the unaltera- 
ble ſteady regard he entertained for the 
dignity of Great-Britain on the other, ſhould 
at all influence his condutt ; for though he 
loved the Americans, as men prizing and 
ſetting the juſt value on that ineſtimable 
bleſſing, Liberty; yet if he could once bring 
himſelf to be perſuaded, that they entertained 


the moſt diſtant intentions of throwing off the 


legiſlative ſupremacy and great conſtitutional 
ſuperintending power and controul of the 
Britiſh — he ſhould be the very 

perſon 


r 
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moſt zealous mover for ſecuring and en- 
forcing that power by every poſlible exer- 
tion this country was capable of making. 


He recurred to his former arguments, on the 
great conſtitutional queſtion of taxation and 


repreſentation ; inſiſted they were inſepara- 
ble, and planted ſo deeply in the vital prin- 
ciples of the conſtitution, as never to be torn 
up, without deſtroying and pulling aſunder 
every band of legal government and good 
faith, which formed the cement that united 
its ſeveral conſtituent parts together, He 
intreated the aſſiſtance of the Houſe to di- 
geſt the crude materials which he preſumed 
to lay before it, and to reduce his bill to that 
ſorm which was ſuited to the dignity and 
the importance of that ſubject, and to the 
great ends to which it was ultimately di- 
rected. He called on them to exerciſe their 
candour on the preſent occaſion, and depre- 
cated the effects of party, or prejudice; of 
ſactious ſpleen, or blind predilection. He 
avowed himſelf to be actuated by no narrow 
principle, or perſonal conſideration what- 
ever; for though the preſent bill might be 
looked upon as a bill of conceſſion, it was 


impoſſible 
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ce. impoſſible but to conſeſs at the ſame time 


2x * that it was a bil of aſſertion.” 


The followin g is an authentie copy of the 
A Pill. 


« A proviſional aft for ſeitling the N in | 
America, and for aſſerting the ſupreme le. 6 
giſlative authority and ſuperintending pow- Mill © 
er of Great Britain over the Colonies. 


( 

« Whereas by an a& 6 Geo: III. it is de: ! 
clared, that Parliament has full power and Ne 
authority to make laws and ſtatutes to bind IM ( 
the people of the Colonies; in all caſes what- MW | 
ſoever; and whereas reiterated complaints I 
and moſt dangerous diſorders have grown, MW a 
touching the right'of taxation claimed and I 1 
exerciſed over America, to the diſturbance i 
of peace and good order there, and to the Nh 
actual interruption of the due intercourſe Ia 
from Great Britain and Ireland to the Colo- IM tc 
nies, deeply affecting the navigation, trade, in 
and manufactures of this kingdom and of ne 
Ireland, and announcing farther an inter- In 
ruption of all exports from the ſaid Colo- y. 
nies to great Britain, Ireland, and the Bri- MW ta 
tilh Iſlands in America: Now, for prevention ¶ al 

— 
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of theſe ruinous miſchiefs, and in order nf. 


to an equitable, honourable, and laſting 
ſettlement of claims not lufficiently aſcer- 
tained and circumſcribed, May it pleaſe your 
moſt Excellent Majeſty, that it may be de- 
clared; and be it declared by the King's 
moſt Excellent Majeſty, by and with the 
advice and conſent of the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal and Commons in this preſent 
Parliament aſſembled, and by the authority 
of the ſame, that the Colonies of America 
have been, are, and of right ought to be, 
dependent upon the Imperial Crown of 
Great-Britain, and ſubordinate unto the 
Britiſh Parliament, and that the King's moſt 
Excellent Majeſty, by and with the advice 
and conſent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal and Commons in Parliament af: 
ſembled, had, hath, and of right ought to 
have, full power and authority to make laws 
and ſtatutes of ſufficient force and validity 
to bind the people of the Britiſh Colonies 
in America, in all matters touching the ge- 
neral weal of the whole dominion of the 
Imperial Crown of Great Britain, and be- 
yond the competency of the local repreſen- 
tative of a diſtinct colony; and moſt eſpeci- 


XLII. 
— 
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ally an indubitable and indiſpenſible right 
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to make and ordain laws for regulating na. 
vigation and trade throughout the compli. 
cated ſyſtem of Britiſh commerce; the deep 
policy of ſuch prudent acts upholding the 
guardian navy of the whole Britiſh empire; 
and that all ſubjects inthe Colonies are bound 
in duty and allegiance duly to recognize 
and obey (and they are hereby required ſo 


to do) the ſupreme legiſlative authority and 


ſuperintending power of the Parliament of 
Great Britain, as aforeſaid. And whereas, 


in a petition from America to his Majeſty, 


it has been repreſented, that the keeping a 
landing army within any of the Colonies, 
in time of peace, without conſent of the re- 
ſpective Provincial Aſſembly there, is again! 
law: Be it declared by the King's moſt Ex- 


cellent Majeſty, by and with the conſent of 


the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Com- 
mons in this preſent Parliament afſembled, 


that the Declaration of Right, at the ever- 


glorious Revolution, namely, © That the 
raiſing and keeping a ſtanding army within 
the kingdom, in time of peace, unlels it be 
by the conſent of Parliament, is againſt lau, 
having reference only to the conſent of the 


Parliament of Great Britain, the legal, con- 
ſtitutional, and hnherto unqueſtioned pre- 
rogative 
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jogative of the Crown, to ſend any part of Onan 


— —— 


nl be lawfully employed to violate and deſtroy 
x- che juſt rights of the people. Moreover, in 
ol order to remove for ever all cauſes of per- 
m- nicious diſcord, and in due contemplation 
ed, of the vaſt increaſe of poſſeſſions and popu- 
er- lation in the Colonies; and having a heart 
the to render the condition of fo great a body 
hinz of induſtrious ſubjects there more and more 
t bel happy, by the ſacredneſs of property and of 
vr, Wl perſonal liberty, of more extenſive and laſt- 
theſh ing utility to the parent kingdom, by indiſ- 
con ſoluble ties of mutual affection, confidence, 
pre- trade, and reciprocal benefits, Be it declared 
uive Y 2 and 


ſuch army, fo lawfully kept, to any of the 
Britiſh dominions and poſſeſſions, whether 


in America or elſewhere, as his Majeſty, in 


the due care of his ſubjects, may judge ne- 
ceſſary for the ſecurity and protection of the 
ſame, cannot be rendered dependent upon 
the conſent of a Provincial Aſſembly in the 
Colonies, without a moſt dangerous inno- 
vation, and derogation from the dignity. of 
the Imperial Crown of Great Britain. Ne- 
vertheleſs, in order to quiet and diſpel 
groundleſs jealouſies and fears, be it hereby 
declared; That no military force, however 
tailed, and kept according to law, can ever 
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An and enacted, by the King's moſt Excel. 
—> lent Majeſty, by and with the advice and 
conſent of the Lords Spiritual and Tempo- 
ral and Commons 1n this preſent Parliament 
aſſembled, and it is hereby declared and en- 
acted by the authority of the ſame, That vo 
tallage, tax, or other charge for his Majeſ. 
ty's revenue, {hall be commanded or levied, 
from Britiſh freemen in America, without 
common conſent, by act of Provincial Al. 
ſembly there, duly convened for that pur. 
poſe. And it is hereby further declared and 
enacted, by the King's moſt Excellent Ma- 
jeſty, by and with the advice and conſent of 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Com- 
mons in this preſent Parliament aſſembled, 
and by the authority of the ſame, That it 
ſhall and may be lawful for delegates from 
the reſpective provinces, lately aſſembled at 
Philadelphia, to meet in general Congrels t 
at the ſaid city of Philadelphia, on the gt p 
day of May next enſuing, in order then and N e 
there to take into conſideration the making a 
due recognition of the ſupreme legillative M a 
authority and ſuperintending power of Par- h 
liament over the Colonies as aforeſaid. And |: 
moreover, may it pleaſe your moſt Excel- I c 
lent Majeſty, that the ſaid Delegates, to be xe 
in 
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in Congreſs aſſembled in manner aforeſaid, © HA P: 


may be required, and the ſame are hereby 


oport of civil government in the reſpective 
- WH Colonies) the making a free grant to the 
d, King, his hei rs, and ſucceſſors, of a certain 
it Wl perpetual revenue, ſubject to the diſpoſition 
i. WT of the Britiſh Parliament, to be by them 
1- WH appropriated as they in their wiſdom ſhall 
d judge fit, to the alleviation of the national 
a- debt: no doubt being had but this juſt, free 
of Wl aid, will be in ſuch honourable proportion 
n- WW as may ſeem meet and becoming from great 
d, and flouriſhing colonies towards a parent 
11 WF country labouring under the heavieſt bur- 
2m dens, which, in no inconſiderable part, have 
at been willingly t ken upon ourſelves and poſ- 
els terity, for the defence, extenſion, and proſ- 
gti perity of the Colonies. And to this great 
nd WF end, be it farther hereby declared and en- 
ing atted, that the general Congreſs (to meet 
eat Philadelphia as aforeſaid) ſhall be, and is 
ar. hereby authorized and empowered (the De- 
d legates compoling the ſame being firſt ſuffi- 
cel- cently furniſhed with powers from their 
) be relpettive provinces for this purpoſe) to ad- 
in 


required, by the King's Majeſty fitting i in 
his Parliament, to take into conſideration 
(over and above the uſual charge for ſup- 


AZ: 


Juſt 
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Juſt and fix the proportions and quotas of 
the ſeveral charges to be borne by each pro. 
vince reſpectively, towards the general con- 
tributory ſupply ; and this in ſuch fair and 
equitable meaſure, as may beſt ſuit the abi. 
lities and due convenience of all: Provided 
always, that the powers for fixing the ſaid 
quotas, hereby given to the delegates from 

the old provinces compoſing the Cangrels, 
ſhall not extend to the new provinces of Eaſt 
and Weſt Florida, Georgia, Nova Scotia, 
St. John's, and Canada; the circumſtances 
and abilities of the ſaid provinces being re- 
ſerved for the wiſdom of Parliament in their 
due time. And in order to afford neceſſary 
time for mature deliberation in America, be 
it hereby declared, That the proviſions for 
aſcertaining and fixing the exerciſe of the 
right of taxation in the Colonies, as agreed 
and expreſſed by this preſent act, ſhall not 
be in force, or have any operation, until the 
delegates to be in Congreſs aſſembled, ſuth- 
ciently authoriſed and empowered by their 
reſpective provinces to this end, ſhall, as 
an indiſpenſable condition, have duly re- 
cogniſed the ſupreme legiſlative authority 
and ſuperintending power of the Parliament 
of Great Britain over the Colonies afore- 
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ſaid: Always underſtood, That the free 
grant of an aid, as heretofore required and 
expected from the Colonies, is not to be 
conſidered as a condition of redreſs, but as 
a juſt teſtimony of their affection, And 
whereas, divers acts of Parliament have been 
humbly repreſented, in a petition to his Ma- 
jeſty from America, to have been found 
grievous, in whole or in part, to the ſubjects 
of the Colonies, be it hereby declared by 
the King's moſt Excellent Majeſty, by and 
with the advice and conſent of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal and Commons in 
this preſent Parliament aſſembled, and by 


the authority of the ſame, That the powers 


of Admiralty and Vice-Admiralty Courts in 
America ſhall be reſtrained within their an- 
cient limits, and the Trial by Jury, in all 
civil caſes, where the ſame may be aboliſhed, 
reſtored: And that no ſubject in America 
mall, in capital caſes, be liable to be indicted 
and tried for the ſame, in any place out of 
the province wherein ſuch offence ſhall be 
alledged to have been committed, nor be 
deprived of a trial by his peers of the vici- 
nage; nor ſhall it be lawful to ſend perſons 
indicted for murder in any province of Ames 
ca, to another colony, or to Great Britain, 
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for trial. - And be it hereby declared and 
enacted, by the authority aforeſaid, That 
all and every the ſaid acts, or fo much there. 
of as are repreſented to have been found 
grievous, namely, the ſeveral acts of the 
4th Geo. III. ch. 1 5. and ch. 34.—gth Geo, 
III. ch. 25.—6th Geo. III. ch. 52.—7th Geo, 
III. ch. 41. and ch. 46.—8th Geo. III. ch. 
22.—12th Geo. III, ch. 24.---with the three 
acts for ſtopping the port, and blocking up 
the harbour of Boſton; for altering the 
charter and government of Maſlachuſetts 
Bay; and that entitled, An act for the better 
adminiſtration of juſtice, &c.; alſo the act 
for regulating the government of Quebec, 
and the act paſſed in the ſame ſeſſion relating 
to the quarters of ſoldiers, ſhall. be, and are 


hereby ſuſpended, and not to have effect or 


execution, from the date of this act. And 
be it moreaver hereby declared and enacted, 
by the authority aforeſaid, That all and 
every the before-recited acts, or the parts 
thereof complained of, ſhall be and are, in 
virtue of this preſent act, finally repealed 
and annulled, from the day that the new re- 
cognition of the ſupreme legiſlative autho- 
rity and ſuperintending power of Parliament 

over 
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over the Colonies, ſhall have been made on CHAP 1 

the part of the ſaid Colonies. 3 +Þ 

And for the better ſecuring due and im- #4 

partial adminiſtration of juſtice in the Co- 5 
lonies, be it declared and enacted by the K 
King's moſt Excellent Majeſty, by and with | 

; the advice and conſent of the Lords Spiri- 1 
b tual and Temporal and Commons 1n this 79 
) preſent Parliament aſſembled, That his Ma- i 
e jeſty's Judges in Courts of Law in the Co- 44 
8 lonies of America, to be appointed with ſa- i 
r laries by the Crown, ſhall hold their offices i 
t and ſalaries as his Majeſty's Judges in Eng- tg 
c, land, quamdiu fe bene geſſerint. And it is Eg 
g hereby further declared, by the authority . 
re aforeſaid, that the Colonies in America are bY! 
or juſtly entitled to the privileges, franchiſes, 1 
id and immunities granted by their ſeveral 1 
d, MW Charters or Conſtitutions; and that the ſaid | 
ad Charters or Conſtitutions ought not to be 1 ; 
ts mvaded or reſumed, unleſs for miſuſer, or 1 
in W ſome legal ground of forfeiture. So ſhall 3 
ed true reconcilement avert impending calami- 1 
re- dies, and this ſolemn national accord between 3 
10- Great Britain and her Colonies ſtand an | 
ent everlaſting monument of clemency and mag- | 3 
er nanimity in the benignant father of his peo- "Þ 
Ih 
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$111. ple, of wiſdom and moderation in this great 

* nation, famed for humanity as for valour, 
and of fidelity and grateful affection from 
brave and loyal Colonies to their parent 
kingdom, which will ever protect and che- 
riſh them.“ 


Lord Sandwich moved to reject the Bill, 

Lord Gower reprobated the Bill with extra- 

ordinary aſperity. The Duke of Grafton 
ſaid the Bill was unparliamentary. 


Loa Lord Chatham replied to the ſeveral ob- 
Sbacham. jections which were made by the Lords in 
Adminiſtration ; he deſcanted with equal 
humour and ſeverity upon the yery extra- 
ordinary logic employed by the noble Duke, 

his guondam colleague in office, and very 
humble ſervant. The noble Duke, ſays his 
Lordſhip, is extremely angry with me, that 

J did not previouſly conſult him on the 
bringing in the preſent bill; I would aſk 

the noble Duke, does he conſult me p or do 


I deſire to be previouſly told of any motions t 
or meaſures he thinks fit to propoſe to this | 
Houle? His Grace ſeems to be much of- i 
fended at the manner this bill has been hur:- | 
ried. I am certain he could not be ſerious, q 


i 
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if he gave himſelf a minute to conſider how ©HAPF. 
the caſe really ſtands, Here we are told, —_ 
that America is in a ſtate of actual rebel *© 
lion, and we are naw advanced to the 1ſt of 
February, and no ane ſtep is taken to cruſh 

this ſuppoſed rebellion : yet, ſuch being the 

caſe, I am charged with hurrying matters ; 

but whether my condutt may be more juſtly 
charged with hurrying this buſineſs into, or 

his Grace with hurrying it out of the Houſe, 

I believe requires no great depth of pene- 
tration to. diſcover. As to the other gene- 

ral objections, I preſume it will be recol- 


| lected, that when I ſubmitted my motion 
for withdrawing the troops from Boſton, I 
; then gave notice that I would preſent in a 
5 tew days, a plan of general reconciliation. 
/ Eleven days have ſince elapſed, and nothing 
S has been offered by the King's ſervants, 
Ut Under ſuch circumſtances of emergency on 
q one ſide, when, perhaps, a ſingle day may 


determine the fate of this great empire; 
and ſuch a ſhameful negligence, total inat- 
tention, and want of ability on the other, 
what was to be done? No other alternative, 
in my opinioa remained, but either to aban- 
don the intereſts of my country, and relin- 
quiſh my duty, or to propoſe ſome plan, 
= when 
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when Miniſtry, by their inaction and ſilence, 
owned themſelves incapable of propoſing 
any. But even now let them ſpeak out, and 
tell me, that they have a plan to lay before 
us, and I will give them an example of can- 
dour they are by no means deſerving of, by 
inſtantly withdrawing the preſent Bill. The 
indecent attempt to ſtifle this meaſure in 
embrio, may promiſe conſequences the very 
reverſe of what I am certain will be the caſe 
if the bill is admitted. The friends of the 
preſent motion may flatter themſelves, that 
the contents of the Bill will ſink into ſilence 
and be forgotten, but I believe they will find 


the contrary. This Bill, though rejected 


here, will make its way to the public, to the 
nation, to the remoteſt wilds of America; 
it will, in ſuch a courſe undergo a deal of 
cool obſervation and inveſtigation; and 
whatever its merits or demerits may be, it 
will ſtand or fall by them alone; it will, I 
truſt, remain an evidence of my poor endea- 
vours to ſerve my country; and however 
faulty or deſective, will at leaſt manifeſt how 
zealous I have been to.avert the impending 


| ſtorms which ſeem ready to burſt on it, and 


for ever overwhelm it in ruin. Vet, when 
I conlider the whole caſe as it lies before me, 
Ian 
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I am not much aſtoniſhed, I am not ſur. A- 
priſed, that men who hate liberty, ſhould 7 
deteſt thoſe that prize it; or that thoſe who i 
want virtue themſelves, ſnould endeavour to 
perſecute thoſe who poſſeſs it. Were I dil- 
poſed to purſue this theme to the extent ö 
chat truth would fully bear me out in, 1 
could demonſtrate, that the whole of your 
political conduct, has been one continued 

WH ſeries of weakneſs, temerity, deſpotilm, ig- 

N norance, futility, negligence, and the moſt 
notorious ſervility, incapacity, and corrup- 

tion, On reconſideration, I muſt allow you 


one merit, a ſtrict attention to your own in- 
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tereſts : in that view you appear ſound ſtateſ- 1 
men, and able politicians. You well know, bh 
if the preſent meaſure ſhould, prevail, that 7 
you muſt inſtantly relinquiſh your places. 1 
doubt much whether you will be able to . 
keep them on any terms: but ſure Jam, that 4 
ſuch is your well-known characters and abi- 1 
lities, any plan of reconciliation, however 1 


e 


moderate, wiſe, and feaſible, muſt fail in 
your hands. Such then being your preca- 
r10us ſituations, who ſhould wonder that 
you can put a negative on any meaſure which 
muſt annihilate your power, deprive you of 
your emoluments, and at once reduce you 

to 
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to that ſtate of inſignificance, for which God 


The Bill was rejected, and not ſuffered 
to lie upon the table. 


Although the Bill met with a fate ſo un- 
juſt in Parliament, it was very differently 
received by the Public. On the tenth day 
of February, the Corporation of the City of 


London came to the following reſolution; 


« That the thanks of this Court be given 
to the Right Hon. the Earl of Chatham for 
having offered to the Houſe of Lords a plan 
for conciliating the differences which unfor- 
tunately ſubſiſt between the Adminiſtration 
in this country and its American Colonies ; 
and to all thoſe who ſupported that noble 
Lord in ſo humane a meaſure.” 


The Town Clerk having waited on Lord 
Chatham with the above reſolution, his 
Lordſhip returned the following anſwer : 


« Lord Chatham deſires the favour of Mr. 
Town Clerk to offer my Lord Mayor, the 
Aldermen, and Commons, in Common 

Council 
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Council aſſembled, his moſt reſpectful and f- 


grateful acknowledgements for the ſignal 
honour they have been pleaſed to confer on 
the mere diſcharge of his duty, in a moment 


of impending calamity. 


„Under deep impreſſions of former marks 
of favourable conſtruction of his conduct, 
during the evil hour of a dangerous foreign 
war, he now deems himſelf too fortunate 
to find his efforts for preventing the ruin and 
horrors of a civil war, approved, honoured, 


and ſtrengthened by the firſt Corporate bo- 
dy in the kingdom.” 


During the remainder of the ſeſſion, 
which ended on the 26th of May, 1775, 
Lord Chatham did not attend; nor during 
the ſucceeding ſeſſion, which began on the 
26th of Oct. 1775, and ended on the 23d 


of May 1776. His health declined ſo faſt, 
ne was not able. 
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Duke of Graſton reſigns Lord Chatham's motion 
to diſcontinue the American War ; and Speeches 
on the ſame. | 


T the meeting of Parliament towards 


the end of October, 1775, the Duke 
of Grafton being convinced of the hoſtile 


meaſures of the Cabinet againſt America, 


declared that his conſcience forbade him 
ſupporting thoſe meaſures in Parliament, 
and, therefore, he reſigned the Privy Seal; 


which was thereupon given to Lord Dart- 


mouth, and Lord George Germaine ſucceeded 
his Lordſhip as Secretary of State for 
America. 


On the thirteenth day of May, 1777, 


Lord Chatham attended the Houſe of Lords, 
again, to make another motion, deprecating 


hoſtilities with America, He began— 


My Lords, this is a flying moment; per- 


haps but fix weeks left to arreſt the dangers 


that ſurround us. The gathering ſtorm may 


break; it has already opened, and in - part 
burſt, 
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burſt. It is difficult for Government, after 


all that has paſled, to.ſhake hands with de- N 


fiers of the King, defiers of the Parliament, 


defiers of the people. I am a defier of no- 
body; but if an end is not put to this war, 
there is an end to this country. I do not 
truſt my Judgment in my preſent {tate of 
health; this is the judgment of my better 
days; the reſult of forty years attention to 
America. They are rebels; but what are 
they rebels for? Surely not for defending 
their unqueſtionable rights! What have 
theſe rebels done heretofore? I remember 


when they raiſed four regiments on their 


own bottom, and took Louiſbourg from the 
veteran troops of France. But their excel- 
ſes have been great. I donot mean to be 
their panegyric; but muſt obſerve in attenu- 
ation, the erroneous and infatuated counſels, 
which have prevailed—the door to mercy 
and juſtice has been ſhut againſt them. 
But they may ſtill be taken up upon the 
Grounds of their former ſubmifſion. [ Refer- 
ring to ther petition, | I ſtate to you the im- 
portance of America; it is a double. market; 
the market of conſumption, and the market 
of ſupply. This double- market for millions, 
with naval ſtores, you are giving to your 

Vol. II. Z hereditary 
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hat. hereditary rival. America has carried you 


. through former wars, and will now carry 
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you to your death, if you don't take thingy 
in time. In the ſportſman's phraſe, when 
you have found yourſelves at fault, you muſt 


try back. You have ranſacked every corner 


of Lower Saxony; but 40,000 German boors 
never can conquer tem times the number 
of Britiſh freemen: they may ravage; they 
cannot conquer. But you would conquer, 
you fay ! Why, what would you conquer— 
the map of America ? I am ready to meet 
any General Officer on the ſubje&t. | Look- 


ing at Lord Amherf? | What will you do out 


of the protection of your fleet? In the win- 
ter, if together, they are ſtarved; and if dif- 
perſed they are taken off in detail. I am 
experienced in ſpring hopes and vernal pro- 
miſes; I know what Miniſters throw out; 
but at laſt will come your equinoctial diſap- 
pointment. You have got nothing in A- 
merica but ſtations. You have been three 
years teaching them the art of war. They 
are apt ſcholars, and I wilt venture to tell 


your Lordſhips, that the American gentry 


will make officers enough fit to command the 


troops of all the European powers. What 


you have ſent there, are too many to make 
Peace, 
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peace, too few to make war: If you conquer CHAP, 
them, what then? You cannot make them 3 
reſpect you; you cannot make them wear 
your cloth. Vou will plant an invincible 
hatred in their breaſts againſt you: Coming 
from the ſtock they do; they can never rel- 
pect you. - If Miniſters are founded in ſay- 


ing there is no ſort of treaty with France; 


7 there is ſtill a moment left ; the point of 
L honour is {till ſafe; France muſt be as ſelf- 
- deſtroying as England, to make a treaty 
t while you are giving her America at the ex- 
- pence of twelve millions a year; The in- 
t MW tercourſe has produced every thing to 


i» MW France; and England, old England, muſt pay 
l for all; I have at different times made dif- 
m ferent propoſitions, adapted to the circum- 
o- ſtances in which they were offered. The 
t; plan contained in the former bill, is now im- 
p- practicable; the preſent motion will tell you 
A- where you are; and what you have now to 
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ee depend upon. It may produce a reſpetta- 3 
ey ble diviſion in America, and unanimity at 1 
ell home. It will give America an option; ſhe q ; 
ry has yet made no option. You have ſaid, lay —_ 
he down your arms, and ſhe has given you the Y 
hat Spartan anſwer, * come take. [ Here * 1 
ke read his motion. L . 
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« THAT an humble addreſs be preſented 


D to his Majeſty, moſt duiifully repreſenting 


2777» 


to his royal wiſdom, that this Houſe is deeply 
penetrated with the view of impending ruin 
to the kingdom, from the continuation of an 
unnatural war againſt the Britiſh Colonies 
in America; and moſt humbly to adviſe his 
Majeſty to take the moſt ſpeedy and effec- 
tual meaſures for putting a ſtop to ſuch fatal 
hoſtilities, upon the only juſt and ſolid 
foundation, namely the removal of accumu- 
lated grievances; and to aſſure his Majeſty, 
that this Houſe will enter upon this great 
and neceſſary work with chearfulneſs and 


_ diſpatch, in order to open to his Majeſty the 


only means of regaining the affections of 


the Britiſh Colonies, and of ſecuring to 
Great Britain the commercial advantages 
of theſe valuable poſſeffions; fully perſuaded, 
that to heal and to redreſs, will be more 
congenial to the goodneſs and magnanimny 


of his Majeſty, and more prevalent over 


the hearts of generous and free-born ſub- 
jects, than the rigours of chaſtiſement, and 
the horrors of a civil war, which hitherto 
have ſerved only to ſharpen reſentments, and 
conſolidate union, and, if continued, mult 

| end 
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end in finally diſſolving all ties between 
Great Britain and the Colonies.” 


ſal he ſaid, is ſpecific. I though it ſo clear, 
that I did not enlarge upon it. I mean the 
redreſs of all their grievances, and the right 
of diſpoſing of their own money. This is to 
be done inſtantaneouſly. I will get out of 
my bed to move it on Monday. This will 
be the herald of peace; this will open the 
» WI way for treaty; this will ſhew. Parliament 
t WF lincerely diſpoſed. Yet ſtill much mult be 
a WF left to treaty. Should you conquer this 


France; under a maſked battery then ready 
0 Wl to open. The moment a treaty with France 
ö appears, you muſt declare war, though you 


had only five ſhips of the line in England; 

but France will defer a treaty as long as 
pollible. You are now at the mercy of 
every little German chancery; and the pre- 
tenſions of France will increaſe daily, ſo as 
to become an avowed party in either peace 
or war, We have tried for unconditional 
ſubmiſſion: try what can be gained by un- 
conditional redreſs, Leſs dignity will be 
loſt in the repeal, than in ſubmitting to the 
2 demands 


Lord Chatham roſe again. The propo- 


people, you conquer under the cannon of 
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Air, demands of German chanceries. We are 

"2777 FEE” the aggreſſors. We have invaded them. 

p We have invaded them as much as the 
Spaniſh armada mvaded England. Mercy 
cannot do harm; it will ſeat the King where 
he ought to be, throned on the hearts of his 
people; and millions at home and abroad, 
now employed in 9 or revolt, would 
pray for him, 


a In making his motion for addreſſing the 
King, he inſiſted frequently and ſtrongly on 
the abſolute neceſſity of immediately making 
peace with America. Now, he ſaid, was 
the criſis, before France was a party to the 
treaty. This was the only moment left be- 
fore the fate of this country was decided, 
The French court, he obſerved, was too 
wiſe to loſe the opportunity of effeftually 
ſeparating America from the dominions of 
this kingdom. War between France and 
Great Britain, he ſaid, was not leſs probable 
becauſe it had not yet been declared: it 
would be folly in France to declare it now, 
while America gave full employ ment to 
our arms, and was pouring into her lap her 
wealth and produce; the benefit of which 

| the was enjoying in peace. He enlarged iſ | 
—_ much 
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much on the importance of America to this CHA: 


country, which, in peace and in war he ob- J. 


ſerved, he ever conſidered as the great ſource 


of all our wealth and power. And then 


added | raiſing his voice] © Your trade lan- 
guiſhes, your taxes increaſe, your revenues 
diminiſh; France, at this moment, is ſecuring 
and drawing to herſelf that commerce, 
which created your ſeamen, fed your Hands 
&c.” He reprobated the meaſures which 
produced, and which have been purſued in 
the conduct of the civil war, in the ſevereſt 
language; infatuated meaſures giving riſe, 
and ſtill continuing a cruel, unnatural, ſelf 


deſtroying war. Succels, it is ſaid, is hoped 


for in this campaign, Why ? Becaule our 
army will be as ſtrong this year as it was 
laſt, when it was not ſtrong enough. The 
notion of conquering America he treated 
with the greateſt contempt.” | 


Lord Gower, and other Lords in Admi- 
niſtration, condemned the motion in the ſe- 
vereſt terms: and Lord Hillſborough affect- 
ing not to underſtand it, Lord Chatham role 
a {ſecond time, and ſaid, F 

J will, with your Lordſhip's permiſſion, 
ſtate ſhortly what I meant, My Lords, my 


24 motion 
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motion was ſtated generally, that I might 


leave the queſtion at large to be amended by 


1777- 


your Lordſhips. I did not dare to point 
out the ſpecihic means. I drew the motion 
up to the beſt of my poor abilities; but Iin- 


tended it only as the: herald of conciliation, 


as the harbinger of peace to our afflicted 
Colonies. But as the noble Lord ſeems to 
wiſh for ſomething more ſpecific on the ſub. 
Jett, and through that medium ſeeks my 
particular ſentiments, I will tell your Lord- 
{hips very fairly what I wiſh for. I wiſh for 
a repeal of every oppreſſive act which your 
Lordſhips have paſſed ſince 1763. I would 
put our brethren in America preciſely on the 
ſame footing they ſtood at that period. I 
would expect, that being left at liberty to 
tax themſelves, and diſpoſe of their own 
property, they would in return contribute 


to the common burthens, according to their 
means and abilities, I will move your Lord- 


ſhips for a bill of repeal, as the only means 
Jeſt to arreſt that approaching deftrutton 
which threatens to overwhelm us,—My 
Lords, I ſhall no doubt hear it objected, 
Why {ſhould we ſubmit or concede? Has A- 
merica done any thing on her part to in- 
duce us to agree to ſo large a ground of con- 
ceſſion? 


1 
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ceſſion? I will tell you, my Lords, why I 411. 


think, you ſhould. You have been the ag- 
oreflors from the heginning. I ſhall not 
trouble your Lordſhips with the particulars; 
they have been ſtated and enforced by the 
noble and learned Lord, who ſpoke laſt but 
one, (Lord Camden,) in a much more able 
and diſtinct manner than I could pretend to 
ſtate them. If, then, we are the aggreſſors, 
it is your Lordſhips buſineſs to make the firſt 
overture. I ſay again, this country has been 
the aggreſſor. You have made deſcents up- 
on their coaſts : you have burnt their towns, 
plundered their country, made war upon the 
inhabitants, confiſcated their property, pro- 


ſeribed and impriſoned their perſons. I do 


therefore affirm, my Lords, that inſtead of 
exacting unconditional ſubmiſſion from the 


Colonies, we ſhould grant them unconditi- 


onal redreſs. We have injured them; ve 
have endeavoured to enſlave and oppreſs 
them, Upon this ground, my Lords, inſtead 
of chaſtiſement, they are entitled to redreſs. 
A repeal of thoſe laws, of which they com- 
plain, will be the firſt ſtep to that redreſs. 
The people of America look upon Parlia- 
ment as the author of their miferies; their 
affections are eſtranged from their Sovereign. 

Let 
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Let, then, reparation come from the hands 


ſucceed chaſtiſement; and I do maintain, 
that Parliament will again recover its au- 
thority; that his Majeſty will be once more 
enthroned in the hearts of his American ſub- 
jects; and that your Lordſhips, as contrib- 
uting to ſo great, glorious, ſalutary, and be- 


nignant a work, vill receive the prayers and 


benedictions of _ part of the Britiſh 


| empire. 


The motion was negatived. 


The ſeſſion ended on the fixth day of 
June 1777. 


EF 


CHAP. XLIV. 


Lord Chatham's Speech on the A ddreſs, and ha; 


amendment on the employment of the Indians in 
North America—on the Returns of the Army— 

on the Capture of General Burgoyne's Army— 
His motion on the employment of the Indians His 
Speech againſt the motion to adjourn. - 


ARLIAMENT met on the 18th day of 
November 1777. The war with Ame- 
rica becoming every day more critical, Lord 
* thou gh he had ſcarcely ſtrength 


to 
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to move, foreſeeing the fatal conſequences . 
ol it, was exceedingly ardent in his wiſh to Wo 
arreſt the evil, in every ſtage of its progrels. 

He therefore attended on the firſt day of the 
Seſſion. Lard Percy having moved the 
Addreſs, Lord Chatham roſe in a v_— time 
Alter. 


1 riſe, my Lords, he ſaid“, to declare 

my ſentiments on this moſt ſolemn and ſeri- Speech 

ous ſubject. It has impoſed a load upon dre. 

my mind, which, I fear, nothing can remove; 

but which impels me to endeavour its alle- 

f viation, by a free and unreſerved communi- 
cation of my ſentiments, | 


* In the firſt part of the Addreſs, I have 

tbe honour of heartily concurring with the 

2 noble Earl who moved it. No man feels 

ſincerer joy than I do; none can offer more 

genuine congratulation on every acceſſion of 

ſtrength to the Proteſtant ſucceſſion: I there- 
fore join in every congratulation on the birth | 

of another pringeſs, and the happy recovery 


WY 


„ This ſpeech was taken by the ſame gentleman who took that 
of the 20th of January $775, and has been equally eſteemed for 
its Sceurney: 


of 
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of her Majeſty. But I muſt ſtop here; my 
courtly complaiſance will carry me no fur- 
ther: I will not join in congratulation on 
misfortune and diſgrace: I cannot concur in 
a blind and ſervile addreſs, which approves, 
and endeavours to ſanctify, the monſtrous 
meaſures which have heaped diſgrace and 
misfortune upon us—which have brought 
ruin to our doors. This, my Lords, is a pe- 
rilous and tremendous moment! It is not a 
time for adulation. The ſmoothneſs of 


flattery cannot now avail—cannot ſave us in 


this rugged and awſul criſis. It is now ne- 
ceſſary to inſtruct the Throne in the lan- 
guage of truth, We mult diſpel the deluſi- 
on and the darkneſs which envelope it; and 


. diſplay, in its full danger and true colours, 


the ruin that is brought to our doors. 


This, my Lords, is our duty; it is the 
proper function of this noble aſſembly, fit- 
ting, as we do, upon our honours in this 
houſe, the hereditary council of the crown: 
And who1s the miniſfter—where is the miniſ- 
ter, that has dared to ſuggeſt to the Throne 


the contrary, unconſtitutional language 


this day delivered from 1t ?——The ac- 
cuſtomed language from the Throne has 
been 


/ 
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been application to Parliament for advice, ur 


and a reliance on its conſtitutional advice and 8 
alliſtance: as it is the right of Parliament to 
give, ſo it is the duty of the crown to aſk 
it. But on this day, and in this extreme 
momentous exigency, no reliance is repoſed 
on our conſtitutional counſels! no advice is 
aſked from the ſober and enlightened care 
of Parliament! But the Crown, from itſelf, 
and by itſelf, declares an unalterable deter- 
mination to purſue meaſures—and what 
meaſures, my Lords?---The meaſures that 
have produced the imminent perils that 


threaten us; the meaſures that have brought 
ruin to our doors. 


* Can the miniſter of the day now pre- 
ſume to expett a continuance of ſupport, 
in this ruinous infatuation? Can Parliament 
be ſo dead 10 its dignity and its duty, as to 
be thus deluded into the loſs of the one, and 
the violation of the other? To give an 
unlimited credit and ſupport for the ſteady 
perſeverance in meaſures ; that is the word 
and the conduct propoſed for our par- 
liamentary advice, but dictated and forced 
upon us—in meaſures, I ſay, my Lords, 
which have reduced this late flouriſhing em- 

| | pire 
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c. pire to ruin and coftempt !—* But Yeſterday, 

and England might have flood againſt the 

"mw world: nownone ſo poor to do her reverence.” 

I uſe the words of a poet ; but though it be 

poetry, it is no fiction. It is a ſhameful] 

truth, that not only the power and ſtrength 

of this country are waſting away and expir- 

ing; but her well-earned glories, her true 

honour, and ſubſtantial dignity, are ſacri- 

ficed. France, my Lords, has inſulted you; 

{he has encouraged and ſuſtained America; 

and whether America be wrong or right, the 

dignity of this country ought to ſpurn at the 

officious inſult of French interference. The 

miniſters and ambaſſadors of thoſe who are 

called rebels and enemies, are in Paris; in 

Paris they tranſact the reciprocal intereſts of 
America and France. Can there be a more | 
mortifying inſult ? Can even our miniſters i | 
| ſuſtain a more humiliating diſprace? Do 
they dare to reſent it? Do they preſume i « 
| even to hint a vindication of their honour, | 
and the dignity of the ſtate, by requiring 
the diſmiſſion of the plenipotentiaries of I 3 
America? Such is the degradation to which | i 
they have reduced the glories of England! Ii 9 
The people whom they affect to call con- WW © 
temptible rebels, but whoſe growing power 
hay 
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has at laſt obtained the name of enemies; 
the people with whom they have engaged 
this country in war, and againſt whom they 
now command our implicit ſupport in every 
meaſure of deſperate hoſtility : this people, 
deſpiſed as rebels, or acknowledged as ene- 
mies, are abctted againſt you, ſupplied with 
; every military ſtore, their intereſts conſulted, 


, and their ambaſſadors entertained, by your 


inveterate enemy! and our miniſters dare 
not interpoſe with dignity or effect. Is this 


yeſterday,” gave law to the Houſe of Bour- 
bon? My Lords, the digaity of nations de- 
mands a deciſive conduct in a ſituation like 
this. Even when the greateſt prince that 
perhaps this country ever ſaw, filled our 
throne, the requiſition of a Spaniſh general, 
on a ſimilar ſubject, was attended to, and 
complied with; for, on the ſpirited remon- 
ſtrance of the duke of Alva, Elizabeth found 


r, 
ng I ferſelf obliged to deny the Flemiſh exiles 
of all countenance, ſupport, or even entrance 


into her dominions ; and the Count le Mar- 
que, with his few deſperate followers, was 
expelled the kingdom. Happening to arrive 
at the Brille, and finding it weak in defence, 


rer 


the honour of a great kingdom? Is this the 
indignant ſpirit of England, who, “but 


„they 
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they made themſelves maſters of the place: 
and this was the foundation of the United 
Provinces. 

My Lords, this ruinous and 1gnomini- 
ous ſituation, where we cannot act with ſuc- 
ceſs; nor ſuffer with honour, calls upon us 
to remonſtrate in the ſtrongeſt and loudeſt 
language of truth, to reſcue the ear of Ma- 
jeſty from the deluſions which ſurround it. 


The deſperate ſtate of our arms abroad is in 


part known: no man thinks more highly of 


them than Ido: Ilove and honour the Eng- 


liſn troops: I know their virtues and their 
valour: I know they can achieve any thing 
except impoſſibilities; and I know that the 
conqueſt of Engliſh America is an impoſſi- 
bility. You cannot, I venture to ſay it, you 
CANNOT canquer America. Your armies 
laſt war effected every thing that could be 
effected; and what was it? It coſt a nume- 
rous army, under the command of a moſt 
able general“, now a noble Lord in this 
houſe, a long and laborious campaign, to 
expel five thouſand Frenchmen from French 
America. My Lords, you. cannot conquer 


* Sir Jeffery (now Lord) 42 


America. 
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America. What is your preſent ſituation 


there? We do not know the worſt; but we 


know, that in three campaigns we have done 


nothing and ſuffered much. Beſides the ſuf- 


ferings, perhaps total loſs, of the Northern 
force *; the beſt appointed army that ever 
took the field commanded by Sir William 
Howe, has retired from the American lines; 
he was obliged to relinquiſh his attempt, and 
with great delay and danger, to adopt a new 
and diſtant plan of operations. We ſhall 
ſoon know, and in any event have reaſon to 
lament, what may have happened ſince. As 
to conqueſt, therefore, my Lords, I repeat, 
it is impothble.—You may {well every ex- 
pence, and every effort, {till more extrava- 
gantly; pile and accumulate every aſſiſtance 
you can buy or borrow; traffic and barter 
with every little pitiful German prince, that 
ſells and ſends his ſubjects to the ſhambles of 
a foreign priuce; your efforts are for ever 
vain and impoten. - doubly ſo from this mer- 
cenary aid on which you rely ; for it irritates, 


General Burgoyne's army. The hiſtory of it is ſhort—Moſt 
of its braveſt officers fell; and about half its numbers; the KES 
ſurrendered to the enemy on the 19th of October, 1777. See the 
Gazettes.— The account of this total loſs, as the noble ſpeaker's 
preſcience expreſſed it on the 18th of November, arrived in Eng- 
land in the beginning of December, 
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to an incurable reſentment, the minds of 
your enemies---to over-run them with the 
mercenary ſons of rapine and plunder ; de- 
voting them and their poſſeſſions to the ra- 
pacity of hireling cruelty! If I were an 
American, as I am an Engliſhman, while a 
foreign troop was landed in my country, I 
never would lay down my arms---never--- 
never---never. 


* Your own army 1s infected with the con- 
tagion of thele illiberal allies. The ſpirit 
of plunder and of rapine is gone forth 
among them. I know 1t---and notwithſtand- 
ing what the noble Earl“, who moved the 
addreſs, has given as his opinion of our 
American army, I know from authentic in- 
formation, and the moſt experzenced officers, 
that ourdiſcipline is deeply wounded. Whilſt 
this is notoriouſly our ſinking ſituation, Ame- 
rica grows and flouriſhes: whilſt our ſtrength 
and diſcipline are lowered, theirs are riſing 
and improving. 


* But, my Lords, who is the man, that in 
addition to theſe diſgraces and miſchiefs of 


Lord Percy, 
Our 


! 
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bur army, has dared to authoriſe and aſſo- 
ciate to our arms the tomahawk and ſcalp- © 
ing-knife of the ſavage? To call into ci- 
vilized alliance, the wild and inhuman fa- 
vage of the woods; to delegate to the mer- 
cileſs Indian, the defence of diſputed rights, 
and to wage the horrors of his barbarous 
war againſt our brethren ? My Lords, theſe 
enormities cry aloud for redreſs and puniſh- 
ment; unleſs thoroughly done away, it will 
be a ſtain on the national charatter---1t is a 
violation of the Conſtitution---I believe 1t 1s 


tional misfortunes, that the ſtrength and cha- 


- WW rafter of our army are thus impaired ; in- 
WW feed with the mercenary ſpirit of robbery 
end rapine---familiarized to the horrid ſcenes 
„ Jol ſavage cruelty, it can no longer boaſt of 
t de noble and generous principles which- 
& WW dignity a ſoldier; no longer ſympathize with 
h me dignity of che royal banner, nor feel the 
1g 


pride, pomp, and circumſtance of glorious 
war, © that make ambition virtue!” What 
makes ambition virtue ?---the ſenſe of ho- 
nour. But is the ſenſe of honour conſiſtent 
vith a ſpirit of plunder, or the prattice of 
murder? Can it flow from mercenary mo- 
lives, or can it prompt to cruel deeds ? Be- 
our | Aa 2 8 ſides 


againſt law. It is not the leaſt of our na- 
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ſides theſe murderers and plunderers, let me 
aſk our Miniſters, what other allies have they 
acquired? What other powers have they al. 
ſociated to their cauſe? Have they entered 
into alliance with the king of the gyþſies? 
Nothing, my Lords, is too low or too Judi. 
crous to be conſiſtent with their counſels. 


The independent views of America have 
been ſtated and aſſerted as the foundation 
of this addreſs. My Lords, no man wiſhes 
for the due dependence of America on 

this country more than I do. To preſerve 
it, and not confirm that ſtate of independ- 
ence into which your meaſures hitherto have 
driven them, is the object which we ought to 
unite. in attaining. The Americans, con- 
tending for their rights againſt the arbitrary 
exactions, I love and admire; it is the ſtrug- 
gle of free and virtuous patriots : but con- 
tending for independency and total dilcon- 
nection from England, as an Engliſhman, | 
cannot wiſh them ſucceſs; for, in a due con- 
ſtitutional dependency, including the anct- 
ent ſupremacy of this country in regulating 
their commerce and navigation, conſiſts the 
mutual happineſs and proſperity both of 
England and America. She derived aſſiſt- 
ance 
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ance and protection from us; and we reaped © 
from her the moſt important advantages 


She was, indced, the fountain of our wealth, 
the nerve of our ſtrength, the nurſery and 
baſis of our naval power. It 1s out duty, 


therefore, my Lords, if we with to ſave our 


country, moſt ſeriouſly to endeavour the re- 
covery of thele molt beneficial ſubjetts : 
and in this perilous criſis, perhaps the pre- 
ſent moment may be the only one in which 
we can hope for ſucceſs: for in their nego- 


tiations with France, they have, or think 


they have, reaſon to complain : though it be 
notorious that they have received from that 
power, important ſupplies and aſſiſtance of 
various kinds, yet it is certain they expected 
it in a more deciſive and immediate degree. 
America is in ill humour with France, on 
ſome points that have not entirely anſwered 
her expectations: let us wiſely take advan- 
tage of every poſſible moment of reconcili- 
ation. Beſides, the natural diſpoſition of 
America herſelf ſtill leans towards England; 
to the old habits of connection and mutual 
intereſt that united both countries. This 
was the eſtabliſhed ſentiment of all the Con- 
tinent; and ſtill, my Lords, in the great and 
principal part, the ſound part of America, 
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this wiſe and affeRionate diſpoſition pre. 
vails; and there is a very conſiderable part 
of America yet ſound---the middle and the 
ſouthern provinces; ſome parts may be fac. 
tious and blind to their true intereſts ; but 


if we expreſs a wiſe and benevolent diſpoſi. 


tion to communicate with them thoſe immut- 
able rights of nature, and thoſe conſtitu- 
tional liberties, to which they are equally en- 
titled with ourſelves; by a conduct fo juſt 
and humane; we ſhall confirm the favour: 
able, and conciliate the adverſe, I ſay, my 
Lords, the rights and liberties to which they 
are equally entitled, with ourſelves, but no 
more. I would participate to them every 
enjoyment and freedom which the coloniz- 
ing ſubjects of a free ſtate can poſſeſs, or 
wiſh to poſſeſs; and I do not ſee why they 
ſhould not enjoy every fundamental right 
in their property, and every original ſub- 
ſtantial liberty, which Devonſhire or Surry, 
or the county I live in, or any other county 
in England, can claim; reſerving always, as 
the ſacred right of the mother country, the 
due conſtitutional dependency of the Colo- 


nies. The inherent ſupremacy of the ſtate - 


in regulating and protecting the navigation 
and commerce of all her ſubjetts, is neceſſary 
for 
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pire. ; 


0 The ſound parts of America, of which 
great truths, and of their real intereſts. 


contemptible rebellion, which this country 
has been deluded to believe. It is not a wild 
V and lawleſs banditti, Who, having nothing to 
y loſe, might hope to ſnatch ſomething from 
o MW public convulſions; many of their leaders 
y and great men have a great ſtake in this 


great conteſt:—the gentleman who conducts 


Ir their armies, I am told, has an eſtate of four 
or five thouſand pounds a year: and when 
nt I conſider theſe things, I cannot but lament 
bh. MW the inconſiderate violence of our penal acts, 


with all the fatal effects of attainder and 
confiſcation, | 


* 


As to the diſpoſition of foreign powers, 
which is aſſerted to be pacific® and friendly, 


= 


In the King's Speech. 


aa 4 = 


for the mutual benefit and preſervation of 
every part, to conſtitute and preſerve the 
proſperous' arrangement of the whole em- 


I have ſpoken, muſt be ſenſible of theſe 


America is not in that ſtate of deſperate and 


our deelarations of treaſon and rebellion, . 
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let us judge, my Lords, rather by their 
actions and the nature of things, than by 


- 


intereſted aſſertions. The uniform aſſiſtance, 


ſupplied to America by France, ſuggeſts a 


different concluſion: The moſt important 
intereſts of France, in aggrandizing and en- 


riching herſelf with what ſhe moſt wants, 


ſupplies of every naval ſtore from America, 
muſt inſpire her with different ſentiments. 
The extraordinary preparations of the Houſe 
of Bourbon, by land and by ſea, from Dun- 
kirk to the Streights, equally ready and wil. 
ling to overwhelm theſe defenceleſs iſlands, 
ſhould rouſe us to a ſenſe of their real dif. 
poſition, and our own danger. Not five 
thouſand troops in England !—hardly three 
thouſand in Ireland! What can we oppoſe 
to the combined force of our enemies?— 
Scarcely twenty ſhips of the line fully or 


' ſufficiently manned, that any Admiral's re- 


putation would permit him to take the com- 


mand of *. The river of Liſbon in the pol: 


ſeſſion 


! 


In reply to the noble ſpeaker's aſfertion, relative to the num- 
ber of ſhips, &c. the firſt Lord of the Admiralty rote in his place, 
and gave their Lordſhips official aſſurance, “ that thirty five ſhips 
of the line were then (Nov. 18th, 1777) completely ready: that 
ſeven more would be ready in a few weeks; in all forty-:wo : and 
that an Admiral of the moſt acknowledged mexit (he then ſaid) 

and 
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ſeſſion of our enemies The ſeas ſwept by 
American privateers :—Our channel trade 
torn to pieces by them! In this complicated 
criſis of danger, weaknels at home, and ca- 
lamity abroad, terrified and inſulted by the 
neighbouring powers, —unable to att in 
America, or atting only to be deſtroyed ;— 
where 1s the man with the forehead to pro- 
miſe or hope for ſucceſs in ſuch a ſituation? 
or, from perſeverance in the meaſures that 
have driven us to it? Who has the forehead 
to do ſo? Where 1s that man? I ſhould be 
glad to ſee his face. 8 


* You cannot conciliate America by your 
preſent meaſures—you cannot /ubdue her 
by your preſ2nt, or by any meaſures. 
What, then, can you do? You cannot con- 
quer, you cannot gain, but you can addreſs ; 


and of the higheſt reputation, Admiral Keppel, was ready to take 
the command.” —In March, 3778, Admiral Keppel went to 
Portſmouth to take the command. He found “ but fix ſhips 


ready,“ and thoſe in ill condition. See Defence of Admiral Kep- 


pel.—** On the zoth of June, twenty ſhips of the line were ready, 
with which Admiral Keppel \ailed. Thirty-two ſhips of the line 
then lay in Breſt-water, beſides an incredible number of frigates.” 
Ibid. —The Engliſh fleet were forced to return, from this vaſt 
ſuperiority of the fleet of France.—* A firſt Lord of the Admi- 
ralty, if he does not take care always to have a fleet ſuperior to 
both France and Spain, deſerwes to /oſe his bead. —Ld. Sandwich, 


you 
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you can Jull the fears and anxieties of the 
moment into an ignorance of the danger 
that ſhould produce them. But, my Lords, 
the time demands the language of truth: 
we muſt not now apply the flattering unction 
of ſervile compliance, or blind complai- 
ſance. In a juſt and neceſſary war, to main- 
tain the rights or honour of my country, I 
would ſtrip the ſhirt from my back to ſup- 
port it. But in ſuch a war as this, unjuſt in 
its principle, impracticable in its means, and 
ruinous in its conſequences, I would not con- 


tribute a ſingle effort, nor a ſingle ſhilling. 
Ido not call for vengeance on the heads of 


thoſe who have been guilty ; Ionly recom- 
mend to them to make their retreat: let 
them walk off; and let them make haſte, or 
they may be aſſured that ſpeedy and condign 
puniſhment will over-take them, 


* My Lords, I have ſubmitted to you, 
with the freedom and truth which I think 
my duty, my ſentiments on your preſent 
awful ſituation. I have laid before you the 
ruin of your power, the diſgrace of your 
reputation, the pollution of your diſcipline, 
the contamination of your morals, the com- 
plication of calamities, ſoreign and domeſtic, 

that 
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deareſt intereſts, your own liberties, the 
Conſtitution itſelf, totters to the foundation. 
All this diſgraceful danger, this multitude of 
miſery, .is the monſtrous offspring of this 
unnatural war, We have. been deceived 
and deluded too long: let us now ſtop ſhort: 
this is the criſis may be the only * criſis, 
of time and ſituation, to give us a poſſibi- 
lity of eſcape from the fatal effects of our 


deluſions. But if in an obſtinate and infa- 


tuated perſeverance in folly, we ſlaviſhly 
echo the peremptory words this day pre- 
ſented to us, nothing can ſave this devoted 
country from complete and final ruin, We 
madly ruſh into multiplied miſeries and 


© confuſion worle confounded.” 


* Is it pollible, can it be believed, that 
Miniſters are yet blind to this impending 


deſtruction ?—I did hope, that inſtead of 


this falſe and empty vanity, this over-ween- 
ing pride, engendering high conceits, and 


It cannot have e caped obſervation, with what urgent anxiety 
the noble ſpeaker has preſſed this point throughout his ſpeech: 
the critical neceſſity of inſtantly treating with America. But the 
warning voice was heard in vain: the Addreſs triumphed: Parli- 
ament adjourned : Miniſters enjoyed the feſtive receſs of a long 
Chriſtmas :—and America ratified her alliance with France. 


preſump- 


that overwhelm your ſinking country. Your © 
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”. preſumptuous imaginations that Miniſters 


rg would have humbled themſelves in their 


errors, would have confeſſed and retracted 
them, and by an active, though a late re- 
pentance, have endeavoured to redeem 
them. But, my Lords, ſince they had nei- 
ther ſagacity to foreſee, nor juſtice nor hu- 
manity to ſhun, theſe oppreſſive calamities; 
ſince, not even ſevere experience can make 
them feel, nor the imminent ruin of their 
country awaken them from their ſtupefaction, 
the guardian care of Parliament n:uſt inter- 
poſe. I ſhall therefore, my Lords, propoſe 
to you an amendment to the addrels to his 
Majeſty, to be inſerted immediately after the 
two firſt paragraphs of congratulation on 
the birth of a Princeſs: to recommend an 
immediate ceſſation of hoſtilities, and the 
commencement of a treaty to reſtore peace 
and liberty to America, ſtrength and happi- 
neſs to England, ſecurity and permanent 
proſperity to both countries. This my 
Lords, is yet in our power; and let not the 
wiſdom and juſtice of your Lordſhips neg- 
lect the happy, and, perhaps the only op- 
portunity. By the eſtabliſhment of recover- 

able law, (founded on mutual rights, and 
aſcertained by treaty, thele glorious enjoy- 
Be ments 


A 
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ments may be firmly perpetuated. And let 
me repeat to your Lordlhips, that the ſtrong 
bias of America, at leaſt of the wiſe and 
ſounder parts of it, naturally inclines to this 
happy and Conſtitutional re-connettion with 
you. Notwithſtanding the temporary in- 
trigues with France, we may {till be aſſured 
of their ancient and confirmed partiality to 
us. America and France cannot be conge- 
nial ; there is ſomething deciſive and con- 


firmed in the honeſt American, that will 
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not aſſimilate to the futility and levity of 


Frenchmen. 


* My Lords, to encourage and confirm 
that innate inclination to this country, 
founded on every principle of affection, as 


well as conſideration of intereſt—to reſtore 


that favourable diſpoſition into a permanent 
and powerſul re- union with this country— 
to revive the mutual ſtrength of the empire; 
again, to awe the Houle of Bourbon, in- 
ſtead of meanly truckling, as our preſent 
calamities compel us, to every inſult of 
French caprice, and Spaniſh punctilio to 
re-eſtabliſh our commerce to re- aſſert our 


rights and our honour—to confirm our in- 


tereſts, and renew our glories for ever (a 


Con- 
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conſummation moſt devoutly to be endea- 
voured! and which, [ truſt, may yet ariſe 
from reconciliation with America)—1 have 
the honour of ſubmitting to you the follow- 
ing amendment; which I move to be in- 
ſerted after the two firſt para graphs of the 
* 


* And that this Houſe does moſt humbly 
adviſe and ſupplicate his Majeſty, to be 
pleaſed to cauſe the moſt ſpeedy and effect- 
ual meaſures to be taken, for reſtoring peace 
in America; and that no ume may be loſt 
in propoling an immediate ceſſation of hol- 
tilities there, in order to the opening a treaty 
for the final ſettlement of the tranquillity of 


theſe invaluable provinces, by a removal of 


the unhappy cauſes of this ruinous civil war; 
and by a juſt and adequate ſecurity againſt 
the return of the like calamities in times to 
come. And this Houſe deſire to offer the 
moſt dutiful aſſurances to his Majeſty, that 
they will, in due time, chearfully co-operate 


with the magnanimity and tender goodnels 


of his Majeſty, for the preſervation of his 


people, by ſuch explicit and moſt ſolemn 
declarations, and proviſions of fundamental 
and reyocable laws, as may be judged neceſ- 

ſary 
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fary for the aſcertaining and fixing for ever CHAP: 
the reſpective rights of Great Britain and — 


1777 · 
her Colonies.“ 
The amendment was negatived. 


In the courſe of the debate, Lord Suffolk, | = 
Secretary of State for the Northern depart- iſp 
ment, undertook to defend the employment 
of the Indians in the war. His Lordſhip 
contended, that, beſides its policy and eceſ- 
ſity, the meaſure was alſo allowable on prin- 
ciþle; for that © it was perfectly juſtifiable 
to uſe all the means that God and Nature 
put into our hands.” 


*I AM ASTONISHED!' (exclaimed Lord Lond | 
Chatham, as he role)— ſhocked! to hear Speech en 
ſuch principles confeſſed to hear them a: ploymene 
vowed in this houſe, or in this country: 
principles equally unconſtitutional, inhuman, 


and unchriſtian! 


*My Lords, I did not intend to have en- | 
croached again upon your attention ; but I 
cannot repreſs my indignation I feel myſelf 
impelled by every duty. My Lords, we are 
called upon as members of this Houſe; as 
men, 
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the ear of Majeſty, *© That God and nature 


put into our hands.” I know not what 
ideas that Lord may entertain of God and 
nature; but I know that ſuch abominable 
principles are equally abhorrent to religion 
and humanity.—What ! to attribute the ſa- 
cred ſanction of God and nature to the 
maſſacres of the Indian ſcalping knite—to 
the cannibal ſavage torturing, murdering, 
roaſting, and eating ; literally, my Lords, 


eating the mangled victims of his barbarous 


battles! Such horrible notions ſhock. every 
precept of religion, divine or natural, and 
every generous feeling of humanity. And, 
my Lords, they {ſhock every ſentiment of 
honour ; they ſhock me as a lover of ho- 
nourable war, and a deteſter of murderous 


barbarity. 


2 Theſe abominable principles, and this 
more abominable avowal of them, demand 
the moſt deciſive indignation. I call upon 


that Rzght Reverend Bench, thoſe holy mi- 


niſters of the goſpel, and pious paſtors of 
our church; I conjure them to join in the 


holy work, and vindicate the religion of 


their 
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. 14 1 
their God: I appeal to the wiſdom and the . = 
law of this learned Bench, to defend and 3 1 

it 


ſupport the juſtice of their country: I call 3 
upon the Biſhops, to interpoſe the unſullied 
ſanctity of their lawn ; upon the learned \ 
Judges, to interpoſe the purity of their er- 
mine, to {ave us from this pollution: I call 
upon the honour of your Lordſhips, to re- 

verence the dignity of your, anceſtors; and to 

| mamtain your own: I call upon the ſpirit 

and humamty of my country, to vindicate 

the national character: I invoke the genius 


; of the conſtitution. From the tapeſtry that 1 
| adorns theſe walls, the immortal anceſtor of k 
4 this noble Lord“ frowns with indignation 3 
| at the diſgrace of his country. In vain he x 
f led your victorious fleets againſt the boaſted Þ. 
5 Armada of Spain; in vain he defended and 15 
1 eflabliſhed the honour, the liberties, the re- aft 
ligion, the Proteſtant religion, of this coun- '% 
tty, againſt the arbitrary cruelties of Popery 5 
Nie and the Inquiſition, if theſe more than po— 4 
* piſh cruelties and inquiſitorial practices are 1 
* let looſe among us; to turn forth into our 1 
of Lord Effingham. —Lord Efingham Howard was Lord High Wh 
Admiral of England againſt the Spaniſh armada ; the deſtruction of 1 
the which is Tepreſented 1 in the eta: KF 
ol [4-43 $03: 3d 
1eir vor. . ſettlements, 
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ſettlements, among our ancient connexions, 


thirſting for the blood of man, woman, and 


child! to ſend forth the infidel ſavage— 
againſt whom ? againft your Proteſtant bre- 
thren; to lay waſte their country, to deſolate 


their dwellings, and extirpate their race and 


name, with theſe horrible hell-hounds of ſa- 
vage war l- hell-hounds, J jay, of ſavage 
war. Spain armed herſelf with blood-hounds 
to extirpate the wretched natives of Ameri- 
ca; and we improve on the inhuman exam- 
ple even of Spaniſh cruelty we turn looſe 
theſe ſavage hell-hounds againſt our bre- 
thren and countrymen in America, of the 
fame language, laws, liberties, and religion; 
endeared to us by every tye that ſhould 
fanQify humanity, 


My Lords, this awful ſubjett, ſo i impor- 
tant to our honour, our conſtitution, and 
our religion, demands the moſt folemn and 
effectual enquiry. And I again call upon 
your Lordſhips, and the united powers of 
the ſtate, to examine tt thoroughly and de- 
ciſfively, and to ſtamp upon it an mdelible 
ſtigma of the public abhorrence. And I 
again implore thoſe holy prelates of our re- 
ligion, 
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Jigion, to doaway theſe iniquites from among N. 
us. Let them perform a luſtration; let them 
purify this Houſe; and this country, from 
this ſin. 


SG. 
ES <2 T 


2 > # 


* My Lords I am old and weak; and at : jg 
preſent unable to ſay more; but my feelings 
and indignation were too ſtrong to have 
ſaid leſs: I could not have ſlept this night in 
my bed, nor repoſed my head on my pillow, 
without giving this vent. to my eternal ab- 


horrence of ſuch prepoſterous and enormous 


principles; | 

This ſpeech had no effect. The Addreſs 
Vas agreed to. 

On the 20 day of December 1777; the 
duke of Richmond moved for the returns of 
the army and navy in Ireland and America. 
Upon this occaſion, Lord Chatham ſaid, 


t I moſt cheerfully teſtify my apptobation Oaks 
of the motions now made by the noble ne! 
Duke; and am firmly perſuaded, that they 
have originated in the moſt exalted motives; 
nor am I leſs pleaſed with the very candid 
reception they have met with from your 

Bb 2 Lordſhips. 


the army. 
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Lordſhips. I think they will draw forth a 
great maſs of uſeful information; but as to 
thoſe reſpecting the ſtate of our military 
ſtrength, there appears ſomething yet want- 
ing to render them complete, Nothing has 
been offered which may lead to inform us of 
the actual ſtate of the garriſons of Gibraltar 
and Minorca, thoſe two very important for- 
trefies, which have hitherto enabled us to 
maintain our ſuperiority in the Mediterra- 
nean, and one of them (Gibraltar) ſituated 
on the very continent of Spain, the beſt 
proof of our naval power, and the only ſo- 
lid check on that of the Houle of Bourbon; 
yet thole two important fortreſſes are left 
to chance, and the pacific diſpoſitions of 
France and Spain, as the only protection; we 
hold them but by ſufferance. I know them 
to be in a defenceleſs fate, None of your 
Lordſhips are ignorant that we loſt Mahon 
at the commencement of the laſt war. It was 
indeed a fatal diſaſter, as it ex poſed the trade 
and commerce of the Mediterranean to the 
ravages of our invcterate and then power- 
ful enemies. My Lords, ſuch was the light 
the acquiſition of that fortreſs was locked 
upon when it was firſt taken, that the Duke 
of Marlborough, who was no great penman, 

but 
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but who employed a ſecretary to draw up 
his diſpatches, in anſwer to the letter from 
the able general and conſummate itateſman 
who conquered it (the father of my noble 
relation now in my eye, Earl Stanhope} 
truſted the diſpatch to the ſecretary, but ad- 
ded a poſtſcript in his own hand-writing, 
where he recommended particularly to the 
victorious general, by no means to neglect 
putting that fortreſs in the beſt poſſible ſtate 
of defence, and to garriſon it with natives, 
and not foreigners. When I had the ho- 
nour, ſoon aſter it fell into the hands of the 


French, to be called into the councils of the 


late King, I never loſt fight of that cireum- 
ſtance. Gibraltar ſtill remained in our 
kands; and the war in Germany, which Par- 
lament thought fit to engage in, and bind 
themſelves to, before I came into ofhce ; 
though we were carrying on the moſt exten- 


five operations in America; though the coaſt. 
of Africa, and the Welt India lands, requir- 


ed a ſuitable force to protect them; and 


though theſe kingdoms called for a propor- 


tionate army, not only to att defenſively, but 
offenſively on the coaſts of our enemies; 
notwithſtanding all thole preſſing ſervices, 
my Lords, having the counſel of that great 
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man conſtantly in view, it determined me, 


. that whatever demands, or how much ſo. 


1777. 


ever ſuch troops might be wanting elſewhere, 
that Gibraltar ſhould never want a full wad 
adequate defence, I never had, my Lords, 
leſs than eight battalions to defend =. 4 
think a battalion was then about eight hun- 
dred ſtrong. So that, my Lords, I affirm 
that Gibraltar was never truſted to a garriſon 
of leſs than ſix thouſand men. My Lords, 
this force was, as it were, locked up in that 
fortreſs during the whole of the late war; nor 
could any appearance of the moſt urgent 


neceſſity induce me to weaken it. My 


Lords, I know that the very weak and de- 
fenceleſs ſtate of theſe iſlands does not ſeem 
to admit of any troops being ſpared from 
the home defence ; but, my Lords, give me 
leave to ſay, that whatever reluctance or 
diſguſt there may have appeared in ſeveral 
veteran and able Generals to the ſervice, 
where the tomahawk and ſcalping knife were 
to be the warlike inſtruments employed as 
the engines of deſtruttion, I am convinced 


there are many, ſome of whom I have in 


my eye [ſuppoſed to mean Lords Townl- 
hend and Amherſt] who would with ardour 
and alacrity, accept of any command, where 

the 
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the true honour, intereſt, and ſafety of their 


country were concerned. My Lords, the 


moment is arrived when this ſpirit ſhould 
be exerted. Gibraltar is garriſoned by Han- 
overians. I am told, if any accident ſhould 


happen to the preſent commanding officer 


there, that the care of the fortreſs, and the 
command of the troops, would devolve on 
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a foreigner. I do not recollect his name, 


but this is my information; and if I do not 
hear it contradicted, I muſt take it for 
granted, I am well authoriſed to ſay, my 
Lords, that ſuch is the preſent defenceleſs 
ſtate of Gibraltar, that there is not a ſecond 
relief in caſe of an attack; not men ſufficient 


to man the works, while thoſe fatigued with 


ſervice and watching, go to refreſh, eat, or 
ſleep ; though Germany and the wilds of A- 


merica have been ranſacked for the purpoſe. 


My Lords, we ſhould not want men in a 
good cauſe; and nothing ought to be left 
| untried to procure them, I remember, ſoon 
after the period I ſhall take the liberty to 
remind your Lordſhips of, after an unnatu- 
ral rebellion had been extinguiſhed in the 
northern part of this iſland, men not fighting 
ſor liberty, of the conſtitution of their coun- 
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try, but profeſſedly to annihilate both, as 
advocates for popery, ſlavery, and arbitrary 
power; not like our brethren in America, 


Whigs in principle, and heroes in conduct: 


1 remember, I fay, my Lords, that Iemploy- 
ed theſe very rebels in the ſervice and de- 
fence of their country. T hey were reclaim- 
ed by this means; they fought our battles ; 
they cheertully bled in deſence of thoſe li- 
berties which they attempted to overthrow 
but a few years before, What, then, does 
your Lordſhips imagine would be the effect 
of a ſimilar conduct towards the Whigs and 
freemen of America, whom you call rebels? 
Would it not, think you, operate in like 


manner? They would fight your battles; 


they would cheerfully bleed for you; they 


would render you ſuperior to all your fo- 


reign enemies; they would bear your arms 


triumphant to every quarter of the globe. 


You have, I fear, loſt the aftection, the good 


will of this people, by employing mercenary 
Germans to butcher them; by ſpiriting up 


the ſavages of America to {calp them with 
the tomahawk. My Lords, I would have 
you conſider, ſhould this war be puſhed to 
extremities, the poſſible conſequences. Tt 
is no farther from America to England than 

from 
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from England to America. If conqueſt is HA. 


to be the iſſue, we muſt truſt to that iſſue,. 


and fairly abide by it. 


The noble Earl at t the head of 4 Ad- 
miralty, the laſt night I had"the honour to 
addreſs your Lodge contradicted me 
when I aſſerted we had not above twenty 
ſhips of the line fit to proceed to ſea (on ac- 
tual ſervice) at a ſhort warning. Iagain re- 
peat the aſſertion, though I gave it up at that 


time, on account of the plauſibility and con- 


idence with which the fact was aſſerted. 
I now ſay, there are not above twenty ſhips 
of the line, on which any naval officer of 
eminence and {kill in his profeſſion would 
flake his credit. The noble Earl in office 
laid, there were thirty-five ſhips of the line 
ft for ſea; but acknowledged, that there was 
a deficiency of near three thouſand of- the 
complements neceſſary to proceed upon*ac- 
tual ſervice. How did the noble Earl propoſe 
to fill up that deficiency ?—By ſupernume- 
raries, by transfers, by recruits, &c. Will 
the noble Earl ſay, that twenty-one thou ſand 
5 a full war complement for thirty five ſhips 
of the line? or will he undertake to aſſure 
this Houſe (even allowing for thoſe odds and 

| ends) 
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ends) that the ſhips will be properly man- 
ned by the numbers now attually on board? 
But if every particular fact, ſtated by the 


noble Earl, be preciſely as he would per- 


ſuade your Lordſhips to believe; will his 
Lordſhip pretend to affirm, that thirty-five 
{hips of the line, or even forty-two (the 
higheſt that his Lordſhip ventured to go) 
would, in caſe of a rupture with the Houle of 
Bourbon, be ſufficient for all the purpoſes of 
oftence, defence and protection? I am ſure 
his Lordſhip will not. A fleet in the Chan- 


nel; one in the Weſtern ſea; another in the 
Weſt Indies; and one in the Mediterranean; 


beſides convoys and cruizers, to protect our 
commerce and annoy our enemies. I ſay, 


my Lords, that thirty-five ſhips of the line 


would be neceſſary for the protection of our 
trade and fortreſſes in the Mediterranean 
alone. We muſt be equal to the combined 
force of France and Spain in that fea, or we 
need not ſend a ſingle {hip there. Ships mult 


be ſtationed to command reſpect from the 


powers on the coaſt of Barbary, and to pre- 
vent their piracies on our merchant veſſels. 
We muſt have a ſuperior fleet in the Wel- 


tern ſea likewiſe, and WE muſt have one in the 
Channel 
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Channel equal to the defence of our own . it 
coaſt. 8 1 
7. bl 

© Theſe were the ideas which prevailed, 
when I had the honour of aſliſting in the 
Britiſh councils, and at all other preceding 
periods of naval hoſtility ſince the Revolu- 
tion. My Lords, if Lord Anſon was capa- 
ble of the high office the noble Earl now 
preſides in, the noble Earl is certainly miſ- | 
taken in ſaying, that thirty-five or fifty- ſive | 
? ſhips of the line are equal to the ſeveral ſer- i} 
© WE vices now enumerated. That great naval x 1 
commander gave in a liſt, at one time, of J 
r eighty- four thouſand ſeamen actually on the , 
„books. It is well worthy your Lord{hip's' 
inquiry, to know what are the preſent num 
ber. The motion made by the noble Duke 
leads to that inquiry, and meets my warm- 
eſt approbation; but that we may have eve- 
ry neceſſary information, I recommend to 
my noble friend to amend his motion by 
extending jt to Gibraltar and Mahon. Ido 
not wiſh to have any thing diſcloſed at pre- 
ſent, which -may tend to expole the weak 
tate of thoſe fortreſſes; but I think it incum- 
bent on your Lordſhips tolearntheir ſtrength, 
in point of numbers of men; and to know 

29% | how 
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cx? how the fatt ſtands, relative to the poſſi- 
4 bility of the command of Gibraltar deyoly. 
ing on a foreigner, in caſe of any accident 
happening to the officer who now command; 


there.“ 
The motion was agreed to. 


On the On the fifth day of December, in conſe- 
* — of 


ws duence of intelligence having arrived of the 
n. capture of General Burgoyne's army, Lord 
Chatham went to the Houſe of Lords to 
make a motion upon that ſubject, which 
he introduced with remarking, That the 
King's ſpeech at the opening of the ſeſſion 
conveyed a general inlormation of the mea- 
ſures intended to be purſued; and looked 
forward to the probable occurrences which 
might be ſuppoſed to happen. He had that 
Tpeech now in his hand, and a deep ſenſe of 
the public calamity in his heart. They 
would both co-operate to inforce and juſtiſy 
the meaſure he meant to propoſe. He was 
ſorry to ſay, the ſpeech contained a very 
unfaithful picture of the ſlate of public af- 
fairs. This aſſertion was unqueſtionable; 
not a noble Lord in Adminiſtration would 
dare riſe, and even ſo much as controvert 
the 
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the fact. The ſpeech held out a ſpecious . 
outſide- -was full of hopes; yet it was mant- OY 
feſt, that every thing within and without, 
foreign and domeſtic, was full of danger, 
and calculated to inſpire the moſt melan- 
choly forebodings. His Lordſhip hoped, 
that this ſudden call for their Lordſhips' 
attention, would be imputed to its true mo- 
tive, a deſire of obtaining their aſſiſtance in 
ſuch a ſeaſon of difficulty and danger; a 
ſeaſon in which, he would be bold to main- 
tain, a fingle moment was not to be loſt. 
It was cuſtomary, he ſaid, for that Houſe to 
offer an addreſs of condolance to his Ma- 
jelly upen any public misfortune, as well 
as one of congratuletion, on any public 
ſucceſs. If this was the uſage of Parliament, 
he never recollected a period, at which, ſuch 


*h Rs 
t nn addreſs became more ſeaſonable or neceſ- 

. W ary than at preient. If what was acknow- 
Ol 5 : 

ledged in the other Houle was true, he was 

ey f ä : ; 
15 aſtoniſhed, that ſome public notice was not 
| 


laken of the ſad, the melancholy diſaſter.—- 
The report was, the fact was acknowledged 
by perſons in high authority, | Lords Ger- 
nam and North | that General Burgoyne 
mY and his army were ſurrounded, and obliged 
to ſurrender themſelves priſoners of war to 
he ö = 
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—— of this calamitous event, as now ſtated, and 
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Mr. Burgoyne in the moſt pathetic terms; 
and ſaid, that gentleman's character, the 


had been all ſacrificed to the ignorance, te- 
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argue upon it as a matter univerſally allowed 
to be true. He then lamented the fate of 


glory of the Britiſh arms, and the deareſt 
intereſts of this undone, diſgraced country 


merity, and incapacity of Miniſters. Ap- 
pearances, he obſerved, were indeed dread. 


ful; he was not ſufficiently informed to de- 


cide on the extent of the numerous evils 
with which we were ſurrounded; but they 
were clearly ſufficient to give juſt cauſe of 
alarm to the moſt confident or callous heart. 
He ſpoke with great candour of General 


 Burgoyne: he might, or might not, be ani t 


able officer; but by every thing he could 


learn, his fate was not proportioned to his © 
merit: he might have received orders it vas o 
not in his power to execute. Neither ſhould o 
he condemn Miniſters; they might have in- a 
ſtructed him wiſely; he might have executed ſp 
his inſtructions faithfully and judiciouſly te 


and yet he might have miſcarried. There 
are many events which the greateſt huma 
foreſight cannot provide againſt; it was o 

| | tha 
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that ground, therefore, he meant to frame 
his motion. The fact was acknowledged; 
the General had miſcarried. It might not 
have been his fault; it might not be that of 
his employers or inſtructors. To know 
where the fault lay, he was deſirous of hav- 
ing the orders given to General Burgoyne, 
laid before the Houſe, So much of the plan 
at home, had, however, tranſpired, as juſti- 
fed him in affirming that the meaſures were 
founded in weakneſs, barbarity and inhu- 
e- manity. Savages had been employed to 
ils carry ruin and devaſtation among our ſub- 
ey MW jets in America. Thetomahawk and ſcalp- 
of ing-knife were put into the hands of the 
rt. moſt brutal and ferocious of the human ſpe- 
cies. Was this honourable war? Was it 
the means which God and Nature | alluding 
to what had fallen from Lord Suffolk on the 
opening of the ſeſſion} put into the hands 
of Engliſhmen, to aſlert their rights over 
our colonies, and to procure their obedience, 
and conciliate their aftection?- His Lordſhip 
ſpoke in the moſt pointed terms of the ſyſ- 


at St. James's: of breaking all public and 
family connection, of extinguiſhing all pub- 
lie and private principle. A tew men had 
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have a perſonal aſcendency; by the execu- 
tive powers of the State being at their com- 
mand, they had been furniſhed wich ihe 
means of creating diviſions, This brought 
pliable men, not capable men, into the 
higheſt and moſt reſponſible fituations; and 
to ſuch men was the government of this 
once glorious empire now entruſted. The 
ſpirit of deluſion had gone forth; the Mi— 
niſters had impoled on the people; Parlia- 
ment had been induced to ſanctify the iin 
poſition; falſe lights had been held out to 
the country gentlemen: they had been ſe- 
duced into the ſupport of a moſt deſtructive 
war, under the impreſſion, that the Land 


Tax would be diminiſhed, by the means of 


an American revenue. The viſionary phan- 
tom, thus conjured up for the baſeſt of all 
purpoles, that of deception, was now about 


to vaniſh. He condemned the contents ol 


the ſpeech in the bittereſt terms of reproach, 
He ſaid it abounded with abſurdity and con- 
tradiction. In one part it recommended 
vigorous meaſures, pointing to conqueſt, or 
unconditional ſubmiſſion ; while in another. 
it pretended to ſay, that peace was the real 


object, as ſoon as the deluded multitude 
ſhould 
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ſhould return to their allegiance, This, his © A P- 


moſt inſolent deluſion. It was by this 
ſtrange mixture of firmneſs, and pretended 
candour, of cruelty and mercy, juſtice and 
miquity, that this infatuated nation had been 
all along milled. | 


His Lordſhip returned to the ſituation 
of General Burgoyne, and paid him, indeed, 
very high compliments. He ſaid, his abili- 
ties were confeſſed; his perſonal bravery 
not ſurpaſſed ; his zeal in the ſervice un- 
queſtionable. He experienced no peſtilence, 
nor ſuffered any of the accidents which 
1 MW fometimes ſuperſede the moſt wiſe and ſpi- 
nited exertions of human induſtry. What 
- wen, ſays his Lordſhip, 1s the great cauſe 
of his misfortune? Want of wiſdom in our 


His Lordſhip laid the whole blame on Mi- 
niſters : it was their duty to ſhield that ill- 
treated officer from the temporary obloquy 


motion bore no perſonal relation to the con- 
duct of that able, but abuſed officer; it was 
meant to be ſolely pointed to draw forth 

Vor. II. Ce thoſe 


Council, want of ability in our Miniſters. 


he muſt ſuffer under, till he had an oppor- 
unity to juſtify himſelf in perſon. His 


XLIV. 
Lordſhip contended, was the groſſeſt and —— 
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thoſe inſtructions, which were the cauſe of 
his defeat and captivity. General Burgoyne 
was ſubject to the events of war; fo was 
every other man who bore a command in 


time of war; for his part, when he was in 


office, he never attempted to cover his own 
incapacity, by throwing the blame on others; 
on the contrary, he gave them every ſup- 
port and becoming countenance in his 
power. 


His Lordſhip condemned the plan of 
operations, which he inſiſted was fent from 
hence; that of penetrating into the Colonies 
from Canada. It was a moſt wild, uncom- 
bined, and mad project; it was full of dif- 
ficulty; and though ſucceſs had declared in 
our favour, would have been a wanton waſte 
of blood and treaſure. He next animad- 
verted on the mode of carrying on the war, 
which he ſaid was the moſt bloody, barba- 
rous, and ferocious, recorded in the annals 
of mankind. He contraſted the fame and 
renown we gained the laſt war with the feats 


and diſgraces of the preſent; then, he ſaid, 


we arrived at the higheſt pinnacle of glory; 
now we had ſullied and tarniſhed the arms 
of Britain for ever, by employing ſavages 

in 
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in our ſervice, by drawing them up in a 
Britiſh line, and mixing the ſcalping-knife 
and tomahawk with the {word and firelock. 
The horror he felt was ſo great, that had it 
fallen to his lot to ſerve in an army where 
ſuch cruelty was permitted, he believed in 


his conſcience he would ſooner mutiny than 
conſent to ſerve with ſuch barbarians. Such 


a mode of warfare was, in his opinion, a 


contamination, a pollution of our national 
character, a ſtigma which all the water of 
the rivers Delaware and Hudſon would ne- 
ver waſh away; it would rankle in the breaſt 
of America, and fink ſo deep into it, that 
he was almoſt certain they would never for- 
get nor forgive the horrid injury, 


His Lordſhip obſerved, that ſimilar in- 
ſtructions relative to the Indians had been 
imputed to him. He diſclaimed the leaſt 
recollection of having given any ſuch in- 
ſtructions; and in order to aſcertain the 
matter, ſo as to remove any ground of fu- 
ture altercation on the ſubject, he called up- 
on Adminiſtration to produce the orders, if 
any ſuch had been given, 


Cce2 | We 


387 


CHAP; 
XLIV, 
1777. 


— 


_ —  ———— — - 
— 


— 1 — * ” 
— - - - _ 4 — — : — — 2 — 2 = - A — 2. — 8 ©. 
—_— ——————— — — - 


_— — —— 


22 WE 


— 2 — 
5 - — 


388 


C HAP. 
XLIV. 


ANECDOTES AND SPEECHES 


© We had, he ſaid, {wept every corner of 


—— Germany for men: we had ſearched the 


1777» 


darkeſt wilds of America for the ſcalping. 
knife. But thoſe bloody meaſures being as 
weak as they were wicked, he recommended 
that inſtant orders might be ſent to call home 
the firſt, and diſband the other - indeed, to 
withdraw our troops entirely; for peace, he 
was certain, would never be effected, as long 
as the German bayonet and Indian ſcalp. 
ing-knife were threatened to be buried in 
the bowels of our American brethren. 
Such an expectation was abſurd, mad, and 
fooliſh. The Colonies muſt conſider us as 
friends, before they will ever conſent to treat 
with us: a formal acknowledgment of our 
errors, and a renunciation of our unjuſt, 
ill- founded, and oppreſſive claims, muſt pre- 
cede every the leaſt attempt to conciliate. 
He declared himſelf an avowed enemy to 


American independency. He was a Whig; 


and though he utterly from his heart ab— 
horred the ſyſtem of government endea 
voured to be carried into execution in Ame- 
rica, he as earneſtly and zealouſly contendec 
for a Whig government, and a Whig con 


nection between both countries, founded 
6 yy in 
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in a conſtitutional dependence and ſubor- 
dination. 


* His Lordſhip recurred to the melan- 
choly momentous ſituation of public affairs 
in general. 
by the accounts which Adminiſtration in the 
Gazette had thought proper to impart. Ge- 
neral Maſhington proved himſelf three times 
an abler general than Sir Medliam Howe ; 
for, with a force much inferior in number, 
and infinitely inferior in every other reſpect, 
as aſſerted from an authority not to be 
queſtioned (Lord Germaine) he had been 
able to baffle every attempt of ours, and 
left us in ſuch a ſituation, that if not aſſiſted 
by our fleet, our troops in the neighbour. 
hood of Philadelphia mult probably ſhare 
the ſame unhappy fate with thoſe under 
General Burgoyne. He condemned the mo- 
tives of the war in the molt pointed and 
energetic expreſſions, and the conduct of 
it in ſtill ſtronger; and compared the ſitua- 
tion of this country to that brought on his 
dominions by the Duke of Burgundy, ſur- 
named the Bold.---A Prince of the Houle of 
Savoy had his property ſ-1zed by him; the 
injured Prince would not ſubmit; war was 
C 3 deter- 


He ſaid, America was loſt, even 
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determined on; and the object ſtrongly re. 


_ ſembled the paltry pretence on which we 


had armed, and had carried fire, ſword, 
and devaſtation, through every corner- of 
America, The ſeizure was about a cargo 
of ſkins; he would have them, but the 
Prince of Saumur would not ſubmit. The 


Duke was conjured not to go to war; but 


he perſiſted; © he was determined ſteadily 


to purſue the ſame meaſures:” he marched 


againſt the deluded multitue:” but at laſt 
gave one inſtance of his magnanimity, by 


 Imputing his misfortunes to his own obſti. 


nacy ; © becauſe,” ſaid he, this was owing 
to my not ſubmitting to be well adviſed.” 
The caſe of the Duke of Burgundy was ap- 


plicable to England. Miniſters had under. 


taken a raſh enterprize, without wiſdom ta 
plan, or ability to execute. 


What had occaſioned ſince laſt war, the 
riſe in the value of Engliſh eſtates? America, 
which he now feared was for ever loſt. She 
had been the great ſupport of this country; 
ſhe had produced millions; ſhe afforded ſol- 
diers and ſailors; ſhe had given our manu- 
facturers employment, and enriched our 
merchants, The gentlemen of landed pro- 


perty 
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perty would probably feel this; for, when 
commerce fails, when new burdens are in- 
curred, when the means by which thoſe bur- 
dens were lightened are no more, the land 


owner will feel the double preſſure of heavy 
taxes: he will find them doubled jn the firſt 
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inſtance, and his rents proportionably de- 


creaſed. But what had we ſacrificed all 
thoſe advantages for? In purſuit of a pep- 


per- corn! And how did we treat America ? 


Petitions rejected complaints unanſwered 
—dutiful repreſentations treated with con- 
tempt—an attempt to eſtabliſh deſpotiſm on 
the ruins of conſtitutional liberty -meaſures 
to enforce taxation by the point of the ſword. 
Miniſters had inſidiouſly betrayed us into a 
war; and what were the fruits of it? Let 
the ſad cataſtrophe which had befallen Mr. 
Burgoyne ſpeak the ſucceſs. 


In the courſe of his ſpeech, he adverted 
to the language and Tory doctrine held in 
print, and in that houſe, by a moſt reverend 
Prelate: and, he truſted, he ſhould yet ſee 
the day, when thoſe pernicious doctrines 
would be deemed libellous, and treated as 
ſuch. They were the doctrines of Atterbury 
and Sacheverel. As a Whig, he ſhould never 
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Cty, endure them; and doubted not, the author 

——> orauthors would ſuffer that degree of cen- 
ſure and puniſhment they were juſtly enti- 
tled to, 


* After recommending meaſures of peace 
inſtead of meaſures of blood, and promiſ- 
ing to co-operate in every meaſure that 

might promiſe to put a ſtop to the effuſion of 
the one, and to promote the other, which 
might {till prove the means of once more 
uniting our Colonies to us, his Lordſhip 
moved, That an humble Addreſs be pre- 
ſented to his Majeſty, moſt humbly beſeech- 
ing his Majeſty that he will be graciouſly 
pleaſed to order the proper officers to lay 
before this Houſe copies of all orders and 
inſtructions to Lieutenant General Burgoyne 
relative to that part of his Majeſty's forces 
in America under his command. 


His mon. The motion was negatived. After which 


zi On on the 


employ= Lord Chatham moved, That an humble 
the Indi 


2 addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, moſt 
humbly beſeeching his Majeſty that he 


would be gractouſly pleaſed to order the 


proper officers to lay before this Houſe all 
orders and treaties relative to the employ- 
ment 
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Britiſh troops againſt the inhabitants of the =w—= 


Britiſh Colonies in North America, with a 
copy of the inſtructions given by General 
Burgoyne to Colonel St, Leger.” 


Lord Gower having oppoſed this motion 
with vehemence and acrimony, Lord Chat- 
ham roſe, * and reproached the noble Lord 
with petulance and malignant miſrepreſenta- 
tion. He denied that Indians had ever been 
employed by him; they might have crept 
into the ſervice, from the utility which the 
officers found in them when they were en- 
gaged in ſome particular enterpriſes in un- 


explored places; but they were never em- 


ployed by the late King (GEORGE II.) who, 
he ſaid had too much regard for the military 
dignity of his people, and alſo too much 
humanity, to agree to ſuch a propoſal, had 
it ever been made to him. And he called 
upon Lord Amherſt to declare the truth. 


Lord Amherſt reluctantly owned, that In- 


dians had been employed on both ſides; 


the French employed them firſt, he ſaid, and 
we followed the example. 


On 
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3 On the 11th day of December 1777, a 
— motion was made to adjourn to the 20th of 
2777+ 
January 1778. This long adjournment was 
oppoled by Lord Chatham. He ſaid, 


— * It is not with leſs grief than aſtoniſh- 


mot ion to 


ago. ment I hear the motion now made by the 
noble Earl, at a time when the affairs of 
this country preſent, on every ſide, proſ- 
pects full of awe, terror, and impending 
danger; when, Iwill be bold to ſay, events 
of a moſt alarming tendency, little expected 
or foreſeen, will ſhortly happen; when a 
cloud, that may cruſh this nation, and bury 
it in deſtruction for ever, is ready to burlt 
and overwhelm us in ruin. At ſo tremen- 
dous a ſeaſon, it does not become your 
Lordſhips, the great hereditrary council of 
the nation, to neglect your duty; to retire 
to your country ſeats for {ix weeks, in queſt 
of joy and merriment, while the real ſtate 
of public affairs calls for grief, mourning, 
and lamentation, at leaſt, for the fulleſt ex- 
ertions of your wiſdom. It is your duty, 
my Lords, as the grand hereditary council 
of the nation, to adviſe your Sovereign— 
to be the protectors of your country—to 
feel your own weight and authority. As 
here- 
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hereditary counſellors, as members of this CHAP. 


houſe, you ſtand between the crown and the 
people; you are nearer the throne than the 
other branch of the legiſlature, it is your 
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duty to ſurround and protect, to counſel 


and ſupplicate it; you hold the balance, 
your duty is to ſee that the weights are pro- 


perly poiſed, that the balance remains even, 


that neither may encroach on the other; 
and that the executive power may be pre- 
vented, by an unconſtitutional exertion of 
even conſtitutional authority, from bringing 
the nation to deſtruttion, My Lords, I fear 
we are arrived at the very brink of that 
ſtate; and I am perſuaded, that nothing 
ſhort of a ſpirited interpoſition on your 
part, in giving ſpeedy and wholeſome advice 
to your Sovereign, can prevent the people 
from feeling beyond remedy the full effects 
of that ruin which Miniſters have brought 
upon us. Theſe are che calamitous circum- 


ſtances, Miniſters have been the cauſe of; 


and ſhall we, in ſuch a ſtate of things, when 
every moment teems with events productive 
of the moſt fatal narratives ſhall we truſt, 


during an adjournment of ſix veeks, to 
thoſe men who have brought thoſe calami- 


ties upon us, when, perhaps, our utter over- 
„ n 
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throw is plotting, nay, ripe for execution, 
without almoſt a poſſibility of prevention? 
Ten thouſand brave men have fallen vic- 
tims to 1gnorance and raſhneſz, The only 
army you have in America may, by this 
time, be no more. This very nation remains 
no longer ſafe than its enemies think proper 
to permit. I do not augur ill. Events of 
a moſt critical nature may take place before 
our next meeting. Will your Lordſhips, 


then, in ſuch a ſlate of things, truſt to the 


guidance of men, who, in every ſingle ſtep 
of this cruel, this wicked war, from the 
very beginning, have proved themſelves 


weak, ignorant, and miſtaken? I will not 


ſay, my Lords, nor do I mean any thing 
perſonal, or that they have brought preme- 


ditated ruin on this country. I will not ſup- 


pole that they foreſaw what has ſince hap- 


pened; but I do contend, my Lords, that 


their guilt (I will not ſuppoſe it guilt), but 
their want of wiſdom, their incapacity, their 
temerity in depending on their own judg- 
ment, or their baſe compliances with the 
orders and dictates of others, perhaps cauſed 
by the influence of one or two individuals, 
have rendered them totally unworthy of 
vour Lordſhips' confidence, of the confidence 


of 
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of Parliament, and of thoſe whoſe rights 
they are the conſtitutional guardians of, the 
people at large. A remonſtrance, my Lords, 
ſhould be carried to the throne. The King 
has been deluded by his Miniſters. . They 
have been impoſed upon by falſe informa- 
tion, or have, from motives beſt known to 
themſelves, given apparent credit to what 
they were convinced in their hearts was un- 
true. The nation has been betrayed into 
the ruinous meaſure of an American war, 
by the arts of impoſition, by their own cre- 
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dulity, through the means of falſe hopes, 


falſe pride, and promiſed advantages, of the 
moſt romantic and improbable nature. My 
Lords, I do not wiſh to call your attention 
entirely to that point. I would fairly ap- 
peal to your own ſentiments, whether I can 
be juſtly charged with arrogance or pre- 
ſumption, if I ſaid, great and able as Mi- 
niſters think themſelves, that all the wiſdom 
of the nation is confined to the narrow cir- 
cle of the petty cabinet. I might, I think, 
without preſumption, ſay, that your Lord- 
ſhips, as one of the branches of the legiſla- 
ture, may be as capable of adviſing your 
Sovereign, in the moment of difficulty and 
age, as any leſſer council, compoſed of 


a fewer 
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CHAP. a fewer number; and who, being already 
—— ſo fatally truſted, have betrayed a want of 
of honeſty, or a want of talents. Is it, my 
Lords, within the utmoſt ſtretch of the moſt 
ſanguine expectation, that the ſame men 
who have plunged you into your preſent 
perilous and calamitous ſituation, are the 
proper perſons to reſcue you from it? No, 
my Lords, ſuch an expedctation would be 
prepoſterous and abſurd. I ſay, my Lords, 
you are now ſpecially called upon to inter- 
pole. It is your duty to forego every call of 
buſineſs and pleaſure; to give up your 
whole time to inquire into paſt miſconduct; 
to provide remedies for the preſent ; to pre- 
vent future evils; to reſt on your' arms, if I 
may uſe the expreſſion, to watch for the 
public ſafety; to defend and ſupport the 
throne; and, if fate ſhould ſo ordain it, to 
fall with becoming fortitude with the reſt of 
your fellow- ſubjects in the general ruin. I 
fear this laſt muſt be the event: of this 
mad, unjuſt, and cruel war. It is your Lord- 
ſhips duty to do every thing in your power 
that it ſhall not ; but, if it muſt be ſo, I truſt 
your Lordſhips and the nation will fall 
gloriouſly. ö 


My 
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* My Lords, as the firſt and moſt imme- 
diate object of your enquiry} I would re- 
commend to you to conſider the true ſtate of 
our home defence. We have heard much 
from a noble Lord in this Houſe, of the ſtate 
of our navy. I cannot give an implicit be- 
lief to what I have heard on that important 
ſubject. © I ſtill retain my former opinion 
relative to the number of line of battle ſhips; 
but as an enquiry into the real ſtate of the 
navy is deſtined to be the ſubject of a future 
conſideration, I do not wiſh to hear more 
about it, till that period arrives. Iallow, in 
argument, that we have thirty-five ſhips of 
the line fit for actual ſervice. I doubt much 


whether ſuch a force would give us a full 


command of the Channel. I am certain, if 
it did, every other part of our poſſeſſions 
muſt lie naked and defencelels, in every 
quarter of the globe. I fear our utter de- 
ſtruction is at hand. | Here and in many 


— 


other parts of his ſpeech, his Lordſhip 


broadly hinted, that the Houſe of Bourbon 
was meditating ſome important and deciſive 
blow near home. | What, my Lords, is the 
ſtate of our military defence? I would not 
wiſh to expoſe our preſent weakneſs ; but 
weak as we are, if this war ſhould be con- 
8 tinued, 
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would induce us to ſuppoſe, is this nation 


America? I will maintain they would not. 


reaſon to believe it to be true, that the head 


applied for the port of Embden, and has it 
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tinued, as the public declaration of perſons 
in high confidence with their Sovereign 


to be entirely ſtripped? And if it ſhould, 
would every ſoldier now in Britain be ſuffi- 
cient to give us an equality to the force in 


Where, then, will men be procured ? Re- 
cruits are not to be had in this country. 
Germany will give no more. I have read 
in the newſpapers of this day, and I have 


of the Germanic body has remonſtrated 
againſt it, and has taken meaſures accord- 
ingly to prevent it. Miniſters have, I hear, 
applied to the Swils Cantons, The 1dea 1s 
prepoſterous! The Swiſs never permit 
their troops to go beyond ſea. But, my 
Lords, if even men were to be procured 
in Germany, how will you march them to 
the water-ſide? Have not our Miniſters 


not. been refuſed? I ſay, you will not be able 
to procure men even for your home-detence, 


if ſome immediate ſteps be not taken. I 


remember during the laſt war, it was thou ght 
adviſeable to levy independent companies : 
they were, when completed, formed into 
batta- 


* 
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love the army, I know its uſe; but I muſt 
nevertheleſs own, that I was a great friend 
to the meaſure of eſtabliſhing a national 
militia. I remember the laſt war, that there 
were three camps formed of that corps, at 
once in this kingdom. I ſaw them myſelf; 
one at Wincheſter, another in the Weſt at 
Plymouth; and a third, if I recollect right, 
at Chatham. [Told he was right]. Whe- 
ther the militia is at preſent in ſuch a ſtate 
as to anſwer the valuable purpoſes it did 
then, or is capable of being rendered fo, 

I will not pretend w ſay; but I ſee no rea- 
ſon, why in ſuch a critical ſtate of affairs, 
the experiment ſhould not be made; and 
why it may not be put again on the form- 
er reſpectable footing. I remember, all the 
circumſtances conſidered, . when appearan- 
ces were not nearly ſo melancholy and 
alarming as they now are, that there were 
more troops in the county of Kent alone, 
tor the defence of that County, than there 
are now in the whole iſland, 


* My 3 I contend, that we have not, 
nor can procure, any force ſufficient to ſub- 
due America, It is monſtrous to think of it. 
Vor. II. D4 -- There 
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There are ſeveral noble Lords preſent, well 


— acquainted with military affairs. I call up- 


« $7774 


virtue, and they muſt deteſt the principles 


on any one of them to riſe and pledge him- 
ſelf, that the military force now within the 
kingdom 1s adequate to its defence, or that 
any poſſible force to be procured from Ger- 
many, Switzerland, or elſewhere, will be e- 
qual to the conqueſt of America. Iam too 
perfectly perſuaded of their abilities and in- 
tegrity, to expect any ſuch aſſurance from 


them. Oh! but if America is not to be con- 


quered, ſhe is to be treated with. Concili- 


ation is at length thought of; terms are to be 


offered. Who are the perfons that are to 
treat on the part of this afflicted and deluded 
country? The very men who have been the 
authors of our misfortunes: the very men 
who have endeavoured, by the moſt pernici- 
ous policy, the higheſt injuſtice and oppreſ- 
ſion, the moſt cruet and devaſtating war, to 
enflave thoſe people; they would conciliate 
to gain the confidence and affection of thoſe, 
who have ſurvived the Indian tomahawk, 
and the German bayonet. Can your Lord- 


© ſhips entertain the moſt diſtant proſpect of 


ſucceſs from ſuch a treaty, and fuch negoti- 
ators? No, my Lords, the Americans have 


of 


— 
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and narrow politics which muſt cauſe ſuch. 
overtures og the part of their mercileſs per- 
ſecutors. My Lords, I maintain, that they 
would {hun, with a mixture of prudence 
and deteſtation, any propoſition coming from 
that quarter. They would receive terms 
from ſuch men, as ſnares to allure and be- 
tray. They would dread them as ropes, 
meant to be put about their legs to entangle 
and overthrow them in certain ruin. 


—— — — oo —— 


My Lords, ſuppoſing that our domeſtic 
danger, if at all, is far diſtant; that our ene- 
mies vill leave us at liberty to proſecute this 
war with the utmoſt of our ability; ſuppoſe 
your Lordſhips ſhould grant a fleet one day, 
. an army another; all theſe, I do affirm, will 


1 — — — — —— - 
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) avail nothing, unleſs you accompany it with 
2 advice. Miniſters have been in error; ex- 
, perience has proved it; and what is worſe, 
c they continue in it. They told you in the 
. beginning, that 15,60 men would traverſe 
of America, without ſcarcely the appearance 
ti · ¶ of interruption; two campaigns have paſſed 
ve ſince they gave us this aſſurance, Treble 


that number has been employed; and one 
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of your armies, which compoſed two-thirds 
of the force by which America was to be 
ſubdued, has been totally deſtroyed, and is 
now led captive through thoſe provinces 


you call rebellious. Thoſe men whom you 


called cowards, paltroons, runaways, and 
knaves, are become victorious over your 
veteran troops; and in the midſt of victory, 
and fluſh of conqueſt, have fet Miniſters the 
example of moderation and of ma gnarumity 


- worthy imitation, 


My 1 no time ſhould be loſt which 
may promiſe to improve this diſpoſition in 


America; unleſs, by an obſtinacy founded in 


madneſs, we wiſh to ſtifle thoſe embers of 
affection which, after all our ſavage treat- 
ment, do not ſeem as yet to have been en- 
tirely extinguiſhed. While on one fide we 
muſt lament the unhappy fate of that ſpirit- 
ed officer, Mr. Burgoyne, and the gallant 
troops under his command, who were ſacri- 
ficed to the wanton temerity and ignorance 
of Miniſters, we are as ſtrongly impelled on 


the other to admire and applaud the gene- 


rous, magnanimous conduct, the noble 
friendſhip, brotherly affection and humanity 


of the victors, who condeſcending to impute 
| | the 
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the horrid orders of maſſacre and devaſta- 
tion to their true authors, ſuppoſed, that as 
ſoldiers and Engliſhmen, thoſe cruel exceſſes 
could not have originated with the General, 


nor were conſonant to the brave and humane 


ſpirit of a Britiſh ſoldier, if not compelled 


to it as an act of duty. They traced the 
firſt caule of thoſe diabolical orders to their 


ſource; and, by. that wiſe and generous in- 


terpretation, granted their profeſſed deſtroy- 
ers terms or capitulation, which they could 
be only entitled to as the makers of fair and 
honourable war, 


My Lords, I ſhould not have preſumed 
to trouble you, if the tremendous ſtate of 
this nation did not, in my opinion, make 1t 


neceſſary. Suchas I have this day deſcribed 


it to be, I do maintain it is. The ſame mea- 


ſures are ſtill perſiſted in; and Miniſters, 


becauſe your Lordſhips have been deluded, 


deceived and milled, preſume, that whenever 
the worſt comes, they will be enabled to 
ſhelter themſelves behind Parliament. This, 

my Lords, cannot be the caſe: they 
have committed themſelves and their mea- 
ſures to the fate of war, and they muſt abide 


the iſſue. I tremble for this country; I am 


Dd3 almoſt 
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almoſt led to deſpair, that we ſhall ever be 
able to extricate ourſelves. Whetheror not, 
the day of retribution 1s at hand, when the 
vengeance of a much injured and afflict- 
ed people will, I truſt, fall heavily on the 


authors of their ruin; and I am ſtrongly in- 


clined to believe, that before the day to 
which the propoſed adjournment ſhall ar- 
rive, the nable Earl who maved it will have 
Juſt cauſe to repent of his motion. 


The motion of adjournment was agreed to, 
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CH AP. XL. 


Lord Chatham's zeal and anxiety reſpetting Ame- 
rica—H.s lajt Speech in Parliament His laſt 
plan to preſerve America Mis ſudden ilineſs in 
the. Houſe of Lords. 


OTWITHSTANDING a negative c HA. 
had been put upon every propoſition —— 

and motion made by Lord Chathain, concern- oo 
ing America, yet he reſolved to perſevere Chacham's 


5 : : xeal and 
in the ſame line of conduct. To his :zea] axiety 


in this cauſe he ſacrificed his life. He had Americas 

not ſtrength of conſtitution ſufficient to 

bear the exertions he made. He was now 

advanced in the ſeventieth year of his age; 

had for many years ſuffered the ſevereſt 

Pains of the gout; but poſſeſſing talents 

ſuperior to moſt men, he felt with the 

ſharpeſt ſenſibility, the progreſs of events, 

which paſſed with indifference before the 

eyes of other men, who had not his pene- 

tration ; although debilitated by infirmity, 

and enervated by anguiſh of body and mind, 

ſtill he refuſed to yield to the calls of his 

diſorder, or to mitigate his torture, by the 
| D d 4 indulgence 
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indulgence of a bed—while his country was 
bleeding at every pore, he felt for her, not 
for himſelf. . Her honour and ſplendour had 
been his glory and his pride—her debaſe. 
ment and adyerſity were now the only ſub. 
jects of his concern and anxiety“. 


On the 7th day of April 1778, the Duke 
of Richmond having moved to preſent an 
Addreſs to the King on the ſubject of the 
ſtate of the nation, in which the neceſſity of 
admitting the Independence of America was 
inſinuated, Lord Chatham roſe to ſpeak 
again on this ſubjett, 


He began by lamenting that his bodily 
infirmities had ſo long, and eſpecially at ſo 


important a criſis, prevented his attendance 


on the duties of Parliament, He declared 
that he had made an effort almoſt beyond 
the powers of his conſtitution to come down 
tothe Houſe on this day (perhaps the laſt time 
he ſhould ever be able to enter its walls) to 


At, or near, the beginning of this year, a very extraordinary 
negotiation was attempted to be opened with Lord Chatham, 
through the Channels of Sir James Wright and Dr. Addington; 
the particulars of which the reader will find in the Appendix A A. 


expreſs 


* 
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exprels the indignation he felt at an idea CHAP, 


which he underſtood was gone forth, of yield- ——— 
ing * the ſovereignty of America 


My Lords, continued he, I rejoice that 
the grave has not cloſed upon me; that 
I am ſtill alive to lift up my voice againſt 
the diſmemberment of this ancient and moſt 
noble monarchy! Preſſed down as I. am by 
the hand of infirmity, I am little able to 


aſſiſt my country in this moſt perilous con- 
juncture; but, my Lords, while I have ſenſe 


and memory, I will never conſent to deprive 
the royal offspring of the Houſe of Brunſ- 
wick, the heirs of the Princeſs Sophia, of 
their faireſt inheritance. Where is the man 
that will dare to adviſe ſuch a meaſure? My 
Lords, his Majeſty ſucceeded to an empire 
as great in extent as its reputation was un- 


ſullied. Shall we tarniſh the luſtre of this 


nation by an ignominious ſurrender of its 


rights and faireſt poſſeſſions? Shall this great 
kingdom, that has ſurvived whole and en- 
tire the Daniſh depredations, the Scottiſh 


inroads, and the Norman conqueſt; that has 
ſtood the threatened invaſion of the Spaniſh 


armada, now fall proſtrate before the Houſe 
pf Bourbon? Surely, my Lords, this nation 
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is no longer what it was! Shall a people, 
that ſeventeen years ago was the terror of 


the world, now ſtoop fo low as to tell 


its ancient inveterate enemy, take all we 
have, only give us peace? It is impoſſible! 


vage war with no man, or ſet of men. 
I wiſh for none of their employments; nor 
would I co-operate with men who {lll per- 
fiſt in unretratted error; or who, inſtead of 
acting on a firm deciſive line of conduct, 
halt between two opinions, where there is 
no middle path. In God's name, if it is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary, to declare either for 
peace or war, and the former cannot be 
preſerved with honour, why is not the latter 
commenced without heſitation ? I am not, I 


confeſs, well informed of the reſources of 


this kingdom; but I truſt it has ſtill ſuffici- 
ent to maintain its juſt rights, though I 
know them not,—But, my Lords, any ſtate 


is better than deſpair. Let us at leaſt make 


one effort ; and if we muſt tall, let us fall 
like men! 


When his Lordſhip ſat down, Lord Tem- 
ple ſaid to him, © You have forgot to men- 
tion what we have been talking about 


Shall 
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Shall I get up?” Lord Chatham replied, 1. 
60 _ no; 1 will do it by and by.“ — . 


"-w- ff 


The converſation to which Lord Temple l. Ld. 1 Chats 
alluded, related to the principle features of pan to | 
a plan, which Lord Chatham had formed America, ] 
with a view to effect the recovery of Ame- | 
rica, The firſt part of the plan was, to re- 
commend. to his Majeſty, to take Duke 
Ferdinand of Brunſwick immediately into 
his ſervice, Lord Chatham's deſign in this 

meaſure, was to make an impreſſion, upon 

France on the Continent, in order to pre- 

vent her ſending that aſſiſtance to the A+ 

mericans, which he knew the French Court 

had promiſed. —Another part of the plan 

was, to recommend a Treaty of Union with 

the Americans that America ſhould make 

peace and war in concert with Great Bri- 

tain; that ſhe ſhould hoifl the Britiſh flag, 

and uſe the King's name in her Courts of 

Juſtice, His ideas went no further in this 
| converſation. But he conceived an opinion, 
that when America ſaw the impoſſibility of 
deriving any afliſtance from France, the 
Congreſs would accept of thele terms. 
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The reader * but obſerve, that this 
— plan i is perfectly conſonant with his Lord- 
{ſhip's former plan, which proved ſo eminent- 


ly ſuccelsful in the late war—of conquer- 


ing America by making a vigorous impreſ- 
hon upon France in Europe. He ſaw, that 
a war with France was become unavoida- 
ble: therefore, with his uſual penetration 
and ſpirit, he wiſhed to commence that war, 
immediately, upon his own principles. He. 
deteſted that procraſtination, which gave the 
enemy power, not only of chuſing the pe- 


riod of his conveniency, but the firſt ſcenes 
of operation. no att wort 15 


The Duke of Richmond LES ſpoken 
in anſwer to ſome parts of Lord Chatham's 


»The war which France carried on in America in conjunction, 
with the United States, was infinitely more expenſive and injurious 
to England, than a war againſt France in Europe, would have 
been. That this is not an aſſertion founded in conjetture, may 


be ſeen by comparing the charges of the German war, during the 


years 1758, 1759, 1760, and 1761, with the charges of the Ame- 
rican war, during the years 1978, 1779, 1782, 1781—excluſive of 
the arrears at the concluſion of each war. See this point men- 
tioned in Chap. XVI.——lt was a ſaying of Preſident Henault, 
author of the Hiſtory of France, that if there had been a ſucceſ- 
ſion of ſuch Miniſters as the Duke of Sully, nothing could have 
withſtood the power of France. In imitation of which, it may be 
faid, with equal truth, that if there had been a ſucceſſion of ſuch 
Miniſters as Lord Chatham, nothing could have withſtood the 
power of Great Britain, 


ſpeeck 
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ſpeech, his Lordſhip attemped to riſe, to ©X,3* 
reply to his Grace; but after two or three 3 
unſucceſsful efforts to ſtand, he fainted and 

fell down on his ſeat. The Duke of (um- 
berland, Lord Temple, Lord Stamford, and 

the other Lords near him, caught him in 

their arms. The Houſe was immediately 
cleared, and the windows were opened. — 

Dr. Brockleſby being in the Houſe, his aſſiſt- 

ance was inſtantly obtained. His Lordſhip 

was carried into an adjoining room, and the 


Houſe directly * 


This unhappy circumſtance proved the 
melancholy prelude of his death. As ſoon 
as pofſible, his Lordſhip was conveyed to 
his favourite villa at Hayes in Kent; where 
he was attended by his confidential phy - 
cian, Dr. Addington, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLVI. 


Lord Chatham's Death—The conduct of Parlia- 
ment upon that event—Some traits of his Cha- 
rafter, 


nr. F ORD CHATHAM" infirm and ema- 
— ciated ſtate of body baffled every effort 
. that {kill and medicine could afford. The 
exertions he had lately made, had exhauſted 


his frame and conſtitution. He languiſhed 


| 14: cha- at Hayes until the eleventh day of May, 


ham's 


de. 1778, when he died; to the ſincere regret 
of every Britiſh ſubjeR, and of every perſon 
who had a juſt ſenſe of human dignity and 
virtue. Such a man appears but ſeldom, — 
Lord Chatham was a man of ſuch extraor- 
dinary talents, that he would have made a 
ſhining hgure in any ſtation. Had he con- 
tinued in the army, there is no doubt he 
would have died at the head of his corps, or 
have advanced to the head of his profeſſion, 
He was not born for ſubordination. 


Intelligence 
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Intelligence of his death being ſent to ©Z ar 
London, Colonel Barre, the moment he JO 
heard it, haſtened to the Houſe of Commons, | 
who were then ſitting, and communicated 
the melancholy information. Although it 
was an event, that had, in ſome meaſure, 
been expected for ſeveral days, yet the Houſe 
were affected with the deepeſt ſenſibility. 

Even the adherents of the Court joined in 
the general ſorrow, which was apparent in 
every countenance. The old Members in- 
dulged a fond remembrance of the energy 
and melody of his voice; his commanding 
eye, his graceful action. The new Members | 
lamented, they ſhould hear no more the pre- | 
cepts of his experience, nor fee] the powers } 
of his eloquence. A deep grief prevailed. 
The public loſs was acknowledged on all 
ſides. Every one bore teſtimony to the abi. * ; 
lities and virtues-of the deceaſed. On this 
occaſion all appearance of party was extin- 
guiſhed. There was but one ſenſe through. 
out the Houſe. 


Colone) Barre moved, That an hum- 
ble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, re- 
queſting that his Majeſty will be graciouſſy 
pleaſed to give directions that the remains of | 

Milliam 


4 
- 
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William Pitt, Earl of Chatham, be interred 
at the public experice; and that a mo- 
nument be erefted in the collegiate churchof 


St. Peter, Weſtminſter, to the memory of 


that great and excellent Stateſman, and an 
inſcription. expreſſive of the ſentiments off 
the people on ſo great and irreparable a loſs; 

and to aſſure his Majeſty that this Houſe | 
would make yoo the ex ben — the 


| ſame.” 


While 255 Motion was ; reuding,- Lord 


North came into the Houſe, and as ſoon 


as he was informed of the buſineſs, he gave 
it his moſt hearty concurrence ;- lamenting 


that he had not come in ſooner, that he 


might have had the honour to have made 
the motion a himſelf, | 


The motion was agreed Wy: 


On the e day of May Loid North 
aſſured the Houſe, that his Majeſty had rea- 
dily agreed to their addreſs, reſpecting the in- 
terment of the Earl of Chatham, and to the 


erection of a monument to ene 


Lord Jun Cavendiſh laid. that he 3 
' the 
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the public gratitude would not ſtop 


here. As that invaluable man, had, whiiſt O 


in the nation's ſervice, neglected his own 
affairs, and though he had the greateſt op- 
portunity of enriching himſelf, had never 
made any proviſion for his family, he hoped 
an ample proviſion would be made for the 
deſcendants of ſo honelt and able a Miniſter. 


Lord North coincided warmly in the 
noble Lord's with ; and Lord Nugent, Mr. 
Fox, Mr. Montagu, Mr. Byng, and ſeveral 
other Gentlemen, expreſſed the moſt fin- 
cere affection for the deceaſed Peer, and 
pronounced the higheſt eulogiums on his 
virtue and talents; adding, that he had 
neglected his private intereſts by direct- 
ing his whole attention to national objects. 
Mr. T. Townſhend, now Lord Sydney, 
moved, That an humble addreſs be pre- 
ſented to the King, expreſſing the wiſhes of 
the Houſe, that his Majeſty would confer 
ſome ſignal and laſting mark of his royal 
favour on the family of the deceaſed Earl, 
and that whatever bounty he ſhould think 
proper to beſtow; the Houſe would chear- 
fully make good the ſame. The motion was 
agreed to unanimouſly. 
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On the twenty-firſt, Lord North delivered 
to the Houle the following meſlage from 
the King. 


GEORGE R. . 
« His Majeſty having conſidered the Ad- 


dreſs of this Houſe, that he will be graciouſly 


pleaſed to confer ſome ſignal and laſting 
mark of his royal favour on the family of 
the late Willlam Pitt, Earl of Chatham 


and being deſirous to comply as ſpee- 


dily as poſſible with the requeſt of his 
faithful Commons, has given directions for 
granting to the preſent Earl of Chatham, 


and to the heirs of the body of the late 


Milliam Pitt, to whom the Earldom of 
Chatham may deſcend, an annuity of four 


thouſand pounds per annum, payable out 
of the Civil Liſt revenue; but his Majeſty not 
having it in his power to extend the effect 
of the ſaid grant beyond the term of his 
own life, recommends it to the Houle to 


conſider of a proper method of extending, 
ſecuring and annexing the ſame to the Earl- 
dom of Chatham in ſuch a manner as ſhall 
be moſt effectual for the benefit of the fa- 


mily of the ſaid Hm Put, Earl of Chat- 
ham.” w_ GEORGE R. 
: . The 
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The meſſage was referred to the Commit- 
tee of Supply; it was unanimouſly agreed 


to; upon which a Bill-was brought in, and, 


it paſſed unanimouſly allo. 


On the twenty ſecond day of May, the 
Houle agreed to preſent another Addreſs to 
the King, requeſting his Majeſty to give 


orders, that twenty thouſand pounds be 


iſſued, for the payment of the debts of the 
late Right Hon. V{/{am Pitt, Earl of Chat- 
ham; and to aſſure his Majeſty, that the 
Houſe would make good the ſame. The 
requeſt was complied with, and included in 
the current ſervices of the year. 


The particulars of the public funeral, and 
other circumſtances connected with it, as 


well as a number of papers concerning his 


Lordſhip's family, his character, the public 


monuments, &c. the reader will find in the 


Appendix B B. 


There are ſome traits of his character, 


which are proper to be ſelected from the 


general eulogies, which are alſo in che Ap- 
pendix. —— 
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The Hiſtory of the Seven Years War, 15 
the Hiſtory of his Adminiſtration. The 
dread of his name, and the fame of his ſpi- 
rit, infuſed alarm and vigour into all the bel- 


ligerent powers. He contended, thereſore 
with all their force. 


The American Congreſs of 1774, in their 


| Addreſs to the People of Great Britain, ſaid, 


This war was rendered glorious by the 
abilities and integrity of a Miniſter, to 
* whole efforts the Britiſh empire owes its 
« ſafety and its fame.” The treaty of peace, 
which terminated that war, was a meaſure, 
which equally in the period of 1ts execution, 


as well as in the terms of its conſtruction 


met with his ſincere and unalterable diſ- 
approbation—H:is grand and his favou— 
rite plans for humbling the whole Houſe of 
Bourbon, for carrying the ſplendour and 


opulence of Great Eritain to the higheſt de- 


gree of lame and v caltth—were thereby frul- 
trated and annihilated. The glory of the 
Miniſter. the honour of the Crown, the inte- 
reſt of the country, were all lacruiced to the 


revenge of a laction; which ſecmed to ac- 


quire protection from the court, and increaſe 


ol numbers from the prolligate, in propor- 


tion 
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tion to the increaſe of the enormity, and nf: 
perfidy of their crimes. — 


His efforts to preſerve America, even to 
the lateſt moments of his life, indiſputably 
manifeſt his high opinion of the importance 
of that great continent. In more than one 
converſation he ſaid, America would prove 
a ſtaff to ſupport the aged arm of Britain 
the Oak upon which ſhe might hereafter re- 
cline, ſhaded and protetted by filial duty 
and affection. But his Majeſty's confiden- 
tial adviſers wanted to cut down this Oak, 
and to plant their favourite weed, uncondi.- 
tional ſubmiſſion, in its place. In another 
age it may be admitted, that the Patriot was 
prophetic; that the Parricide was apparent. 


He was the firſt Engliſh Miniſter who 
armed the hardy race of the North. It is 
immaterial, whether he adopted the recom- 
mendation from the plan given in Chapter 
XIV ;—the meaſure ſhewed the liberal and 
comprehenſive judgment of the Stateſman. 
The North has ever been propitious to con- 
queſt, The world has ſeen 1t in the preſent 
day, in the inſtance of Ruſſia lately pour- 
ing her legions againſt the luxurious South 


—like a 


— — 
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—likethe Goths againſt the Romans. He 
tay the advantage intuitively ; and there- 
fore brought this martial race of men from 
their cold abodecs in the northern extremi— 
ties of the iſland, and directed their ardour 
and fierceneſs againſt the enemizs of his 
country. 


In the exerciſe of his duty as a Miniiter, 
he was alliduous and inceſſant. He gave 
no hours to private or domeſtic interc!is. 
He had no levees, nor evening engaze- 
ments: he devoted himſelf to the Public; 
and the nation polleſſed him entirely. His 
virtue and integrity were proverbial. 


His whole ſtudy, his whole employment, 
his only attention, were the exaltation of his 
country, by the humiliation of her enemies. 
He grieved at the prohibition laid on the 
execution of his plans; and he died in an 
effort to preſerve the dominion of a Conti 
nent, he had in part acquired, and would 
have wholly ſecured to the Britiſh name for 

ver. 
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